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Ramsey County Arrest Data

Data

• Arrests of adults and youths in Ramsey County from 2016 to 2020

• Demographic data on Ramsey County residents from 2016 to 2020
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Ramsey County Arrest Data

Data Sources

Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension

• Lauderdale, Maplewood, Mounds View, New Brighton, North St. Paul, Roseville, 

St. Paul, and White Bear Lake police departments.

• Sheriff’s Office, which provides patrol services, responds to calls for services, and 

makes arrests in Arden Hills, Falcon Heights, Little Canada, North Oaks, 

Shoreview, Vadnais Heights, and White Bear Township.

• Excludes St. Anthony Village, Metro Transit, and University of Minnesota police 

departments.

U.S. Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention

• Easy Access to Juvenile Populations
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Presentation Overview

Total arrests of adults and youths

Total arrests of adults
• Suburbs and St. Paul

• Race

• Suburbs and St. Paul

• Offense

• Suburbs and St. Paul

• Race and Suburbs and St. Paul

Total arrests of youths
• Suburbs and St. Paul

• Race

• Suburbs and St. Paul

• Offense

• Suburbs and St. Paul

• Race



Total Arrests
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TOTAL ARRESTS

Ramsey County law 

enforcement agencies 

arrested about 14,000 

people each year from 

2016 to 2019. 

Arrests sharply 

declined by 56% in 

2020.

13,833
14,285

13,415 13,485

5,896

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Adults and youths arrested by Ramsey County law 
enforcement agencies, 2016-2020



Arrests of Adults
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ADULT ARRESTS

Ramsey County law 

enforcement agencies 

arrested about 11,000 

adults each year from 

2016 to 2019. 

Arrests of adults 

dropped 53% in 2020.

10,740
11,215 10,899 11,093

5,256

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Adults arrested by Ramsey County law enforcement 
agencies, 2016-2020
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ADULT ARRESTS

The Maplewood and Roseville police departments and Sheriff’s Office arrested 

varying numbers of adults from 2016 to 2020. All other agencies were consistent.
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Adults arrested by Ramsey County suburban police departments and Sheriff's Office, 
2016-2020 
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ADULT ARRESTS

The St. Paul Police 

Department arrested 

about 7000 adults 

each year from 2016 to 

2019.

It arrested 65% fewer 

adults in 2020. 

6772
7282

6832 6628

2303

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Adults arrested by the St. Paul Police Department, 
2016-2020
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ADULT ARRESTS

Arrests by Race

• Law enforcement agencies report the following race categories:

• American Indian/Alaska Native

• Black/African American

• Asian

• White

• Data on arrests of American Indian/Alaska Native individuals should be 

interpreted with caution as these data may be underreported.



12

Research and Evaluation Unit

ADULT ARRESTS

Racial disparities in arrests increased. The percent of arrests of Black adults by 

Ramsey County law enforcement agencies rose from 38% in 2016 to 43% in 2020.  

2% 2% 2% 2% 2%

11% 12% 11%
13%

10%

38% 39%
42% 43% 43%

48% 47%
44%

42%
46%

2016 (n= 10,660) 2017 (n= 11,168) 2018 (n= 10,718) 2019 (n= 10,757) 2020 (n= 5251)

Adults arrested by Ramsey County law enforcement agencies by race, 2016-2020

American Indian/Alaska Native Asian Black/African American White
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ADULT ARRESTS

Arrests of Black adults by Ramsey County suburban police departments and the 

Sheriff’s Office increased from 24% in 2016 to 34% in 2020. Arrests of White adults 

decreased from 70% to 55%.

2% 2% 2% 3% 2%
4% 5% 4%

7% 8%

24% 25%
30%

35% 34%

70% 68%
64%

56% 55%

2016 (n= 3887) 2017 (n= 3884) 2018 (n= 3886) 2019 (n= 4128) 2020 (n=2950)

Adults arrested by Ramsey County suburban police departments and Sheriff's 
Office by race, 2016-2020

American Indian/Alaska Native Asian Black/African American White
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ADULT ARRESTS

About half the adults arrested by the St. Paul Police Department were Black and 

about one-third were White. 

