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Received via email: January 4, 2016 

Dear Mr. Rogers, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Rush Line. Friends of the Parks and Trails of Saint Paul 
and Ramsey County is a non-profit organization that has been promoting park-friendly policies, 
participating in parks and trails planning, and preserving open spaces since 1985. As such, we speak to 
protect and increase the shared open space aspects of the transit project. In particular, we want to 
make sure that this corridor will continue to have a trail for bike and pedestrian use after transit is 
added, and that the natural character of the corridor is protected and enhanced. Since acquisition by the 
Ramsey County Regional Rail Authority, bicycle and pedestrian users and infrastructure planners have 
come to rely on this corridor as a vital community asset. It supports property values by providing green 
space and commuting options. It is included in city and county plans and the Regional Bicycle 
Transportation Network. It encourages community health by supporting recreation, active 
transportation and an urban forest canopy for many communities. Friends of the Parks and Trails of 
Saint Paul and Ramsey County supports transit to increase access and livability for residents. We value 
transit for its role in reducing emissions of particulate matter and greenhouse gases, which benefits 
recreation and helps reduce negative effects of our changing climate. But as transit modes and 
alignments are considered and added, Friends recommends that special care be taken to preserve and 
enhance the multiple benefits of the existing corridor.  

* We laud the recent decision to remove Swede Hollow from the routing options at the southern end of
the corridor. * We encourage careful corridor selection and design to retain the trail function and 
increase the natural character of the route when adding new transit modes. * In areas where the trail 
exists today, we encourage retaining as much natural vegetation and character as possible, and creating 
additional connections to surrounding neighborhoods. * North of the existing trail, where the land uses 
tend toward commercial and light industrial, we recommend selecting a route where transit, trail and 
vegetation can create a new identity for the area by weaving transit, trails and vegetation together in 
the public corridor.  

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important public project. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, Dan Marckel and Richard Arey. 



 

  

                              // Chamber of Commerce Center // 401 North Robert Street, Suite 150 // Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101 

 
April 5, 2017 
 
Mike Rogers 
Ramsey County Regional Rail Authority 
214 4th Street East 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
 
Dear Mr. Rogers: 
 
The Saint Paul Area Chamber of Commerce (SPACC) would like to emphasize our continued support for 
the Rush Line Corridor project connecting downtown St. Paul via Union Depot to White Bear Lake. The 
Rush Line is a vital element to connecting people working and living in the east metro. 
 
The Rush Line will provide a much needed connection for the East Metro, facilitating increased growth 
opportunities for businesses and their employees. Currently, there is a need for connectivity between 
the north-end suburbs and Saint Paul and the Rush Line will provide that connection. Transit has also 
become essential for businesses to attract new employees and the Rush Line will facilitate access to 
good jobs in a reliable, consistent matter. 
 
High quality transit in a dedicated guideway will create value for employers, employees, clients, 
customers, and residents along the corridor.  
 
The Rush Line will provide transportation choices for a growing and diverse community. The Saint Paul 
Area Chamber of Commerce strongly supports the creation of a transit line that provides reliable and 
consistent access so that the businesses and residents of the area can benefit from our shared success. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Mindee Kastelic 
Interim President and CEO 









Corridor Conversations: Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare Phalen Clinic 
Read on to learn what Marnie Falk, Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare’s Director of Government 
Relations and Advocacy, has to say. 

Where are you located, and what type of service does your organization provide? 
Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare (“Gillette”) specializes in services for children, teens and adults, 
such as trauma, inpatient rehabilitation, and other treatments for short-term and long-term disabilities, 
including lifelong medical conditions. 

We operate two outpatient clinics located at 435 Phalen Boulevard in St. Paul: Gillette Lifetime Specialty 
Healthcare for adult patients, and Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare Phalen Clinic. Our St. Paul 
Campus (Hospital and Clinics) at 200 University Avenue East offers both comprehensive outpatient 
services and inpatient care. 

