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What is this project 
all about?
• Project area: Rice Street between 

Pennsylvania Avenue and Wheelock Parkway 
in St. Paul

• Diverse mix of residents, users, businesses, 
and modes of travel

• Safety and traffic, community development, 
business vitality, bike and pedestrian 
connections, public safety, and livability 
concerns 

Goal: develop plan for Rice Street!
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Project Timeline

Public Engagement
September 2019 – November 2021

Implementation
2022 and Beyond

Preliminary Design
August 2020 – November 2021
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What we’ve heard
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Community Engagement 
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What is Rice 
Street like today?

October 2019-
October 2020

Potential 
roadway designs 

November 2020-
June 2021

Top 3 roadway 
designs
July 2021-

October 2021

Recommended 
design

November 2021-
December 2021

20+ pop-up 
events

21 email 
blasts

11 
videos 

1,000+ 
comments 

4 open 
houses
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Design



• Work with the community 
• Invest in community institutions
• Build relationships and capacity
• Look to the long term

Engagement Strategy



Community Liaisons

• Developing activity book and inserts
• Forming community partnerships
• Doing focus group discussions
• Pop up engagement activities
• Next up: cookbook for community



Since we last met…
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Concepts Comment Map135+ 
comments!
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Marydale Festival and 
Rice/Larpenteur Block Party 485+ 

comments!



High Level Takeaways

• Give high priority for pedestrian and traffic safety, 
particularly at intersections and crossings.

• Carefully consider bicycle and transit facility options
and how they fit with other modes.

• Support the community beyond the roadway: 
economic development, business vitality, public safety, 
and livability.
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How This Informs Project

Pedestrian and traffic safety improvements
• Roadway reconfiguration
• Enhanced pedestrian crossings

Bicycle and transit options/enhancements
• Options with upgraded bike facilities
• Upgraded transit facilities, related to BRT

Community support
• Implementation and partnership approach beyond the roadway
• Inclusive, capacity-building process
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Recommended Design
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Evaluation Goals and Criteria

Transportation Goals & Criteria Community Context Goals & Criteria

1 Safe pedestrian accommodations

2 Safe bicycle connections

3 Improved transit service

4 Safe traffic operations

5 Welcoming streetscape

1 Economic development and business support

2 Workforce development and employment

3 Healthy community

4 Public safety

5 Community-defined goals
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November 2020

7 Concepts
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Existing
4-Lane Roadway, Sidewalks

Key 
elements

• 4-lane roadway with 11-12’ lanes
• 6’ sidewalks and 4’ boulevards
• Parking during certain hours in outside lanes

• NOTE: 4-lane option not considered viable
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Key 
elements

• 3-lane roadway with 11’ thru lanes and a 10’ turn lane
• 6-foot sidewalks, 5-foot boulevards
• Two-way 8-foot separated bike lane

Concept A
3-Lane Roadway, 

2-Way Separated Bike Lane 
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Concept B
3-Lane Roadway, 
Shared Use Path

Key 
elements

• 3-lane roadway with 11’ thru lanes and a 10’ turn lane
• 6-foot sidewalk, 6-foot boulevards
• 12-foot shared use side path
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Concept C
3-Lane Roadway

Boulevard and Sidewalk

Key 
elements

• 3-lane roadway with 11’ thru lanes and a 10’ turn 
lane

• 8-foot sidewalks, 7-foot boulevards
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Concept B
3-Lane Roadway, 
Shared Use Path

Key 
elements

• 3-lane roadway with 11’ thru lanes and a 10’ 
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Prioritizes bike and pedestrian accessibility over cars
• New dedicated bike accommodation
• Improved pedestrian access and crossings

Compared to Concept A (bike lane), this one is:
• Better fit with accommodating new BRT
• More flexible in space in public realm, allowing for greening/streetscape
• Easier to be maintained, though questions remain
• More able to include on-street parking, through questions remain
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Full Closure
Winnipeg Ave
Hatch Ave
Cook Ave
Rose Ave
Ivy Ave

Left Turn Removed
Northbound at Ivy 
Southbound at Cottage
Southbound at Hoyt

Focus: Roadway Access Restrictions



Focus: BRT Project



Some considerations…
Not all the roadway will be reconstructed at once

• Minimize disruptions to businesses and travelers
• Focus on areas that need the biggest change

Options can be flexed by roadway segment
• Variations in overall right-of-way width
• Differences in need for on-street parking

Future discussions will get into details
• Intersection/pedestrian crossing design
• Transit service and facilities
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Livability Framework
Implementation Plan



Breakout Session
15 minutes
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Report Back
15 minutes
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Implementation
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Implementation
• 2022-2023 – preliminary and final design

• More detailed design
• Stormwater and streetscaping details
• Right-of-way considerations
• Transit integration, including G Line project
• Project staging and funding

• 2024 – construction starts
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Engage Online
Look for notification of online resources:

• Recording and copy of presentation
• INPUTiD map with roadway layout
• Cross sections and visualizations
• More resources to come!
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Next steps

Develop project  
implementation 

plan

Additional 
engagement and 

reporting

Move into 
implementation 
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Additional questions?
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Visioning StudyThank you!
ramseycounty.us/
RiceStreetStudy

Don’t forget to sign up for 
email updates on the website!
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