
 

 

Ramsey County Board Workshop: 
 

 Veteran Homelessness in Ramsey County 
 

Health and Wellness Service Team/Veterans Services 
  

November 12, 2019 
 

1:30 p.m. 
 

220 Courthouse, Large Conference Room 
 
 
 

Agenda 
 

  
1. Introduction     Paul Allwood,  

Deputy County Manager 
 

2. Veteran Homelessness    Maria Wetherall, Director  
 
3. Discussion and Questions   All 

 
 



Veteran Homelessness

in Ramsey County

November 12, 2019



Minnesota veterans experience homelessness at 

a lower rate than veterans nationwide

Veterans experiencing homelessness nationwide comprise 7% 

of all homeless people. In Minnesota 4% of people who 

experience homelessness are veterans.
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Minnesota veterans experience homelessness at 

lower rates than other states in the region
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Racial Disparities among the homeless are 

prevalent across the nation and in Minnesota

• 15% of the population as a whole in Minnesota are 

people of color.  42% of homeless veterans in 

Minnesota are people of color. 

• 4% of the adult population in Minnesota identified as 

Hispanic in the 2015 Wilder Survey. In that same 

year Hispanic veterans comprised 7% of homeless 

adults in Minnesota.
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Minnesota Veterans of Color are disproportionately 

represented among the homeless
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70% of homeless veterans in Minnesota live in 

Hennepin or Ramsey Counties
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Minnesota Efforts to End Veteran Homelessness

Veteran Homeless Veterans Registry (2014)

• Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs launched database to 
identify and track homeless veterans

• Partners serving veterans convene for bi-weekly registry meetings

• Direct service providers review by name list and work together to 
assist homeless veterans with securing stable housing.

Focused Collaboration (2018)

• Veterans Administration (VA), Minnesota Department of Veterans 
Affairs (MDVA), Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans (MACV)

• Meet monthly to coordinate efforts and identify a plan to end 
homelessness statewide

Ending Veteran Homelessness Leadership Engagement (2019)

• Working towards Escalation Team implementation for enhanced 
leadership-level involvement



8

Statewide and in Ramsey the number of 

homeless veterans increased in 2019
Statewide Veterans on the Registry has increased by 21% since January.

The number of Ramsey County Veterans on the Registry has increased 16% in since 

January. 
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Veterans Identified, Re-Engaged, & 

Housed: Minnesota & Ramsey
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Veterans by Region & 

Homeless Veteran Registry Status

73

18

7 7

78

32

28 18

18 5 3 3 2 2
0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

Hennepin Ramsey Central SMAC St. Louis
County

Southeast West Central Southwest Northeast Northwest

Housing Plan No Housing Plan



11

What we know about the work

• Despite focused effort the number of homeless 

veterans remains high

• Even when veterans have a Housing Plan low 

vacancy rates and historical barriers (criminal 

background, evictions, low income) limit progress

• Ending homelessness in densely populated urban 

counties will require better alignment of systems 

and a more coordinated approach

• Effective measurement of how local efforts are 

working is needed to inform how we can improve 

outcomes for people
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Assisting and Advocating

• Working with our partners VA, MDVA, MACV, 

Ramsey County Departments, Community Partners 

to find and secure housing and services

• Collaborative efforts using systems, tools and 

benefits

• Knowledgeable advocates assist with accessing 

resources and are the key to finding and 

maintaining housing

• Developing and maintaining relationships with 

veterans built on trust and respect
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Minnesota Veteran
Homeless Collaboration





Figures are based on the common landlord screening requirement that an applicant 
must earn 2.5 times the rent in income.



https://noahimpactfund.com/impact-investing-affordable-housing-Minnesota/what-is-noah/


https://www.huduser.gov/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3OC5Q_evta8






https://finance-commerce.com/
https://finance-commerce.com/


Keys-for-Heroes (Veteran-Friendly) openings. 
(↑up 68% from last year)

Housing openings with one or more accessible 
features (↑up 60% from last year).

https://metrocouncil.org/Housing/Planning/Housing-Policy-Plan-Dashboard/Housing-Cost-Burden.aspx


https://housinglink.us19.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=fd7c4abccf868dffe952c5493&id=98880a1668
mailto:dhylton@housinglink.org
mailto:sgomez@housinglink.org
mailto:jdye@housinglink.org
https://www.housinglink.org/

