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Managing your Hazardous Waste Containers

Businesses that generate hazardous waste are
responsible for properly storing their waste con-
tainers. Improper or inadequate storage can lead
to a release, requiring a clean up - which can be
very expensive and is an inefficient use of time.

The first step - waste reduction!

Think about the wastes your business is currently
generating. How much time and money is going
into its management? More importantly, how
much could be saved if you produced less waste?
By reducing waste generated, your company won't
have to handle, store or dispose of it and you'll
save the costs associated with those activities.
(You may be able to reduce the amount of product
you purchase, too!) That's why waste reduction is
a smart first step.

Choosing your container.

The regulations require all hazardous waste con-
tainers to be sturdy and leak proof, with closure
devices that will hold the waste if the container is
tipped over or dropped. The container that you
choose must also be compatible with its contents.
With the wide variety of container sizes and types
to choose from, here are some things to consider.

e Is the container in good condition? This
means no severe rust or
dents in the seams that
would weaken the contain-
ers’ integrity and allow it
to leak. Weekly container
inspections help to guaran-
tee the continued integrity of
the container.

e Is the container compat-
ible with the waste?
Ask your transporter or
disposal facility for their
recommendations or use
the Department of Transportation (DOT)
Hazardous Materials table to help make a
determination.

e Does the closure device allow employees
to easily add or remove waste? This helps
to ensure that the container is kept closed
after each use.

Whenever possible, store the waste in the con-
tainer it will be shipped in. This eliminates the
potential for spills during waste transfer.

Keeping your container closed.

Hazardous waste regulations require that storage
containers be kept closed, except when you are
adding or removing waste. Closure prevents evap-
oration of the waste — a health and safety issue
— and controls spills should the container tip. As
important as this is, we all know what a difficult
job this can be! In fact, open containers top the
list of waste handling violations. Allow employees
to help select the type of closure devices that will
work best for them. Making it easy, practical, and
useful helps eliminate non-compliance.

Marking your container correctly.

All hazardous waste containers must be labeled
with the words “Hazardous Waste”, a clear
description of the contents and, except for satel-
lite accumulation containers, a start date of waste
accumulation. This information identifies the con-
tents of the container to people who are unfamiliar
with it, such as emergency responders.

Use a stencil or write on the container with a per-
manent marker or paint. You can always use an
accumulation label or pre-transport label to meet
the labeling requirement, as well.

For your most common waste streams, create a
sample Hazardous Waste label for employees to
e use as a template. Don’t
place labels directly under
the bung; this helps the
|| labels remain legible if
2 the waste spills during
transfers. Or, protect your
labels with a plastic pouch,
varnish or clear tape.

Used oil and universal
P4 wastes — two special
| situations.

For used oil and related
wastes, the containers are only required to have
clear description of the waste. Label them “used
oil”, “used oil filters” or “used oil sorbents”.

Universal wastes should be labeled in one of three
ways:

¢ Universal waste - waste name (i.e.
universal waste - batteries);

e Waste “waste name” (i.e. waste batteries); or
» Used “waste name” (i.e. used batteries)

Continued on page 2



The HazWaste Quarterly

Take the Mystery Out of What Goes in the Bin

Simplify recycling for everyone
at work with downloadable
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custom-designed signs for
your bins. It's simple, easy and
free.

Design. Download. Print.
Post. Done! Check it out at
RethinkRecycling.com/signs/
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Managing your Hazardous Waste Containers

Storing your waste containers indoors.

Indoor storage consists of a permanent building with a roof and at least
three walls that are attached to an impermeable floor. An impermeable
floor does not react with the waste and has no cracks, drains, sumps or
gradient slopes that would allow the waste to escape.

Follow these basic management requirements for indoor storage.
¢ Close and mark your container.

« Place containers, with the labels facing out to allow for easy
identification, in your storage area. Maintain adequate aisle
space.

« Store all liquid hazardous waste on an impermeable surface.

* Separate any wastes that would be incompatible if mixed. Do
this by using a dike, berm, or secondary containment.

