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A Brief History of Ramsey County

For its first 100 years,
the history of Ramsey
County was, to a great
extent, the history of
St. Paul, the county seat
and the capital of Min-
nesota.

Ramsey County was a
part of Wisconsin Ter-
ritory until the Territo-
ry of Minnesota was es-
tablished in 1849. The
first territorial legisla-
ture established three
counties; Washington,
Benton, and Ramsey.
Ramsey County’s origi-
nal northern boundary
extended beyond Mille
Lacs Lake and all of
Ramsey, Anoka, Isanti,
Kanabec and parts of
six other existing coun-
ties were part of the
original Ramsey Coun-
ty. In 1849 Ramsey
County had 2,187 resi-
dents and 834 dwell-
ings. The land north of
the small settlement of
St. Paul, which at that
time stretched between
the Upper and Lower
steamboat landings on
the Mississippi River,
was open land dotted
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Figure 3. Rice Park Fountain, circa 1895. Thi
the central fountain, flower beds, and benches. Also, we are able to see a house in the
background, indicating that this area of downtown was originally residential.
(Photo courtesy of the Minnesota Historical Society).

with small lakes and
clumps of trees, laced
with streams and criss-
crossed by wagon roads
that often followed trails
used earlier by bands of
Dakota and Ojibway
traveling through the
area. A military road ex-
tended north from Fort
Snelling to Fort Ripley,
north of St. Cloud. Ter-
ritorial Road ran rough-
ly parallel to present-
day I-94, linking St.
Paul with the village of
St. Anthony at St. An-
thony Falls, and several
Red River ox cart trails
crossed what is now the
Midway area, again
linking St. Anthony with
St. Paul.

St. Paul had begun life
as a river city, the prac-
tical head of navigation
on the Upper Mississip-
pi, and a place where
two clefts in eighty-foot
bluffs created conven-
ient landing places at
the river’s edge. During
the 1840s it was a
French village settled
by French-Canadian
voyagers and farmers
who had been evicted
by the military from
their settlement near
Fort Snelling. They
moved downstream
and settled around
those landing places —
the Lower Landing at
the foot of Jackson
(Continued on page 3)
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Welcome New Volunteers

Please join us in welcoming our
new volunteers:

Nadine Ngango—Nadine is
volunteering as an Office
Assistant with Social Services.

Dan Roemer—Dan is volunteer-

ing as an Office Assistant with
Administrative Services.

Service Milestones

Day after day our volunteers

generously offer the gifts of their

time, talent, and compassion.
Please join us in recognizing the
following volunteers for achiev-
ing a service milestone—
50 Hours
Barbara Flournoy
Derek Thomas

200 Hours

Mary Clark

300 Hours
Tamra Hofbauer

600 Hours
Joel Winikoff

Please join us in welcoming our
new interns:

Social Services—
Hilary Gerten
Dan Janiczak
Joseph Sterner

3,000 Hours
Jeannette Anderson*
Please accept our most
heartfelt thanks to you for your
outstanding service and dedica-
tion.

We regret and apologize for any
omissions or misspellings.

The Value of Volunteering

According to the Independent
Sector, a nonprofit, nonpartisan
coalition of approximately 550
charities, foundations, and cor-
porate philanthropy programs,
the estimated value of a volun-
teer hour in 2016 is $24.14.

The hourly value of volunteer
time is based on the average
hourly wage of all non-
management, nonagricultural

workers as determined by the
Bureau of Labor Statistics, with
a 12 % increase to estimate for
fringe benefits.

During the months of January
through May 2017, RCCHS vol-
unteers and interns provided
6,333.5 hours of service (this to-
tal has been adjusted to include
hours reported late.) Using the
rate of $24.14 per hour, these
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We regret and apologize for any
omissions or misspellings. <

“Everybody can be great.

Because anybody can serve.”

— Martin Luther King, Jr.

hours have a value of
$170,917.24.

When we add the hours volun-
teered during June (746.75)
the year to date total
becomes 7,080.25 hours;
a value of $170,917.24.
Thank you volunteers! <
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Street in Lower town and the Up-
per Landing at the foot of Chest-
nut Street in the Seven Corners

area, once known as Upper Town.

Both landings are still there, a re-
minder that St. Paul developed as
two separate settlements during
the first twenty years of its exist-
ence.

Near the Lower Landing during
the early 1840s stood the saloon
of a colorful retired fur trader
named Pierre “Pig’s Eye” Parrant.
For some years the tiny settle-
ment was known as “Pig’s Eye’s
Landing.” Father Lucien Galtier
dedicated a chapel to Saint Paul
in November 1841 and soon the
community became known as St.
Paul’s Landing, after the chapel
rather than the tavern owner. In
time the community became
known as just St. Paul and when
Minnesota became a territory in
1849, St. Paul became the territo-
rial capital.