What value would a regional transit system bring to your organization? 
We believe the proposed Rush Line Corridor provides new public transportation options for people with 
disabilities to travel to work, school, social activities and healthcare appointments. This supports 
increased independence and community participation for our younger clients as they grow into 
adulthood. We support Minnesota’s Olmstead Plan goal of ensuring that “People with disabilities have 
access to reliable, affordable, and accessible transportation choices that support their work, housing, 
education, and social connections.” 

How will patients or employees benefit from having access to improved transit options? 
For patients who don’t drive, increased public transportation options may make Gillette more 
accessible, or reduce the cost of using taxis to get to an appointment. This is especially true for patients 
coming to our clinic on Phalen Boulevard, which is not currently well served by public transportation.  

The proposed Rush Line also simplifies transportation between our clinics on Phalen and our St. Paul 
Campus, and could allow patients who have appointments at both locations during the same day to park 
at one place and use public transportation to travel back and forth. As parking at both locations is 
already challenging, this could remove a source of potential stress for patients and families. 

Our employees come to us from different parts of the region, and we offer internships to students, 
primarily in clinical fields, as part of a college or professional program. We currently encourage taking 
public transportation by providing a free Metropass to employees. Creating an option for employees to 
take the bus or train to work means they not only save money on parking, it reduces the stress of driving 
to work. Increasing the availability of public transportation to our sites would help us to attract 
employees and students who might otherwise not be able to come to Gillette. 

What makes you proud about being located in the east metro? 
Gillette has a long history in the east metro. We were founded nearly 120 years ago by a Saint Paul 
physician, and in 1910 opened a hospital on Lake Phalen. We moved to our current hospital location 
over 30 years ago. 

We are deeply invested in the future and well-being of the east metro community. The majority of 
Gillette’s employees work in the east metro, and it is home for many of our patients and employees, 
which is why we are excited about the opportunities that new public transportation options could 
provide. 





733 East Seventh Street
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55106

www.lowerphalencreek.org

April 27, 2017

Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority
Attn: Rush Line Corridor comments
214 E. 4th Street, Suite 200
Saint Paul, MN 55101

Dear Rush Line Public Advisory Committee:

Lower Phalen Creek Project (LPCP) submits this letter to the Rush Line Public Advisory
Committee (PAC) to express concerns about the draft locally preferred alternative and what
LPCP sees as opportunities in light of those concerns. LPCP requests that the PAC recommend
that the Task Force commit to specific mitigating actions.

LPCP’s mission is to strengthen the East Side and Lowertown communities of St. Paul through
developing and maximizing the value of local parks and trails, ecological and cultural resources,
and by rebuilding connections to the Mississippi River. LPCP has over 650 subscribers to its
newsletter and effectively engages hundreds of diverse community members in its parks and
trails projects.

As an initial matter, LPCP appreciates that the PAC listened well to public comments and did not
recommend a route that transects Swede Hollow Park. As stated in its subsequent letter dated
December 30, 2016, however, LPCP opposed any transit alternative that removes green space
along the Bruce Vento Regional Trail. Although LPCP is disappointed that such a route has been
selected as the draft alternative, there are opportunities for mitigation and trail improvements that
could offset the green space loss and provide improved ecological and health benefits.

The draft locally preferred alternative will convert permeable surface to impermeable surface,
thereby increasing storm runoff and reducing water quality. To mitigate this impact, the
remaining green space along the trail should be strategically planted with rain gardens and
biofiltering flora. This will not only help to mitigate the reduction in water quality, but will also
add beauty and increase ecological health along the trail. The additional strategic use of
pollinator species, native plants, and wildlife enhancing flora to attract animals like bats, for
example, will improve local ecology and enrich the trail experience. Moreover, if combined with
a landscaping plan to minimize maintenance, such plantings could in fact reduce municipal costs.