3% 2% 2% 2% 1%

15% 16% 15% 17%

13%

47% 47%
50%

47%

53%

35% 35%
33% 34% 33%

2016 (n= 6773) 2017 (n= 7284) 2018 (n= 6832) 2019 (n= 6629) 2020 (n= 2303)

Adults arrested by the St. Paul Police Department by race, 2016-2020

American Indian/Alaska Native Asian Black/African American White
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ADULT ARRESTS

1%

14% 12%

73%

2%

10%

43%
46%

American Indian Asian Black/African American White

Ramsey County adults as a percentage of the population and arrests by race, 
2020

Population (18+ years) Arrests

There was significant disproportionality in adult arrests in Ramsey County in 2020. 

• Black adults were 12% of the population and 43% of those arrested. 

• White adults were 73% of the population and 46% of those arrested.
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ADULT ARRESTS

From 2016 to 2020, about half of adults arrested by Ramsey County law enforcement 

agencies were arrested for the 5 offenses below.  

20%

10%

8% 8%

4%

11% 11%

13%
12%

5%

Theft Drugs Simple assault DUI Aggravated assault

Top 5 offenses for which Ramsey County law enforcement agencies arrested adults, 
2016-2020

2016 (n= 10,634) 2017 (n=11,135) 2018 (n= 10,704) 2019 (n= 10,766) 2020 (n= 5259)

Arrests for simple assault and DUI increased.

* Theft does not include motor vehicle theft.

Arrests for theft declined.
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ADULT ARRESTS
From 2016 to 2020, between half and two-thirds of adults arrested by Ramsey County 

suburban police departments and Sheriff’s Office were arrested for the 5 offenses below.

28%

17%

9% 9%

5%

18%

14% 14%

9%

3%

Theft* DUI Simple assault Drugs Disorderly conduct

Top 5 offenses for which Ramsey County suburban police departments and Sheriff's 
Office arrested adults, 2016-2020

2016 (n= 3887) 2017 (n= 3886)  2018 (n= 3888) 2019 (n= 4137) 2020 (n= 2956)

Arrests for theft 
went down.

Arrests for simple assault rose. 

* Theft does not include motor vehicle theft.
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ADULT ARRESTS

From 2016 to 2020, almost half of adults arrested by the St. Paul Police Department 

were arrested for the 5 offenses below.

11%

15%

7%
6%

3%

14%

3%

13%

8%

10%

Drugs Theft* Simple assault Aggravated assault DUI

Top 5 offenses for which the St. Paul Police Department arrested adults, 
2016-2020

2016 (n=6747) 2017 (n=7249) 2018 (n=6816) 2019 (n=6629) 2020 (n=2303)

Arrests for simple 
assault went up.

Arrests for DUI increased.

* Theft does not include motor vehicle theft.

Arrests for theft dropped.
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ADULT ARRESTS
Two-thirds of arrests of White adults from 2016 to 2019 and half of arrests in 2020 by Ramsey 

County suburban police departments and Sheriff’s Office were for the 5 offenses below.

24%

20%

10%

9%

6%

15%
16%

10%

12%

3%

Theft* DUI Drugs Simple assault Disorderly conduct

Top 5 offenses for which Ramsey County suburban police departments and Sheriff's 
Office arrested White adults, 2016-2020

2016 (n= 2711) 2017 (n= 2652) 2018 (n= 2479) 2019 (n= 2302) 2020 (n= 1640)

Arrests for theft declined.

* Theft does not include motor vehicle theft.
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ADULT ARRESTS
Two-thirds of arrests of Black adults from 2016 to 2019 and half of arrests in 2020 by Ramsey 

County suburban police departments and Sheriff’s Office were for the 5 offenses below.

A substantial proportion of arrests were for theft. 

41%

12%

7% 6% 5%

24%

17%

9%
6%

4%

Theft* Simple assault DUI Drugs Disorderly conduct

Top 5 offenses for which Ramsey County suburban police departments and Sheriff's 
Office arrested Black adults, 2016-2020

2016 (n= 927) 2017 (n= 966) 2018 (n= 1153) 2019 (n= 1450) 2020 (n= 1012)

Arrests for theft decreased.

Arrests for simple 
assault increased.

* Theft does not include motor vehicle theft.
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ADULT ARRESTS

Nearly half of arrests of White adults by the St. Paul Police Department from 2016 to 

2020 were for the 5 offenses below.  

