
not-WANTEd! 

  POISON HEMLOCK 
Conium maculatum 

 

EARLY DETECTION & CONTROL WILL PREVENT INFESTATIONS! 

                                               

 

 
Poison hemlock is a deadly poisonous, biennial member of the carrot family. Native to Europe, North  
Africa, and western Asia; all parts are poisonous to humans and other animals. DO NOT INGEST. Toxins 
are absorbed through the skin and by inhalation. Prevent inhalation; DO NOT BURN. Do not touch; report 
suspected plants for professional control. Dead stems remain poisonous for up to three years. DO NOT 
COMPOST, compost will become permanently toxic.  
 

First year plants form dark green, lacey mounds of carrot-like leaves. Second year plants grow to 8 feet tall, 
have  hairless,  hollow, ridged green  stems with  purple spots or  blotches.  Leaves  are alternate,  fern-like,  
triangular in outline and have a musty smell. White flowers are 1/8 inch across with folded, unequal-sized 
keeled petals. Flowers are arranged into umbrella-shaped groups, 4-6 inches in diameter. Blooms from 
May to August. Ridged 1/8 inch fruits each contain two seeds. White taproots smell like parsnip or fennel.  
 

Poison hemlock invades trails, roadsides; railways, grasslands, disturbed habitats and waterways. Plants 
are spread by mowing while seeds are present, vehicles, haying, and movement of soil and gravel. 
 

Poison hemlock is listed as a Minnesota Noxious Weed List Prohibited/Eradicate Species. By Minnesota 
Statutes, all above and below ground portions of the plant must be destroyed. It is illegal to propagate, 
sell or transport this plant. 
  

Control Methods: Do not mow after seeds are present. Always clean mower decks and tires; prevent seed 
transport by tires or feet.   Do not transport from site.   Methods on flier back for professional use only.  
  
 

 
    
  
 

   

  For  m ore  i n format ion  contact :  
   Carole Gernes, Coordinator 
   Ramsey County Cooperative Weed Management Area 
   carole.gernes@rwmwd.org       
   651-792-7977          
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https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__mipncontroldatabase.wisc.edu_&d=DwMFaQ&c=wZIz6BR1yds6ABxMNYcTPKRj39yq004hegHRzkEIjMM&r=GhOwJQGVs15XibqZUEZB7dNoZ3rE-PHqX0JQHRbkK5c&m=SobtTs6f71Z93sR3bIA_oPDXjBPVP_GBrRnu3M9T-28&s=Su0uvpCC-f-n9EZrz9HH8vVYy3Y

