


The entire experience of
running away can be
frightening for everyone
involved including the
youth, their families, and
their friends.

General Suggestions:

1) Remain calm—think clearly about

why and where he/she would go.

2) Take action to locate he/she in
the first few hours you realize™—

they have runaway.

3) Offer candid and direct
information when asked by law
enforcement and outreach
professionals concerning what

may have led him/her to run.

4) Think about what will happen
when you are reunited. Note that
once found, the problems that
prompted them to leave must be
addressed and resolved before

moving on.

In all you do,
show love and
concern, not
anger or fear!

If the Youth

Contacts You and
Wants to Return

1) Be Open to Change

On some level, changes must be
made to better the situation so the
teen does not run again.

2) Address Potential
Underlying Problems

Contact the local department of social
services, family services, or agencies
that help families. Members of the
clergy, school personnel, or the law-
enforcement community can also
direct you to available resources.

3) Agree Upon an
Adult To Contact

Identify a "safe" adult for the youth to
go to if they are considering running
again. Be sure that the contact is
aware and accepting of their role.

When a youth returns,
it is recommended that
family and close friends
receive follow-up
services to help them
cope and offer support.