The passage of the bill creating
the territory in the spring of 1849
immediately attracted settlers.
Flooding into St. Paul by steam-
boat, many remained, but others
established farms on the vacant
land in what is now northern
Ramsey County. One of these was
Heman Gibbs, a Vermont teacher
and his wife, Jane, who acquired
land on the wagon trail from St.
Anthony to Stillwater — today’s
Larpenteur Avenue. His farm still
stands at the corner of Larpen-
teur and Cleveland Avenues. It is
owned and operated as the Gibbs
Museum of Pioneer and Dakotah
Life by the Ramsey County His-

torical Society.

When Minnesota became a state
in 1858, St. Paul remained its
capital, but river trade was cen-
tral to its growth. Streams flow-
ing into the Mississippi from
throughout Minnesota formed a
network used first by the French
and British fur traders and their
Indian partners to transport furs
downriver for shipment east and
to Europe, the first of the region’s
world traders.
Keel boats and
steamboats fol-
lowed, hauling
the flour, tea,
sugar and other
supplies that
helped sustain
the early settlers
during he winter
months. In a single day in May
1857, twenty-four boats were tied
up at the Lower Landing.

The rise of the railroads after the
Civil War made Ramsey County
and St. Paul the transportation
center of the Upper Midwest and
the gateway to the Northwest. It
is almost impossible to exagger-
ate the railroad’s impact on the
19th century city and county. To-
ward the end of the century an
enormous network of rails linked
St. Paul with Chicago and the Pa-
cific. “Empire Builder” James J.
Hill had reorganized the St. Paul,
Manitoba and Pacific into the
Great Northern and acquired op-
erating control of the bankrupt
Northern Pacific, and at least ten
other lines were serving the re-
gion. In 1883, 14,000 people, 155
trains, and 3,500 bags of mail

passed through St. Paul’s Union
Depot every day.

At the same time, much of the
land in northern Ramsey County
had remained farmland. Heman
Gibbs, his son, Frank, and their
fellow farmers, such as Henry
Schroeder who operated a dairy,
were growing fruits and vegeta-
bles and providing milk, butter
and eggs needed by a growing
city. During the last decades of
the 19th century, villages began
to spring up in this section of the

“Yesterday is history.
Tomorrow is a mystery.

Today is a gift.”

—Eleanor Roosevelt

county. North St. Paul was incor-
porated in 1887, New Brighton in
1891, and White Bear Lake in
1921. White Bear Township, the
only existing township in the
county, dates back to the 1858.

Cultural and civic endeavors that
would have an impact on both
Ramsey County and St. Paul
flourished during the years after
the Civil War. The St. Paul Cham-
ber of Commerce was established
in 1867; a water system was in-
stalled in the 1880s, and the city’s
population reached 111,397 by
1885. The Winter Carnival was
founded in 1886, the first electric
streetcars began their runs in
1890; and St. Paul began fielding
a professional baseball team in
the 1870s. By the beginning of

(Continued on page 4)



Help Wanted

Frequent Filer
(Office Assistant)

File--don’t pile!

Provide supplementary
clerical services to agency staff.
Tasks may include: photocopy-
ing, filing, faxing, scanning, data
entry, mail handling and other
general office duties.

Volunteers must be at least 16

years of age, be able to
respect confidential infor-
mation, able to read and write
in English, posses a coopera-
tive attitude, be willing to learn
new skills, and be punctual,
dependable and reliable.

Benefits include:

e Orientation and training.

e Limited parking/bus reim-

bursement.

e Eligible to receive 2 compli-
mentary tickets to the
Omnitheater at the Science
Museum of Minnesota.

For additional information,
contact Ramsey County Volun-
teer Services at 651-266-4090, or
e-mail to: HumanServicesVolun-

teer@co.ramsey.mn.us. X

(Continued from page 3)

the 20th century, St. Paul had be-
come a leader in social services
that would sustain its people
through World War I, Prohibi-
tion, the Depression, World War
IT and the rapid changes in civil,
cultural, and social life that would

. RAMSEY COUNTY

Working with you to enhance our quality of life

Ramsey County
Volunteer Services Program

160 East Kellogg Boulevard, Room 9800
St. Paul, MN 55101-1494

Phone: 651-266-4090
Fax:  651-266-4439

mark the decades of the 1950s,
1960s, and 1970s.

By this time, also, the farms that
had once dotted the land north of
the city limits had disappeared,
the communities that served the
area — the historic villages of
Ramsey County — had become

E-mail: HumanServicesVolunteer@co.ramsey.mn.us

Visit us on the web at: www.ramseycounty.us

Supplementing staff to benefit clients

flourishing suburbs whose busi-
nesses and industries now occupy
the open land once held by
Heman Gibbs and his fellow
farmers. <

Source: Ramsey County Historical Socie-
ty. 7/18/17.
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