Engaging the community and especially the neighborhoods nearest to the bus rapid transit
stations is vital to strategically creating an ecologically rich trail and station experience. Such
engagement will foster community ownership of the stations and trail. Engagement should be
conducted deliberately and meaningfully. To that end, for example, LPCP employs a
community-led engagement process. For engagement related to the bus rapid transit line between



Lowertown and Lake Phalen, it would likely cost between $8,000 and $12,000 in labor and
costs. The PAC and Task Force should plan and budget for such an investment, to ensure that the
community is heard and involved.

LPCP requests that the PAC recommend a commitment to establish diverse habitat, rain gardens,
pollinators, native species, and biofiltering flora on a minimum of 50% of the remaining green
space along the Bruce Vento Regional Trail, with a goal of achieving 100% coverage. Moreover,
the PAC should recommend that the Task Force budget adequately for meaningful community
engagement and that the trail be co-located to the maximum extent possible.

Thank you for your consideration and for your commitment to a stronger, healthier, well-
connected community. If you have any questions, please contact me at
mkleiss@lowerphalencreek.org or 612-581-8636.

Sincerely,

Melanie Kleiss
Executive Director







 
506 Kenny Road, Ste 130, St. Paul MN 55130 www.paynephalen.org 651-774-5234 district5@paynephalen.org  

 

February 14, 2017 

Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority 

Union Depot 

214 Fourth Street East, Suite 200 

Saint Paul, MN 55101 

Re: Rush Line routing option 

To Andrew J. Gitzlaff: 

On January 24th, the Payne-Phalen District Council took up discussion of the remaining four routing 
options for the RUSH Line into downtown St. Paul. The council unanimously voted to recommend Option 
1: DBRT via Phalen, Pennsylvania, & Jackson. 
 
Of the four remaining options, District 5 believes that our neighborhood would clearly benefit by having 
the route travel along Phalen Boulevard, with stops at Arcade, Payne, Cayuga, and Olive. These are four 
very important intersections in our neighborhood for current commercial activity and future development - 
both residential and commercial. A routing on East 7th Street (Option 3) would bring no direct benefit to 
the Payne-Phalen community and would duplicate transit service that already exists in that corridor. 
 
Further, we prefer Option 1 because it provides a vital link to the Green Line LRT and serves the people 
of Mt. Airy. The connection to the Green Line is very important to our neighborhood because it is 
currently difficult to travel by transit to the western portion of St. Paul or Minneapolis. Options 2 & 3 would 
require residents of Payne-Phalen to still transfer in downtown St. Paul in order to take the Green Line 
west, adding a great deal of travel time.  
 
While the homes of Mt. Airy are not in our neighborhood, we recognize that this is an area that could 
greatly benefit from improved transit to the east. It is worth adding a small amount of time to the ride in 
order to serve this population.  
 
Based upon our priorities, we would rank the routes in this order: 

1. Option 1 
2. Option 8 
3. Option 2 
4. Option 3 

Sincerely, 

 

Eric Foster, Board President 

http://www.paynephalen.org/
mailto:district5@paynephalen.org


	
	
April 30, 2017 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
As the Locally Preferred Alternative for the Rush Line rapid transit project has become 
clear, we are writing in the hope that solutions can be found for potential conflicts. 
 
We cautiously support the proposed co-location of rapid bus and trail within the Bruce 
Vento corridor north of Phalen Blvd, and we are encouraged that project engineers 
believe that a trail can be maintained within the former railroad right-of-way. As one of 
the best all-ages, all-abilities trails in the East Metro, it is essential that the bicycle 
facilities in this corridor not be shifted to a parallel but inferior on-street route. However, 
we urge the Rush Line project to prioritize retention and improvement of the trail's shade 
canopy, which greatly increases the comfort and safety of the trail. 
 
For the segment that would run on Jackson St between Pennsylvania Ave and 
University Ave, we urge planners to explore creative solutions that will accommodate 
the needs of all users within this extremely limited right-of-way. Jackson is one of the 
most important bicycle corridors in the city of Saint Paul, with existing on-street lanes 
between Winter Ave (south of Pennsylvania) and Maryland Ave, and a new two-way 
protected bicycle facility under construction south of University Ave. The Saint Paul 
Bicycle Plan adopted in 2015 envisioned new on-street lanes to connect these two 
segments, which would complete the most natural bicycle route from downtown Saint 
Paul to the North End and much of suburban Ramsey County. 
 