12%

16%

5%

3% 4%

17%

4%

13%

11%

4%

Drugs Theft* Simple assault DUI Motor vehicle theft

Top 5 offenses  for which the St. Paul Police Department arrested White adults, 
2016-2020

2016 (n= 2392) 2017 (n= 2558) 2018 (n= 2243) 2019 (n= 2262) 2020 (n= 758)

Arrests for drugs went up.
Arrests for 
theft declined.

Arrests for simple assault and DUI increased.

* Theft does not include motor vehicle theft.
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ADULT ARRESTS

About half of arrests of Black adults by the St. Paul Police Department from 2016 to 

2020 were for the 5 offenses below. 

15%

9%
8%

8%

4%
3%

12%

13%

9%

10%

Theft* Drugs Simple assault Aggravated assault Weapons

Top 5 offenses for which the St. Paul police department arrested Black adults, 
2016-2020

2016 (n= 3144) 2017 (n= 3390) 2018 (n= 3387) 2019 (n= 3135) 2020 (n= 1232)

Arrests for simple 
assault increased.

Arrests for weapons 
went up.

* Theft does not include motor vehicle theft.

Arrests for theft decreased.



Arrests of Youth
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YOUTH ARRESTS

Youth Arrests

• Youth between the ages of 10 and 17 years at the time of arrest.

• The age when youth could become involved with the juvenile justice 

system is 10. 

• Justice-involved children under 10 are considered Children in Need of 

Protection or Services (CHIPS).
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YOUTH ARRESTS

3093 3070

2516
2392

640

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Youths arrested by Ramsey County law enforcement 
agencies, 2016-2020

Ramsey County law 

enforcement agencies 

arrested fewer youths each 

year.

Arrests sharply declined by 

73% in 2020.
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YOUTH ARRESTS

The Maplewood, Roseville, and White Bear Lake police departments arrested varying 

numbers of youths from 2016 to 2020. All other agencies were consistent.
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200
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300
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2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Youths arrested by Ramsey County suburban police departments and Sheriff's Office, 
2016-2020 

Sheriff Lauderdale Maplewood Mounds View

New Brighton North St. Paul Roseville White Bear Lake
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YOUTH ARRESTS

The St. Paul Police 

Department arrested 

25% fewer youth from 

2016 to 2019.

Arrests dropped 79% 

in 2020.

2286 2275

1807
1713

367

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Youths arrested by the St. Paul Police Department, 
2016-2020
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YOUTH ARRESTS

There were significant racial disparities in arrests. About two-thirds of youth arrested 

by Ramsey County law enforcement agencies were Black.

1% 2% 1% 1% 2%
6% 5% 4% 3%

9%

68% 66%
69%

73%

66%

25%
27% 26%

22% 23%

2016 (n= 3088) 2017 (n= 3063) 2018 (n= 2494) 2019 (n= 2370) 2020 (n= 640)

Youths arrested by Ramsey County law enforcement agencies by race, 2016-2020

American Indian/Alaska Native Asian Black/African American White
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YOUTH ARRESTS

Arrests of Black youths by Ramsey County suburban police departments and the 

Sheriff’s Office increased from 41% in 2016 to 57% in 2020. Arrests of White youth 

decreased from 50% to 32%.

41%

48%

54%

63%

57%

50%
46%

43%

33% 32%

9%
7%

3% 4%

11%

2016 (n= 807) 2017 (n= 795) 2018 (n=687) 2019 (n= 656) 2020 (n=273)

Youths arrested by Ramsey County suburban police departments and by the 
Sheriff’s Office by race, 2016-2020

Black/African American White Other
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YOUTH ARRESTS

About 75% of youth arrested by the St. Paul Police Department were Black. 

1% 2% 2% 1% 3%
5% 5% 4% 3%

7%

77%
72%

75%
78%

73%

16%
20% 19% 18% 17%

2016 (n= 2286) 2017 (n=2272) 2018 (n= 1807) 2019 (n= 1714) 2020 (n= 367)

Youths arrested by the St. Paul Police Department by race, 2016-2020

American Indian/Alaska Native Asian Black/African American White
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YOUTH ARRESTS

2%

23% 22%

53%

2%

9%

66%

23%

American Indian Asian Black White

Ramsey County youth between 10 and 17 years as a percentage of the population 
and arrests by race, 2020

Population (10-17 years) Arrests

There was significant disproportionality in youth arrests in Ramsey County in 2020.

• Black youth were 22% of the population and 66% of those arrested.

