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Second Harvest Heartland’s mission: 
End Hunger Through Community Partnerships
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2016 Impact

Distributed more than 80 million meals!

55% of the food we distributed was fresh!

Recruited 28,832 volunteers who 
donated over 132,333 volunteer hours!
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Individuals is Ramsey County were missing 11.7 million meals. Second Harvest Heartland has 
delivered 5.8 million meals, or 40% of need through our partnerships. There’s more work to do. 

- Feeding America’s “Mapping the Meal Gap” (2014)



Source: EPA

US EPA Food Waste Hierarchy

Food Waste 
Diversion

Food Waste 
Disposal

The portion of food waste that is 
sent to landfill or incineration

Source Reduction
Reduce the volume of food waste generated

Feed Hungry People
Donate extra food to food banks, soup kitchens and shelters

Feed Animals
Divert food scraps to animal feed

Industrial Uses
Provide waste oils for rendering and 
fuel conversion; and food scraps for 

digestion to recover energy

Composting
Create a nutrient-rich 

soil amendment

Landfill/
Incineration

Last resort 
for disposal

SHH, Feeding America 
network member is the 
primary avenue for 
using food waste to 
feed people 

FA and SHH want to 
ensure that food fit for 
human consumption 
goes to people and not 
animals or compost.  
Both of which cost 
businesses money.
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 Food Rescue provided > 35% of SHH’s total volume in 2016, 34M pounds
 SHH only source of donated meat products
 Provide balanced meals, ingredients for all cuisines 
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SHH Rescued Pounds - Ramsey County 

3,575,460 million pounds 
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+ 1 million pounds!
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