As the right-of-way south of Valley Ave is unusually narrow (56') and existing sidewalks 
are far from adequate for users with limited mobility, we urge planners to consider 
options that would either expand the street into adjacent city-owned property, or 
potentially that would combine the two inadequate sidewalks into a more generous 
multiuse trail on the western side of the street. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Ethan Osten and Margot Higgins 
Co-Chairs Saint Paul Bicycle Coalition 
osten072@umn.edu 
mhiggin1@macalester.edu 









Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Maplewood,
Minnesota, was duly called and held in the Council Chambers of said City on the 26ih day of June,
2017 at 7:08 p.m.

The following members were present:

Nora Slawik, Mayor Present
Marylee Abrams, Councilmember Present
Kathleen Juenemann, Councilmember Present
Bryan Smith, Councilmember Present
Tou Xiong, Councilmember Present

Rush Line Corridor, Project 15-06
a. Public Hearing 7:00 p.m.
b. Consider Approval of Resolution of Support for the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA)

Mayor Slawik moved to aoorove the Resolution of Suooort for the Locallv Preferred Alternative.

Resolution 17 -06-1473
Resolution of the City of Maplewood

Ramsey County, Minnesota

Resolution transmitting the City of Maplewood's support for the Locally Preferred Alternative
for the Rush Line Corridor to the Rush Line Corridor Task Force, the Ramsey County Regional

Railroad Authority and the Metropolitan Council

WHEREAS, the Rush Line Corridor is an 80-mile travel corridor between St. Paul and Hinckley
Minnesota, consisting of urban, suburban and rural communities; and

WHEREAS, a Pre-Project Development Study has been completed to analyze bus and rail

alternatives in the 3o-mile study area between St. Paul and Forest Lake, which has the greatest
potential for significant transit improvements in the near term; and

WHEREAS, the purpose of the Rush Line Corridor Project is to provide transit service that
satisfies the long-term regional mobility and accessibility needs for businesses and the traveling public

and catalyzes sustainable development within the 30-mile study area; and

WHEREAS, the Pre-Project Development Study was a joint local and regional planning effort
conducted by the Rush Ling Corridor Task Force and led by the Ramsey County Regional Railroad
Authority; and

WHEREAS, after a thorough technical analysis of 55 potential route segments and 7 transit
modes and extensive public engagement through the Pre-Project Development Study Alternative t has

been identified as the locally preferred alternative; and



WHEREAS, Alternative 1 best meets the project's purpose and need and would likely qualify for
Federal Transit Administration New Starts funding; and

WHEREAS, the Locally Preferred Alternative includes the definition of the mode, conceptual
alignment and general station locations which can be refined through further environmental and
engineering efforts; and

WHEREAS, Alternative 1 is defined as Bus Rapid Transit within a dedicated guideway generally
along Phalen Boulevard, Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority righlof-way and Trunk Highway
61, extending approximately 14 miles, and connecting Union Depot in downtown St. Paul to the east
side neighborhoods of St. Paul and the Cities of Maplewood, Vadnais Heights, Gem Lake and White
Bear Lake (see attached figure); and

WHEREAS, Alternative 1 would be co-located with the Bruce Vento Trail through the portion of
the route that utilizes the Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority right-of-way; and

WHEREAS, the next phase of the project will include environmental analysis under the Federal
and State environmental review processes to avoid, minimize, and mitigate potential impacts while
maximizing mobility, accessibility and surrounding economic development opportunities; and

WHEREAS, the public will continue to be engaged throughout the environmental review process
and subsequent design, engineering and construction phases to ensure that the project is reflective of
the needs of the diverse communities within the Rush Line Corridor; and