« Inspect your container’s condition weekly. Document these
inspections.

« Don't exceed time or quantity storage limits. These limits can
be found in the table to the right.

Discuss different storage options with employees who work in the area.
They often have the best ideas and will know what is a workable solu-
tion. Make your storage area easy to use by having sufficient aisle space
and designated (labeled) areas for storage. This will make waste man-
agement easier for your business. Keep emergency response equipment
close to your storage area for easy access.

Storing your waste containers outdoors.
For outdoor storage, you must meet all the indoor storage require-
ments, as well as these additional criteria:

1. Protect your storage area from unauthorized access, moisture, and
inadvertent damage.

2. Liquid hazardous wastes must be stored on an impermeable sur-
face with curbing that is sufficient to contain a release.

3. Ignitable wastes require shading to prevent heat buildup. Tarping
the waste may actually hold the heat, causing expansion of the
waste and a possible release.

Continued from page 1

Storage and accumulation limits for generators.

The amount of waste your business can accumulate and the length of
time you can store it varies with your generator size. The table below

lists the requirements for the various generator sizes.

Generator size

Accumulation

Storage time limit

(VSQG)

exceeds this limit,

limit
Very Small 2200 lbs. Less than 2200 Ibs.
Quantity Generator If a generator of waste may be

stored indefinitely.
Once 2200 lIbs. is

Generates between
220 Ibs. and 2200
Ibs. per month

tor exceeds this
limit, waste must
be managed

Generates 220 Ibs. | waste must be hed. shi

or less per month | managed accord- r??C 'te ’ Sﬂ:p v:gsote

(less than 1/2 ing to Small 3 “sitew ‘ In

drum) Quantity Generator | @2YS- (Thereis an exten-
guidel i nes. sion, if the facility is located

over 200 miles away.)
Small Quantity 6600 Ibs. Ship waste off-site
Generator (SQG) If a genera- within 180 days

of the waste first
being placed in the
container. (thereis

Generates 2200
Ibs. or more per
month (more than
4 drums)

(about 1/2 to 4 according to Large | 2" extension.ifthefacility

drums) Quantity Generator is located over 200 miles
guidelines. away)

Large Quantity No limit Ship waste off-site

Generator (LQG) with 90 days of the

waste first being
placed in the con-
tainer. (if the deadline
isn't met, the generator must
apply for a hazardous waste

storage facility permit.)

Visit the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) web site at
www.pca.state.mn.us for fact sheets about container management.
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Are Minnesota's Waters Swimmable, Fishable, Fixable?

Did you know half of lakes and streams in southern
Minnesota are too polluted for safe swimming or fishing?
Industrial stormwater facilities can affect state waters by con-
tributing contaminated runoff or preventing it. The Industrial
Stormwater Program prefers the latter! We work with facili-
ties to prevent contaminated runoff and protect our precious
resources. This may require an industrial stormwater permit,
but not always.

Have hazardous waste? Need an
industrial stormwater permit? Have
a 2015 permit?

Most hazardous waste facilities need
an industrial stormwater permit.
Facilities in 29 industrial sectors are
required to have the five-year general |
permit.

Permittees who previously had cover-

age were required to re-apply by October 2014. To date, only
78% of Ramsey County industrial stormwater permittees have
applied for the 2015 permit. Many more facilities may need
permit coverage and don’t have one or don't realize they need
one. Apply now to minimize potential penalties and enforce-
ment actions.

2015 sampling requirements - what’s changed
* No sampling between April 5-June 30th. All permittees
start collecting stormwater samples quarterly on July 1.

e Minimum of 4 samples over 4 separate quarters are
required before averaging results and comparing to permit
values

e Sampling forms for submitting results will be available
around July 1.

e Sampling training available through the University of
Minnesota. For more information or to register for a
workshop, visit: www.erosion.umn.edu.

