Injury - Firearms

DESCRIPTION Information
Firearm injuries and fatalities are a large cause for concern in the U.S., in fact, Americans are to note

25 times more likely to be murdered with a gun than people in other developed countries.!

About 500 Minnesotans are hospitalized or receive emergency care as a result of firearm * Ramsey County is not
injuries each year.2 Over the last decade, an average of 368 Minnesotans per year died meeting the Healthy People
from firearms, and 77 percent of those were suicides.? Both fatal and nonfatal gun injuries 2020 target for nonfatal
cost Minnesota $764 million per year in medical costs, criminal justice expenses, employer firearm-related injuries.

costs and lost income. This cost increases to an estimated $2.2 billion per year with the
addition of reduced quality of life caused by pain and suffering. The cost of gun violence in
Minnesota is equal to 11 percent of the state’s yearly general fund spending.*

e |n Minnesota, black
residents are much more
likely than whites to be
killed by firearms, but
whites are more likely than
blacks to use guns to kill
themselves.

HOW WE ARE DOING

In 2016, there were 143 firearm-related injuries treated in a hospital or emergency
department among Ramsey County residents-142 nonfatal injuries and one fatality. Ramsey
County is not meeting the Healthy People 2020 target for nonfatal firearm-related injuries.
In 2016, Ramsey County’s rate was 22.4 per 100,000 population. Ramsey County’s firearm-
related fatality rate of 0.2 for every 100,000 people does meet the Healthy People 2020

target of 9.3.2

BENCHMARK INDICATOR
Healthy People 2020: Community
1) Reduce firearm-related deaths. voice
U.S. Target: 9.3 deaths per 100,000 population
2) Reduce nonfatal firearm-related injuries.
U.S. Target: 18.6 injuries per 100,000 population

“Guns and violence.”
- White/ Native American/
Nigerian Female, age 35-44

DISPARITIES _
In 2016, Ramsey County males were far more likely than females to be injured by firearms.> Requndents mentioned
In 2015 in the U.S., blacks had a firearm-related fatality rate of 20.7, the highest among all shootings, guns, and gun

violence as influencing their
health.

race/ethnicities.” In Minnesota, black/African-Americans are much more likely than whites
to be killed by firearms, but whites are more likely than black/African-Americans to use
guns to kill themselves. Minnesota data show that black/African-Americans are 12 times
more likely than whites to die from gun homicides; however, the gun-suicide rate for whites
is three times higher than the rate for black/African-Americans.®

RISK FACTORS

Firearm-related death rates are seven times higher in the states with the highest rates of
household gun ownership compared to states with the lowest rates.” Improper firearm
handling and storage can lead to unintentional injuries and death. In adolescents, a national
study found risk factors that may indicate future gun injuries including living with less than

(continued on back)
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two parents, skipping class during school and previous arrest.? States that require background checks for gun sales report a
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lower rate of suicide, domestic violence, homicide and police killed with handguns.! In Minnesota, no background check is
required to purchase through a private sale or transfer, which makes it easy for those who are prohibited from possessing a

gun under federal and state law to obtain a firearm.

WHAT RAMSEY COUNTY IS DOING

Two places in Minnesota state law prohibit the collection of data regarding guns, which prevents essential public health
research from taking place.’ Ramsey County supports state funding initiatives to conduct surveillance for all forms of violent
injury and research regarding the role of firearms in violence, and the effectiveness of different types of firearm laws. The
Ramsey County Attorney’s Office has joined with Saint Paul — Ramsey County Public Health, the Ramsey County Sheriff’s
Office and multiple community partners to make sure guns in homes are safely locked and stored away from children. This

prevention effort is designed to encourage all gun owners to
lock and secure their firearms by making it easy for residents
to pick up free gun locks from community-based locations.
Distribution sites include select recreation centers, libraries
and community centers.

Rate of Non-Fatal Firearm-Related Injuries Treated
in a Hospital or Emergency Department, Ramsey County
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