WHEREAS, a connector bus from White Bear Lake to Forest Lake and other bus service
improvements will continue to be explored during the environmental analysis phase of the Project; and

WHEREAS, the comments submitted by agencies, adjacent communities, the business sector
and the public during the Locally Preferred Alternative comment period and throughout the duration of
the Pre-Project Development Study will be addressed accordingly in the environmental analysis phase
of the Project; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE lT RESOLVED that the City of Maplewood supports the selection of
Alternative 1 as the locally preferred alternative, and the layout and design the Bruce Vento Trail co-
location within the Ramsey County Regional Rail Authority right-of-way shall be made in such a manner
that involves local community input and collaboration.

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Maplewood commits to undertaking and
developing station area plans for the proposed BRT station areas within its jurisdiction based on market
conditions, community input and Metropolitan Council guidelines and expectation for development
density, level of activity and design. This process shall also involve local community input and
collaboration to ensure the station areas also reflect the needs of the local community.

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Maplewood supports the planned Route 54
extension and exploration of other transit improvements within the study area by others including, but
not limited to, improved bus service along 35E and to the northern portion of the Rush Line Corridor,
the future conversion of Route 54 to Arterial BRT and the consideration of a potential Modern Streetcar
along E. 7th St to create a more comprehensive transit system.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution adopted by the City of Maplewood be
forwarded to the Rush Line Corridor Task Force, the Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority and
the Metropolitan Council for their consideration.

Seconded by Councilmember Abrams Ayes- All



The rnotion passed

STATE OF MINNESOTA)
COUNTY OF RAMSEY )SS
CITY OF MAPLEWOOD )

|,the undersigned,being the duly qualified and appOinted City Clerk ofthe City of Maplewood,

Minnesota,DO HEREBY CERTIFY thatl have compared the attached and foregoing extract of nninutes
of a regular meeting ofthe City Council ofthe City of Maplewood,held on the 26th day of June,2017

with the original on file in my ofrlce,and the same is a fu‖ ,true and cornplete transcript therefrom
insofar as the same relates to the Resolutton of Supportforthe Loca‖ v Preferred Alternalve(LPA)

VVITNESS my hand and sealed this 301h day of June,2017.

Andrea Sindt, City Clerk
City of Maplewood, Minnesota





















Signature Copy

City of Saint Paul

Resolution-Public Hearing: RES PH 17-204

City Hall and Court 

House 

15 West Kellogg 

Boulevard

Phone: 651-266-8560

File Number:   RES PH 17-204

Transmitting the City of Saint Paul’s support for the locally preferred alternative for the Rush 

Line Corridor to the Rush Line Corridor Task Force, the Ramsey County Regional Railroad 

Authority, and the Metropolitan Council.

 

WHEREAS, the Rush Line Corridor is an 80-mile travel corridor between St. Paul and Hinckley 

Minnesota, consisting of urban, suburban and rural communities; and

 

WHEREAS, a Pre-Project Development Study has been completed to analyze bus and rail 

alternatives in the 30-mile study area between St. Paul and Forest Lake, which has the greatest 

potential for significant transit improvements in the near term; and

 

WHEREAS, the purpose of the Rush Line Corridor Project is to provide transit service that satisfies 

the long‐term regional mobility and accessibility needs for businesses and the traveling public and 

catalyzes sustainable development within the 30-mile study area; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Pre-Project Development Study was a joint local and regional planning effort 

conducted by the Rush Line Corridor Task Force and led by the Ramsey County Regional Railroad 

Authority; and

 

WHEREAS, after a thorough technical analysis of 55 potential route segments and 7 transit modes 

and extensive public engagement through the Pre-Project Development Study, Alternative 1 has 

been identified as the locally preferred alternative; and

 

WHEREAS, Alternative 1 best meets the project’s purpose and need and would likely qualify for 

Federal Transit Administration New Starts funding; and

 

