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1. INTRODUCTION 
The Riverview Modern Streetcar Project is a 12-mile planned transportation connection between 

neighborhoods and anchor destinations and employers in downtown Saint Paul, the Minneapolis-

St. Paul International Airport, and the Mall of America. The modern streetcar line is planned to run 

generally along Minnesota Trunk Highway 5 (TH 5, also known as W. 7th Street) and will provide a 

higher capacity with frequent service in an area with a growing population and employment, and a 

transit-reliant population that needs accessible and dependable service. The planned modern 

streetcar line includes use of existing METRO Green Line stations and tracks in downtown Saint 

Paul and existing METRO Blue Line stations and tracks in Bloomington. Ten new stations are 

planned in Saint Paul and one in the historic Fort Snelling and Bdote area (see Figure 1). Mead & 

Hunt, Inc. (Mead & Hunt) is completing the architecture/history survey and evaluation efforts in 

compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Section 106). The 

work for this project will be conducted in accordance with Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 

for Archaeology and Historic Preservation (NPS 1983), the Minnesota State Historic 

Preservation Office’s (SHPO) Historic and Architectural Survey Manual (2017). Background 

research for archaeology properties is provided in a separate report.  

 

https://www.metrotransit.org/metro-green-line?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.metrotransit.org/metro-blue-line?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Figure 1. Riverview Modern Streetcar corridor and station location map. 

 

 

In 2020 the Minnesota Department of Transportation Cultural Resources Unit (MnDOT CRU) 

prepared a historic context and literature review for the portion of the Riverview Modern 

Streetcar project corridor within the City of Saint Paul for the portion of the project Study Area in 

Ramsey County east of the Mississippi River, titled Historic Context of the Riverview Modern 

Streetcar Corridor in Saint Paul, 1850-1980 (see Appendix A). The purpose of this Background 

Research Report is to complete the literature review for the Riverview Modern Streetcar 

Hennepin County Study Area (Study Area), located south and west of the Mississippi River. 

This Background Research Report and the MnDOT CRU report combined serve as the 

literature review for the Riverview Modern Streetcar project. 
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This report identifies previous historical surveys and reports, and National Register of Historic 

Places (National Register)-eligible and listed properties that have the potential to be impacted 

by the Riverview Modern Streetcar project in Hennepin County. It also provides an update to the 

MnDOT CRU report by identifying newly listed or determined eligible properties in Ramsey 

County, including historic properties identified in the Gold Line Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) and 

Rush Line BRT surveys completed in 2020.  

 

For the purposes of this Background Research Report, the Study Area includes properties 

adjacent to the proposed corridor south and west of the Mississippi River in Hennepin County. It is 

primarily located within the Unorganized Territory of Fort Snelling, but also includes portions of the 

cities of Minneapolis, Richfield, and Bloomington. It is roughly bound by the Minnesota River and 

Mississippi River to the east, TH 62 to the north, and TH 77 to the west. The southern boundary 

extends east from E. 86th Street across Long Meadow Lake to the Minnesota River. The Study 

Area largely includes properties associated with Fort Snelling, Fort Snelling National Cemetery, 

and the Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport (MSP). The Mall of America, along with a 

concentration of other commercial properties, is located within the Study Area south of Interstate 

Highway 494 (I-494)/TH 5 and east of TH 77. See Figure 2 for a map of the Study Area. 

 

The Study Area will serve as the starting point for development of the Area Potential Effects 

(APE). However, the APE will be defined and refined as project details are known in a 

subsequent task. Mead & Hunt will revisit the results of the Background Research Report prior 

to commencing Phase I fieldwork (anticipated to be spring/summer 2021) to identify if there are 

any additional National Register-eligible or listed properties within the to-be-defined Area of 

Potential Effects (APE). 
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Figure 2. Hennepin County Study Area map. 
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2. METHODOLOGY  
To prepare this report Mead & Hunt contacted the Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office 

(SHPO) to identify previously surveyed, eligible, and listed resources within the Study Area. The 

request included the Township-Range-Sections listed below that are included in the Study Area:  

 

T28N, R23W, 19 

T28N, R23W, 20 

T28N, R23W, 21 

T28N, R24W, 25 

T28N, R23W, 30 

T28N, R23W, 29 

T28N, R23W, 31 

T28N, R23W, 32 

T28N, R24W, 36 

T27N, R24W, 1 

T27N, R23W, 6 

T29N, R22W, 31 

T29N, R22W, 32 

T28N, R22W, 6 

T28N, R22W, 5 

T28N, R23W, 1 

T28N, R23W, 2 

T28N, R23W, 11 

T28N, R23W, 12 

T28N, R22W, 7 

T28N, R23W, 10 

T28N, R23W, 15 

T28N, R23W, 14 

T28N, R23W, 16 

T28N, R23W, 17 

T28N, R23W, 22 

T28N, R23W, 23 

 

In response to the request, SHPO provided UTM coordinates for previously surveyed resources. 

This data was used to determine if previously surveyed resources are within the Study Area. 

Properties located at Fort Snelling and MSP identified in the SHPO data as demolished since 

their recordation were not included in this report since they are no longer extant.  

 

Mead & Hunt also consulted online databases and contacted local government offices in 

Minneapolis, Richfield, Bloomington, and Hennepin County to determine the presence of any 

locally designated historic properties within the Study Area. No locally designated historic 

properties were found in the Study Area. 

 

2.1. LITERATURE REVIEW 
A literature review was conducted to identify previous reports and studies within the Study Area. 

