
Environmental 
Health Division

What we do & why we care



Policy

Reducing Risk

Seeking 
Environmental 

Justice

Valuing 
Collaboration 

and 
Partnerships

Focus on 
Prevention

Environmental 
Health

Environmental 
Protection








Solid & 
Hazardous Waste 
Compliance

Michael Reed, Supervisor

Laura Piotrowski

Aaron Chavez Joe Wozniak Paul Gelbmann

Caroline Lund Karen Reilly



1385 hazardous  
waste
inspections per 
year



194 pre-demo 
inspections per 
year





A. 10%

B. 45%

C. 60%

D.80+%

Of the roughly 150 pre-
demolition inspections 
performed by EH each 
year at houses & buildings, 
what percent contain 
asbestos?



Recreational 
Water Illness 
Police

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KTBowy5l8dg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KTBowy5l8dg


Community 
Environmental 
Health

Mark Clary, Supervisor

Lori Green Nicole Skatrud

Mindy StepnickMike Crider



Inspected and Licensed
“World’s Longest Ice Cream Sundae”

White Bear Lake | June 20, 2013

1101 Feet- Constructed by over 600 volunteers



“World’s Longest Ice Cream Sundae”
White Bear Lake | June 20, 2013

o 220 gallons of ice cream

o 110 cans of whipped cream

o 228 pounds of chocolate syrup

o 228 pounds of caramel syrup

o 110 pounds of strawberries

o 600 ice cream scoops

o 200 volunteers to set up sundae

o 600 volunteers scooping



Initial Public Health Concerns

o Enough handwashing set ups

o Washing hands too early

o 3 sanitarians monitored hand 
washing 

o Bare hand contact/hair restraints

o Each section was given a box with 
supplies

o Many volunteers with no 
experience

o 3 section leaders did onsite 
“training”

o Ill volunteers

o If ill could not participate

o Gutter used as “bowl”

o Food grade lubricant

o Outside contaminants

o Intentional contamination

o Public Consumption

o Leftover ice cream- possible solid 
waste issues



The Big Night
What We Actually Saw

o Temperature outside 86˚F

o Handwash set ups

o Too hot

o Dirty water

o Supplies

o Animals

o Kids

o Communication with event organizers and each other

o 8,000 people attended the event

o Took 1 hour and 45 minutes to create

photos.captureminnesota.com



Hall of Shame



Staff sorting household hazardous waste 



Bathtub full of human feces in a “garbage house.”



Debris found in a “garbage house.”



Debris found in a “garbage house.”





What is the most common 
violation written for a 
restaurant inspection?

A. Hemorrhoid cream 
on steam table

B. Live ducks in walk-in 
cooler

C. Improper hand 
washing stations

D. Mouse nest under 
grill while cooking



Lead & 
Healthy 
Homes

Jim Yannarelly, Supervisor

Mike Gilles Yia Khang

Matt Kudwa Daniel Schmidt



Window – covered in lead-based paint where a child was poisoned –
later replaced the windows through our program.



Exterior of a house with lead-based paint.





How many windows 
has the Lead & Healthy 
Homes Program 
replaced since 1996?

A. Over 10,000

B. 4,500

C. 2,000

D. 850



Solid Waste 
Operations

John Springman, Supervisor

Pete Miller












Ramsey County’s Product Reuse Center







How many pounds of 
household hazardous 
waste (paint, cleaners, 
used oil, etc.) were 
collected in 2016 in 
Ramsey County?

A. 17

B. 1.4 million

C. 735,627

D. A bazillion



Solid Waste 
Programs

Joel Andersen Dan Donkers Jean Buckley

Delivering recycling bins to County employees with 
the first all-electric vehicle in the County’s fleet.





Internal recycling

Municipal recycling programs

Public spaces & events



Save the Food

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WREXB
UZBrS8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WREXBUZBrS8


Outreach & 
Engagement

Liz Dillon

Mary Elizabeth Berglund, Supervisor Terese BordeauLisa Marshall

Tara Roffler









Fix-it Clinics

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8YYDsJR
WtBc&t=1s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8YYDsJRWtBc&t=1s


Administrative 
Support

Katie Shaw

Mary Elizabeth Berglund, Supervisor

Debra Dahl Joan Danielson

Katie Keller



Policy, 
Planning, & 
Evaluation

Zack Hansen, Supervisor
Rae Frank

Mary T’Kach Cheryl Armstrong

Kevin Schmidt









What does PEIG stand for?

A. Pigs Eat Interesting Grapes

B. Protecting Environmental 
Integrity Grant

C. Public Entity Innovation 
Grant

D. Please Enter In Groups



Zack Hansen, Supervisor

Jessica Paquin Kris Wehlage

Mike Hagen Kelli Hall

Rana Campbell-
Beams





Boston Scientific Saint Paul Saints

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rx47xJMtPK8&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rx47xJMtPK8&feature=youtu.be
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