• White youth were 53% of the population but 23% of those arrested.
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YOUTH ARRESTS

From 2016 to 2020, about half of youths arrested by Ramsey County law 

enforcement agencies were arrested for the 5 offenses below.  

23%

12%

8%

3%

5%

17%

15%

4%

11%

6%

Theft* Simple assault Disorderly conduct Motor vehicle theft Weapons

Top 5 offenses for which Ramsey County law enforcement agencies arrested youth, 
2016-2020

2016 (n= 3086) 2017 (n= 3066) 2018 (n= 2494) 2019 (n= 2373) 2020 (n=640)

Arrests for motor 
vehicle theft went up.

* Theft does not include motor vehicle theft.

Arrests for theft 
went down.
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YOUTH ARRESTS
From 2016 to 2020, between two-thirds and three-fourths of youth arrests by Ramsey 

County suburban police departments and Sheriff’s Office were for the 5 offenses below.

A substantial percent of arrests were for theft. 

50%

13%

6% 5%
2%

37%

6%

13%

3%

8%

Theft* Disorderly conduct Simple assault Drugs Vandalism

Top 5 offenses for which Ramsey County suburban police departments and Sheriff's 
Office arrested youth, 2016-2020

2016 (n=802) 2017 (n=791) 2018 (n=688) 2019 (n=658) 2020 (n=273)

Arrests for simple 
assault increased.

Arrests for vandalism increased.

* Theft does not include motor vehicle theft.

Arrests for theft 
and disorderly 
conduct decreased.
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YOUTH ARRESTS

From 2016 to 2020, about half of youths arrested by the St. Paul Police Department 

were arrested for the 5 offenses below.

14% 13%

4%

7%

4%

16%

2%

15%

11%

19%

Simple assault Theft* Motor vehicle theft Weapons Robbery

Top 5 offenses for which the St. Paul Police Department arrested youth, 
2016-2020

2016 (n=2284) 2017 (n=2275) 2018 (n=1806) 2019 (n=1715) 2020 (n= 367)

Arrests for 
robbery went up.

Arrests for motor 
vehicle theft rose.

* Theft does not include motor vehicle theft.

Arrests for theft 
dropped.
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YOUTH ARRESTS
About half of arrests of White youth by Ramsey County law enforcement agencies 

from 2016 to 2020 were for the 5 offenses below.

30%

9% 9%
11%

4%

16%

28%

5%
3% 3%

Theft* Simple assault Drugs Disorderly conduct Weapons

Top 5 offenses for which Ramsey County law enforcement agencies arrested White 
youths, 2016-2020

2016 (n= 766) 2017 (n= 823) 2018 (n= 639) 2019 (n= 526) 2020 (n= 148)

Arrests for simple 
assault went up.

Arrests for disorderly 
conduct went down.

* Theft does not include motor vehicle theft.

Arrests for theft 
decreased.



36

Research and Evaluation Unit

YOUTH ARRESTS
About half of arrests of Black youth by Ramsey County law enforcement agencies 

from 2016 to 2020 were for the 5 offenses below.

19%

13%

5%

3%

8%

14%

12%

16%

13%

5%

Theft* Simple assault Robbery Motor vehicle theft Disorderly conduct

Top 5 offenses for which Ramsey County law enforcement agencies arrested Black 
youths, 2016-2020

2016 (n= 2097) 2017 (n= 2024) 2018 (n= 1721) 2019 (n= 1740) 2020 (n= 424)

Arrests for theft decreased. 

* Theft does not include motor vehicle theft.

Arrests for robbery and motor vehicle theft increased. 



Summary
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Total Arrests

• Ramsey County law enforcement agencies arrested about 14,000 people 

each year from 2016 to 2019 and almost 6000 people in 2020. 

• In 2019 and 2020, Ramsey County law enforcement agencies arrested 

more Black people than White people. 



39

Research and Evaluation Unit

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Arrests of Adults

• Arrests of adults were consistent from 2016 to 2019. They dropped 

significantly in 2020. 

• Racial disparities in arrests of Black adults and White adults by suburban 

police departments and Sheriff’s Office increased. 

• Arrests of Black adults increased from 24% to 34%. 

• Arrests of White adults decreased from 70% to 55%.

• There were consistent racial disparities in arrests by the St. Paul Police 

Department. 