WHEREAS, the Locally Preferred Alternative includes the definition of the mode, conceptual 

alignment and general station locations which can be refined through further environmental and 

engineering efforts; and

 

WHEREAS, Alternative 1 is defined as Bus Rapid Transit within a dedicated guideway generally 

along Phalen Boulevard, Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority right-of-way and Trunk 

Highway 61, extending approximately 14 miles, and connecting Union Depot in downtown St. Paul to 

the east side neighborhoods of St. Paul, the Cities of Maplewood, Vadnais Heights, Gem Lake, and 

White Bear Lake and White Bear Township (see Attachment A); and

 

WHEREAS, Alternative 1 would be co-located with the Bruce Vento Trail through the portion of the 

route that utilizes the Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority right-of-way; and

 

WHEREAS, the next phase of the project will include environmental analysis under the Federal and 

State environmental review processes to avoid, minimize, and mitigate potential impacts while 

maximizing mobility, accessibility and surrounding economic development opportunities; and
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File Number:   RES PH 17-204

WHEREAS, the public will continue to be engaged throughout the environmental review process 

and subsequent design, engineering and construction phases to ensure that the project is reflective 

of the needs of the diverse communities within the Rush Line Corridor; and

 

WHEREAS, a connector bus from White Bear Lake to Forest Lake and other bus service 

improvements will continue to be explored during the environmental analysis phase of the Project; 

and

 

WHEREAS, the comments submitted by agencies, adjacent communities, the business sector and 

the public during the Locally Preferred Alternative comment period and throughout the duration of the 

Pre-Project Development Study will be addressed accordingly in the environmental analysis phase 

of the Project; and

 

WHEREAS, the City of Saint Paul’s Comprehensive Plan, in Figure T-C of the Transportation 

Chapter, identifies a generalized Rush Line Corridor heading northeast from Downtown Saint Paul 

as being a desired transitway within its Preferred Transit Network; and

 

WHEREAS, the City of Saint Paul’s Planning Commission, upon receiving recommendation from its 

Transportation Committee, recommended support for the LPA on July 28, 2017.

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Saint Paul supports the selection of 

Alternative 1 as the locally preferred alternative; and

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Saint Paul commits to undertaking and developing 

station area plans for the proposed BRT station areas within its jurisdiction based on market 

conditions, community input and Metropolitan Council guidelines and expectation for development 

density, level of activity and design; and

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Saint Paul supports the planned Route 54 extension 

and exploration of other transit improvements within the study area including, but not limited to, the 

future conversion of Route 54 to Arterial BRT and the consideration of a potential Modern Streetcar 

along E. 7th St to create a more comprehensive transit system; and

 

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that this resolution adopted by the City of Saint Paul be forwarded to 

the Rush Line Corridor Task Force, the Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority and the 

Metropolitan Council for their consideration.

At a meeting of the City Council on 8/16/2017, this Resolution-Public Hearing was Passed.

Yea: 6 Councilmember Bostrom, Councilmember Brendmoen, Councilmember 

Thao, Councilmember Tolbert, Councilmember Noecker, and 

Councilmember Prince

Nay: 0

Absent: 1 City Council President Stark

Vote Attested by 

Council Secretary Trudy Moloney

 Date  8/16/2017
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File Number:   RES PH 17-204

Approved by the Mayor

Chris Coleman

 Date  8/17/2017
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RESOLUTION
Board of Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority

Date: September 12.2017 No.: R2017-24

WHEREAS, The Rush Line Corridor is an 80-mib travel corridor between St.
Paul and Hinckley Minnesota, consisting of urban, suburban and rural communities; and

WHEREAS, A Pre-Project Development Study has been completed to analyze
bus and rail alternatives in the 3O-mile study area between St. Paul and Forest Lake,
which has the greatest potential for significant transit improvements in the near term;
and

WHEREAS, The purpose of the Rush Line Corridor Project is to provide transit
service that satisfies the long-term regional mobility and accessibility needs for
businesses and the traveling public and catalyzes sustainable development within the
3O-mile study area; and

