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Presentation agenda

1. What’s in your packet?

2. Budget overview.

3. Ramsey County property trends.

4. Reading your property tax statement.

5. Refund programs.

View the proposed budget detail online at ramseycounty.us/budget

https://www.ramseycounty.us/strategicplan
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What’s in your packet?

• Our agenda for tonight.

• A copy of this presentation.

• March 2019, November 2019 Pioneer Press articles on 
Ramsey County property values.

• Information on refund programs through the state.

• Guide to Services and Popular Annual Financial Report 
publications.

View the proposed budget detail online at ramseycounty.us/budget

https://www.ramseycounty.us/strategicplan
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Important dates in the budget process

March 2019 2019 property value notices mailed.
Aug. 6 County Manager’s proposed 2020-2021 budget presentation.

Aug. 13-29 Service Team / department budget hearings.

Aug. 29 Public Hearing #1 (10:30 a.m. at Saint Paul City Hall – Ramsey County Courthouse).

Sept. 17 County Board certifies 2020 maximum property tax levy.

Mid-November Notices of 2020 estimated taxes mailed.

Nov. 25 Public Hearing #2 (6:30 p.m. at Ramsey County Library - Maplewood).
Dec. 17 County Board votes on 2020-2021 Budget and final levy.

Budget overview

View the proposed budget detail online at ramseycounty.us/budget

https://www.ramseycounty.us/strategicplan
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Budget overview
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2020-2021 Budget supports 
our strategic priorities

1. Residents First: Effective, Efficient and Accessible Operations.
2. Advancing Racial and Health Equity in All Decision-Making.
3. Inclusive, Effective and Meaningful Community Engagement.
4. Integrated Approach to Health, Wellness and Justice.
5. Advancing a Holistic Approach to Strengthen Youth and Families.
6. Comprehensive Economic Development to Build Prosperity.
7. Stability Starts with Place to Call Home.
8. Talent Attraction, Retention and Promotion. 

View the strategic plan online at ramseycounty.us/strategicplan

Budget overview

https://www.ramseycounty.us/strategicplan


Budget transparency every day

• Openfinance.ramseycounty.us
• Track operating and capital revenue, expenditures.
• Detail provided to line-item and “checkbook” level. 
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Budget overview
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The Budget Top Line

Overall budget 
increase:

2020: 0.5%
2021: 2.9%

Proposed general 
levy increase: 
2020: 4.75%
2021: 4.50%

• Regional Rail levy remains at the 
statutory maximum: 

2020: $25,964,032 (7% increase)
2021: $27,724,123 (6.8% increase)

• No HRA levy is requested.

• Revenue from non-levy sources 
is 55% of overall budget.

2020: $408,553,286 
2021: $415,731,761 

Budget overview

View the proposed budget detail online at ramseycounty.us/budget

https://www.ramseycounty.us/strategicplan


Where County Funds Come From: 2020
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Total = $741,749,636

Budget overview



Where County Funds Come From: 2019 v. 2020
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Budget overview

View the proposed budget detail online at ramseycounty.us/budget

https://www.ramseycounty.us/strategicplan


Where County Funds Are Spent: 2020
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Total = $741,749,636
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Where County Funds Are Spent: 2019 v. 2020

Budget overview

View the proposed budget detail online at ramseycounty.us/budget

https://www.ramseycounty.us/strategicplan
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Property trends: Basic Overview

• Taxes are tied to property values 
and levies of taxing jurisdictions.

• Assessed values are driven by the 
real estate market.

• Commercial tax rates are higher than 
residential tax rates.

• Commercial, residential and 
apartment values continue to increase 
across the county…

• … this has generally been the trend –
neighborhood by neighborhood –
since the end of the ‘great recession’ 
in 2012.

Photo courtesy of Pioneer Press

Property trends
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Reading your statement (upper half)

Sample property tax statement

Proposed 2019 012345678900

JOHN DOE
1234 SPRUCE ST.
ST PAUL  MN  55102

Value increase of $13,600 (7.3%)
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Reading your statement (lower half)

Sample property tax statement

County tax increase of $61.60 (7.6%)

Total tax increase of $368.80 (13%)
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Reading your statement – Election impacts

• For Saint Paul residents:
– The result of the vote on organized trash collection

likely results in an overstatement of Saint Paul City property 
taxes on your statement. 
Please refer to city materials for additional information.

• For Mounds View and White Bear Lake 
School Districts 621 and 624:
– The result of the votes on referenda likely result in 

understatements of school district property tax impacts 
on your statement. 
Please refer to district materials for additional information.   
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Impact of value and tax changes

Tonight: Appraisers are available to discuss the valuation process.

This week: Appraisers can research property-specific concerns and contact you.

2020 values: Appraisers must be allowed inside a property for valuations appeals.

Median Estimated Market Value Ramsey County Property Tax impact
Location / Type 2019 2020 $ change % change 2019 2020 est. $ change % change

Saint Paul Single Family Home $186,200 $199,800 $13,600 7.3% $803 $864 $61 7.6%

Saint Paul Commercial $495,450 $525,000 $29,550 6.0% $3,075 $3,103 $28 0.9%

Suburban Single Family Home $251,400 $271,400 $20,000 8.0% $1,329 $1,416 $87 6.5%

Suburban Commercial $922,900 $982,700 $59,800 6.5% $6,217 $6,396 $179 2.9%
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Special property tax programs

• Refunds through the State
• Own and occupy property on Jan. 2, 2020.
• Total Household Income < $115,020.

• Other income-based thresholds may apply.

• Property tax increase of >12% and >$100.

• Senior Citizen Deferral
• 65 or older.
• Household income of < $60,000.
• Lived in home for at least 15 years.

Contact

651-296-3781

www.revenue.state.mn.us

Form M1PR

Property trends



Begin Public Hearing

Comments made at this hearing will also be shared with the 
appropriate city, school district and other taxing authorities.
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