• Half of adults arrested were Black and one-third were White. 
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Arrests of Adults
• Half of adults arrested by Ramsey County law enforcement agencies were 

arrested for theft, drugs, simple assault, DUI, and aggravated assault.

• Disorderly conduct was more prevalent in the suburbs.

• Aggravated assault was more prevalent in St. Paul.

• Ramsey County suburban police departments and Sheriff’s Office arrested 

more White adults than Black adults for theft, DUI, drugs, disorderly 

conduct, and simple assault.

• The St. Paul Police Department arrested adults for different offenses.

• It arrested White adults for DUI and motor vehicle theft.

• It arrested Black adults for aggravated assault and weapons.
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Arrests of Youth

• Arrests of youth declined from 2016 to 2020.

• Racial disparities in arrests of Black youths and White youths by suburban 

police departments and Sheriff’s Office increased. 

• Arrests of Black youths increased from 41% to 57%. 

• Arrests of White youths decreased from 50% to 32%.

• The St. Paul Police Department arrested fewer Black youths, but there 

were still racial disparities.

• About 75% of youths arrested were Black.
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Arrests of Youth
• Half of youth arrested by Ramsey County law enforcement agencies were 

arrested for theft, simple assault, disorderly conduct, motor vehicle theft, 

and weapons.

• Disorderly conduct, vandalism, and drugs were more prevalent in the 

suburbs.

• Motor vehicle theft, weapons, and robbery were more prevalent in St. 

Paul.

• Ramsey County law enforcement agencies arrested youth for different 

offenses.

• They arrested White youths for drugs and weapons.

• They arrested Black youths for motor vehicle theft and robbery.



Questions
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TOTAL ARRESTS

389

532

698

815

580

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Adults and youths arrested by the Ramsey 
County Sheriff's Office, 2016-2020

9058
9557

8639 8341

2670

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Adults and youths arrested by the St. Paul Police 
Department, 2016-2020
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TOTAL ARRESTS
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ADULT ARRESTS

262 210

88

1203
1398

524

4085

4585

2244

5110

4564

2395

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Adults arrested by Ramsey County law enforcement agencies by race, 2016-2020

American Indian/Alaska Native Asian Black/African American White
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ADULT ARRESTS

82 65

167
236

927
1012

2711

1637

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Adults arrested by Ramsey County suburban police departments and Sheriff's Office 
by race, 2016-2020

American Indian/Alaska Native Asian Black/African American White
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ADULT ARRESTS

180

23

1036

288

3158

1232

2399

758

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Adults arrested by the St. Paul Police Department by race, 2016-2020

American Indian/Alaska Native Asian Black/African American White
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YOUTH ARRESTS

36 13

187
55

2099

424

766

148

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Youths arrested by Ramsey County law enforcement agencies by race, 2016-2020

American Indian/Alaska Native Asian Black/African American White



51

Research and Evaluation Unit

YOUTH ARRESTS

332

156

399

87
71

30

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Youths arrested by Ramsey County suburban police departments and by the Sheriff’s 
Office by race, 2016-2020

Black/African American White Other
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YOUTH ARRESTS

27 12

125 26

1767

268

367

61

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Youths arrested by the St. Paul Police Department by race, 2016-2020

American Indian/Alaska Native Asian Black/African American White
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ARRESTS BY OFFENSE TYPE 
TYPE

Arrests by Offense Type

There are two types of offenses:

• Part I offenses include murder, rape, aggravated assault, robbery, burglary, 

larceny, motor vehicle theft, arson, and human trafficking. 

• Part II offenses are considered less serious offenses. Examples include 

other assault, drug abuse, DUI, disorderly conduct, and weapons. 
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ARRESTS BY OFFENSE TYPE 
TYPE

4300 4249 3909 3872

1524

9333 9843
9488 9597

4364

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Adults and youths arrested for Part I and Part II offenses by Ramsey County 
law enforcement agencies, 2016-2020

Part I Part II
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ARRESTS BY OFFENSE TYPE

3223 3228
2806 2872

1225

1077 1021

1103 1000

299

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Part I arrests by Ramsey County law enforcement agencies by age category, 
2016-2020

Adult Juvenile
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ARRESTS BY OFFENSE TYPE

7517
7987 8093 8221

4031

1816
1856 1395 1376

333

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Part II arrests by Ramsey County law enforcement agencies by age category, 
2016-2020

Adult Juvenile


