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Do you always check the plastic number when you recycle?

FOR A MILLION DOLLARS 
What plastic numbers are 
recyclable in MN?



FILSAN IBRAHIM, 
SUPERVISOR 

MINETTE SAULOG
TUTU FATUKASI 
URIEL ROSALES 

TLATENCHI

• Partner with cities to make sure 
residents have efficient equitable 
recycling services, and they 
provide technical assistance, 
consulting, and financial assistance 
to these cities, through state funds

• Work with school districts to adopt 
and apply sustainability and 
environmental justice policies and 
implement waste reduction, reuse 
and recycling programs with grants 
and technical assistance

• Strategize ways to increase 
recycling in apartment buildings

• Partner with public, private and 
non-profit entities to manage waste 
as a resource through a variety of 
ways

• Support EH Fellowships Program

SOLID WASTE 
PROGRAMS 
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Ramsey & Washington Waste Designation
• Implemented January 1, 2018
• All MSW generated in the two counties required to be transported to the 

Recycling & Energy Center for processing (directly or via transfer)
• Hauler compliance is essential
• Allows Ramsey County to monitor year-to-year                                       

volume of waste deliveries, and types of materials                               
collected and delivered, to the R&E and                                              
contracted transfer stations

• Applies to waste after collection, regardless of                                            
when it was collected or from where                                                   
(residential or commercial)
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Recycling in Single Unit Homes and Multiunit Homes

o MN Waste Management Act, which governs solid waste and materials 
management activities in the state

o The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) is responsible for 
establishing solid waste policy and planning in accordance with 
Minnesota’s Waste Management Act

o State law requires that all residents have the opportunity to recycle
o 17 Cities in Ramsey County 

o SUD= 226,990
o MUD= ~4,000

o 9 Organized Cities 
o Cities have contracts in place with haulers which might only be for 

recycling or a combined trash and recycling contract
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Commercial Recycling: Businesses, Schools & 
More Opportunities

• Commercial recycling law (MN Statute 115A.151)
• Business/building generates more than 4 cubic yds of trash/week – required to 

collect at least three types of recyclables (applies to Ramsey and other metro 
counties)

• Multi-unit dwellings also required to have recycling under this law
• BizRecycling grant program
• School recycling grants through Ramsey, R&E programs
• Improving access and equity
• Data collection hurdles 
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https://recyclingandenergy.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/2022-RWRE-Annual-Report_Web.pdf
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Funding to Support Recycling Programs

• County Environmental Charge (CEC)
• Rate is 28% for residential, 53% for non-residential & commercial
• Service charge collected from customers by haulers
• Funds programs administered by Ramsey County (e.g. BizRecycling 

through the R&E, food scraps, HHW, yard waste, Fix-It Clinics)
• SCORE

• Receive two payments/year from MPCA (approx. $1.6M in 2023)
• Annual reporting required to remain eligible
• Passed to Ramsey municipalities to support recycling programs
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Ramsey 
County

Materials 
Collected 

for 
Recycling 

by Year
2011-2022

Source: MPCA 
2022 SCORE 

Report 
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Education 
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Climate and Recycling 
o WARM (Waste Reduction Model) developed by the EPA to offer assessments of potential 

reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, energy conservation, and economic 
implications associated with various materials management approaches

o Ramsey County Social Vulnerability
o ReTrac 
o SCORE Statewide Data
o Climate Action Plan 
o Community Health Assessment

https://www.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=2bd18bc999dd452db6c680eba697f916
https://app.re-trac.com/manage/programs/183/analytics/2285
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/mpca.data.services/viz/2022SCOREReport/2022SCOREreport?publish=yes
https://www.ramseycounty.us/sites/default/files/Recycling%20and%20Waste/Environment/RCCA-Climate%20Equity%20Action%20Plan2.29.24_8.5x11_2.pdf
https://www.ramseycounty.us/your-government/open-government/research-data/community-health-assessment
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Climate, Recycling and YOU
o Overall Consumption 
o Wishcycling

• Batteries, tangles, black plastics
• STP 8.6% North Oaks 7.3%
• Roseville 8.4 % RC~ 6-10% 

o Buying recycled items! 
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Questions?

Contact info:

Filsan Ibrahim
Filsan.Ibrahim@ramseycounty.us

Minette Saulog
Minette.Saulog@ramseycounty.us 

mailto:Filsan.Ibrahim@ramseycounty.us
mailto:Minette.Saulog@ramseycounty.us
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