WHEREAS, The Pre-Project Development Study was a joint local and regional
planning effort conducted by the Rush Line Corridor Task Force and led by the Ramsey
County Regional Railroad Authority; and

WHEREAS, After a thorough technical analysis of 55 potential route segments
and 7 transit modes and extensive public engagement through the Pre-Project
Development Study Alternative t has been identified as the Locally Preferred
Alternative; and

WHEREAS, The Locally Preferred Alternative includes the definition of the mode,
conceptual alignment and general station locations which can be refined through further
environmental and engineering efforts; and

WHEREAS, Altemative 1 best meets the project's purpose and need and would likely
qualify for FederalTransit Administration New Starts funding; and

WHEREAS, Altemative 1 is defined as Bus Rapid Transit within a dedicated
guideway generally along Phalen Boulevard, Ramsey County Regional Railroad
Authority right-of-way and Trunk Highway 61, extending approximately 14 miles, and
connecting Union Depot in downtown St. Paul to the east side neighborhoods of St.
Paul and the Cities of Maplewood, Vadnais Heights, Gem Lake and White Bear Lake
(see attached figure); and

WHEREAS, Alternative 1 would be co-located with the Bruce Vento Trailthrough
the portion of the route that utilizes the Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority
right-of-way; and
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RESOLUTION
Board of Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority

Date: September 12.2017 No.: R2017-24

WHEREAS, The next phase of the project will include environmental analysis
under the Federal and State environmental review processes to avoid, minimize, and
mitigate potential impacts while maximizing mobility, accessibility and surrounding
economic development opportunities; and

WHEREAS, The public will continue to be engaged throughout the environmental
review process and subsequent design, engineering and construction phases to ensure
that the project is reflective of the needs of the diverse communities within the Rush
Line Corridor; and

WHEREAS, A connector bus from White Bear Lake to Forest Lake and other bus
service improvements will continue to be explored during the environmental analysis
phase of the Project; and

WHEREAS, The comments submitted by agencies, adjacent communities, the
business sector and the public during the Locally Preferred Alternative comment period
and throughout the duration of the Pre-Project Development Study will be addressed
accordingly in the environmental analysis phase of the Project; and

WHEREAS, On August 22,2017 the Ramsey County Regional Railroad
Authority held a Public Hearing for the purpose of taking comments on the selection of
the Locally Preferred Alternative for the Rush Line Corridor before considering a
resolution of support; Now, Therefore Be lt

RESOLVED The Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority supports the
selection of Alternative 1 as the Rush Line Corridor Locally Preferred Alternative; and
Be lt Further

RESOLVED, The County Manager will work collaboratively with St. Paul,
Maplewood, Vadnais Heights, Gem Lake, \Alhite Bear Lake, and \A/hite Bear Township
to undertake and develop station area plans for the proposed BRT station areas based
on market conditions, community input, Metropolitan Council guidelines, and
expectations for development density, level of activity and design; and Be lt Further

RESOLVED, The Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority supports the
planned Route 54 extension and exploration of other transit improvements within the
study area by others including, but not limited to, improved bus service along 35E and
to the northem portion of the Rush Line Corridor, the future conversion of Route 54 to
Arterial BRT and the consideration of a potential Modern Streetcar along East 7th St to
create a more comprehensive transit system; and Be lt Further
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RESOLUTION
Board of Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority

Date: September 12. 2017 No.: R2017-24

RESOLVED, The Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority Chair will transmit
this Resolution to the Metropolitan Council to be included in the next update to the
region's 2040 Transportation Policy Plan.

Ramsey C-ounty Regional Railroad Authority

Toni Carter
Blake Huffinan
Jim McDonough
Mary Jo McGuire
Victoria Reinhardt
Janice Rettman
RafaelOrtega

YEA NAY OTHER

RafaelE. Ortega, Chair
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RESOLUTION
Board of Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority

Date: September 12. 2017 No.: R2017-24

LPA Figure
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