School - Attendance

DESCRIPTION Information
School attendance rates are a significant factor for high school graduation. The Minnesota to note
Department of Education (MDE) classifies three levels of attendance. An attendance

level of 94.5- 100 percent for a given school year is considered low risk for dropping out, * Between 2008 - 2016,
and is the attendance-goal for all schools. The moderate risk classification is 89- 94.4 Ramsey County public
percent attendance, and the highest risk for dropping out of school is 89 percent or lower school students had an

attendance for a given school year per student.! g‘fﬁ/ge attendance rate of
. 0.

HOW WE ARE DOING

Over an eight-year period, Ramsey County’s public schools have an average attendance of
94.4 percent per student; just on the cusp of the MDE low risk category. Average rates of
attendance drop around grade 5, and reach their lowest point during the senior year of
high school for most students. By grade 12, attendance rates for students in Ramsey County
were 88.7 percent in 2016. This is 5.8 percentage points below the Minnesota target and
6.5 percentage points below the attendance rate of elementary school students in Ramsey

County.?

e The lower the mother’s
education at the time of
a child’s birth, the more
likely the child will accrue
numerous absences.

BENCHMARK INDICATOR

Minnesota Department of Education: Increase the average public school student
attendance rate by year

Minnesota Target: 94.5%-100%

DISPARITIES

School attendance rates by grade tend to decrease after grade 5, and then decline rapidly
once a student reaches 9th grade. The rates continuously decrease, with 12th graders
having the lowest rates. Minnesota has the lowest amount of funding dedicated to
non-classroom support in the U.S. This can add barriers for schools and teachers attempting

to help students who are having difficulty with attendance.?

RISK FACTORS

The educational attainment of the parent or guardian of a child is very influential on
their views toward school. If a parent finds school a waste of time, the student is going to
attend less often and spend less energy on their academic performance. The Minnesota
Department of Education identified a link between maternal education and student
attendance in the early years. The lower the mother’s education at the time of the child’s

birth, the more likely the child was to accrue numerous absences.*

WHAT RAMSEY COUNTY GOVERNMENT IS DOING

The Youth Engagement Program (YEP) works with teens age 12-18 who are identified as
truants from public schools. YEP staff address issues causing truancy and provide resources
to youth and their families. Child Protection staff work in a similar manner with children
under 12. Child Protection staff work with school districts to provide educational stability for
children placed in foster care. This may include transportation to ensure children are able to

attend their original school.
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