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Food Scraps Drop-off Program
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Food Scraps Collection:

• 7 yard waste sites +

• 10 standalone sites (24/7) 



Food Scraps -  Accepted/Not Accepted
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Yes No
Meat, fish, bones, fats, grease Plastic bags
Dairy products Non-BPI Certified paper/plastic products
Fruits & veggies (prepared/expired) Raw fish animal carcasses
Grains/cereals Traditional recyclables (clean 

paper/cardboard, etc.)
Sauces, soups and vegetable oil Plastic-lined paper (freezer boxes, etc.)
Waste paper products (napkins, tissues) Personal hygiene products and diapers
Coffee and paper filters Pet wastes
BPI – Certified products Clothing (including 100% cotton)

Yard waste



2023 Collection Data
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• Yard waste sites: 1,041,019 lbs.
• 24/7 sites: 2,022,478 lbs. 
• TOTAL: 3,063,497 lbs. 

• Hauled to private composter in 
Rosemount

• Approximately 300 cubic yards of food 
scrap compost is purchased from 
metro composters and distributed to 
community gardens each spring



Commercial Organics Composting Facility
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Food scraps delivered to site

Mixing food scraps wth 
yard waste 

Forming new windrow 
with mixture 

Windrows are 
aerated using 
blowers (6-8 
weeks)

Windrows are pushed into piles for curing 
(60-90 days) and then screened

Finished 
compost for 
sale!



2022 Food Scraps Waste Sort
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Sorted food scraps for contamination:  
• Summit Hill Yard Waste site
• Highland Park 24/7 site

PROCESS:
1. Collected & weighed food scraps prior to sorting
2. Deposited samples in separate piles on ground
3. Opened every bag and sorted all loose materials
4. Weighed contamination to determine % of total 

weight.



2022 Food Scraps Waste Sort (continued)
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Results: Contaminants included: 
• Plastic-lined paper: To-go containers, paper cups, food wrappers, shiny paper plates, ice cream tubs, pizza box 

liners, etc.
• Recyclables: Cardboard/boxboard/cartons, newspapers in bulk, plastic bottles and cups, to-go containers, yogurt 

cups, aluminum cans, etc.
• Other: Non-BPI certified compostable bags, utensils, straws, non-recyclable or compostable plastic cups and 

containers, sauce packets, etc.



2022 Food Scraps Waste Sort (continued)
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Results:

Percent Contamination
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THANK YOU!
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