No exposure exclusion

Those facilities that can certify for the No Exposure exclusion do not
have sampling requirements nor do they have to pay annual fees.
Learn how you may qualify at www.pca.state.mn.us/xggx14d7. To
determine whether you need permit coverage, or to apply for the
2015 permit, visit: www.pca.state.mn.us/8393q9y

Not sure if you need permit coverage and want to talk to technical
staff? Send an email to iswprogram.pca@state.mn.us or call the
Stormwater Hotline at 651.757.2119.

To learn more about the state’s problem waters and solutions , visit:
Www.pca.state.mn.us/wwgwaxr.

Questions, Questions (and some answers!)

Our paint supplier told us we could dry out our unused paints by spreading them on
cardboard. We weren’t sure if this is legal or not. Can you advise us on what is legal and

what is not? We don’t want to get into trouble, so we could
this.

You are right to be cautious

Your supplier's advice was misleading. While you can dry out
your water-based or latex paints (we don't recommend it),
you cannot do this with your oil-based paints. We are glad you
checked into this before acting on this advice.

As a generator of hazardous waste, your waste management
options are restricted

Oil-based paints often contain solvents that are hazardous for
ignitability, having a flash point of 140° F or less. A safety data
sheet (SDS) usually will provide enough detail for you to deter-
mine if your paint is an ignitable hazardous waste.

For your health and safety, as well as legal requirements, you
must accumulate the hazardous waste paint in closed contain-
ers, labeled with the words “Hazardous Waste”, a descriptive
name and the date you start accumulating this waste in the
container.

www.co.ramsey.mn.us/ph

use your help before we do

New options may exist

Since November, 2014, PaintCare has operated paint collec-
tion sites, typically at retail paint stores, in Minnesota as part
of a product stewardship program that provides for end-of-life
recycling and reuse of paints. Any business generating latex or
water-based paints can use the drop-off sites. Businesses that
are Very Small Quantity Generator (VSQG) can also use the sites
for recycling of their hazardous waste paints. Certain restric-
tions apply.

For more details on this program, how it works and what's
accepted, go to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s web
site at http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/view-docu-
ment.html?gid=21195
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Environmental Health staff conduct solid and hazardous waste inspections,

provide technical assistance, outreach and training to Ramsey County businesses.

Larry Carlson, Program Supervisor
651.266.1180 | larry.carlson@co.ramsey.mn.us

Karen Reilly, Business Assistance & Training
651.266.1186 | karen.reilly@co.ramsey.mn.us

Paul Gelbmann, Hazardous Waste Facilities
and Solid Waste Transfer Stations
651.266.1183 | paul.gelbmann@co.ramsey.mn.us

Joe Wozniak, Solid Waste Haulers
651.266.1187 | joe.wozniak@co.ramsey.mn.us

More information?
Phone: 651.266.1199 | Fax: 651.266.1177

www.co.ramsey.mn.us/ph/hw/business_waste_assistance_program.htm

Comments on the newsletter?
Karen Reilly | 651.266.1186 | karen.reilly@co.ramsey.mn.us

Hazardous Waste inspection staff
TR e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

Aaron Chavez
651.266.1182 | aaron.chavez@co.ramsey.mn.us
55101, 55103, 55104, 55106, 55130, 55155 and
Ramsey County hospitals and pre-demo inspections

Paul Gelbmann
651.266.1183 | paul.gelbmann@co.ramsey.mn.us
55110, 55119, 55126, 55127, 55144, 55449 and
Ramsey County auto salvage / scrap yards

Greg LaMere
651.266.1184 | greg.lamere@co.ramsey.mn.us
55109, 55117, and pre-demo inspections

Laura Piotrowski
651.266.1185 | laura.piotrowski@co.ramsey.mn.us
55108, 55112, 55113, 55414, 55421, 55432 and the Self-Audit
program

Michael Reed
651.266.1181 | michael.reed@co.ramsey.mn.us
55102, 55105, 55107, 55114, 55116 and pre-demo inspec-
tions

The HazWaste Quarterly is published by Saint Paul - Ramsey County Public Health.