Reports were collected from the files of the SHPO, the Metropolitan Airports Commission, and 

past work of the project team in the Study Area. However, access to repositories and SHPO 

files was limited due to due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Information will be supplemented in 

future project phases as necessary. Identified reports were used to confirm and identify National 

Register-listed and eligible properties within the Study Area and are expected to inform the 

preparation of the historic context for the Hennepin County Study Area. The reports are 
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organized below into three categories: relating to the Fort Snelling area, relating to MSP, and 

other studies. In addition, two BRT studies that were completed in 2020 that overlap with the 

project’s Study Area in downtown Saint Paul are included to update the Ramsey County results 

presented in the MnDOT CRU report. The following sections provide brief overviews of the 

previous reports and studies gathered by the project team.  

 

2.1.1. FORT SNELLING AREA REPORTS 

The review of previous cultural resource reports within the Study Area identified numerous 

reports and other documents related to the history of Fort Snelling that generally date between 

2000 and 2020. The reports identified during the literature search are organized below based on 

the content and purpose of the report: those with general historic contexts and those focused on 

individual buildings. The Fort Snelling area consists of four overlapping historic districts: the Fort 

Snelling National Historic Landmark, the Fort Snelling National Register Historic District, the Old 

Fort Snelling Historic District (listed in the State Register of Historic Places [State Register]), 

and the Reconstructed Fort at Historic Fort Snelling Historic District (see Section 3 for more 

information). Fort Snelling is also a Minnesota State Historic Site. Although the buildings at Fort 

Snelling are generally associated with military history, its location at the confluence of the 

Mississippi and Minnesota Rivers carries cultural significance to the Dakota people, who refer to 

this location as Bdote. 

 

Reports with general historic contexts 

The following reports include detailed historic contexts related to the history of Fort Snelling, 

from early contact between Native Americans and Europeans to construction of the military 

posts in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, through the reconstruction and restoration of the 

Lower Post in the 1960s and 1970s.  

 

Christman, Abbey, and Charlene Roise. From Frontier to Country Club: A Historical Study of 

the “New” Fort Snelling. Prepared for the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, 

2002. 

 

Clouse, Robert Alan, and Elizabeth Knudson Steiner. All That Remains: A Study of Historic 

Structures at Fort Snelling, Minnesota. Prepared for the Minnesota Department of 

Natural Resources, 1998. 

 

Foss, Nicole. Historic Context of the Veterans Affairs Hospital System in Hennepin County, 

Minnesota. Submitted to the Minnesota Historical Society, 2017.  
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Foss, Nicole, and Saleh Miller, The 106 Group Ltd. Minnesota State Historic Site Context 

(1965-Present), Reconstructed Sites in Minnesota Context (1936-1978), and Historic 

Fort Snelling State Historic Site Evaluation. 2018. 

 

George, Douglas C., and David S. Radford. Cultural Resource Reconnaissance Survey for 

an Access Road and Chapel Parking Lot Resurfacing Project, Fort Snelling State 

Park, Hennepin County, Minnesota. Prepared for the Minnesota Department of 

Natural Resources Division of Parks and Trails, 2017. 

 

Harrison, Christina. Before the Fort: Native American Presence at the Confluence of the 

Mississippi and Minnesota Rivers. Prepared for Minneapolis Park and Recreation 

Board, 2002. 

 

Miller Dunwiddie Architecture and Hess, Roise and Company. Fort Snelling West District - 

Historical Context Study and Development Guidelines. Prepared for Hennepin 

County, 2010. 

 

Quinn Evans Architects. Historic Fort Snelling Cultural Landscape Report. Prepared for the 

Minnesota Historical Society, 2017. 

 

Roise, Charlene K., and Stephanie K. Atwood. Minnesota Historic Property Record - Old 

Fort Snelling. 2010. 

 

White, Bruce, and Helen White. Fort Snelling in 1838: An Ethnographic and Historical Study. 

Prepared for the Minnesota Historical Society, 1998. 

 

Zellie, Carole, and Amy M. Lucas. Fort Snelling Upper Post Cultural Landscape Analysis for 

the Fort Snelling Projects: Hennepin County Road Improvements Project at Fort 

Snelling and Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board Trail Improvement Project at 

Fort Snelling. Prepared for Stonebrooke Engineering, Inc., 2016. 

 

Individual buildings 

The following reports are focused on individual buildings located within the Upper and Lower 

Posts at Fort Snelling. These reports include brief but detailed historic contexts of the individual 

buildings, often including numerous historic photographs, maps, and design drawings. Beyond 

the historic contexts, these reports generally focus on current site conditions and 
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recommendations for future treatments. The majority date to 2008-2009, but two reference initial 

reconstruction and restoration recommendations from the 1970s. 

 

Clouse, Robert A. Reconstruction Recommendations: Officers Quarters, c.1970. 

 

Grossman, John. Reconstruction of The Long Barracks - Fort Snelling Restoration: A 

Research Study. Saint Paul, Minn.: Minnesota Historical Society, 1973. 

 

Lackovic, Ginny. Fort Snelling Gate House: Historical Review & Existing Conditions 

Summary. Prepared for the Minnesota Historical Society, 2009. 

 

Lackovic, Ginny. Fort Snelling Parade Ground & Site Topography: Historical Review & 

Existing Conditions Summary. Prepared for the Minnesota Historical Society, 2009. 

 

Lackovic, Ginny. Fort Snelling Perimeter Fortress Walls - Northwest Wall / New Sally Port: 

Historical Review & Existing Conditions Summary. Prepared for the Minnesota 

Historical Society, 2009. 

 

Roise, Charlene, and Penny Petersen. Fort Snelling’s Buildings 17, 18, 22, and 30: Their 

Evolution and Context. Prepared for the Minnesota Historical Society, 2008. 

 

Roise, Charlene, and Penny Petersen. Fort Snelling’s Walls and Sutler’s Store Revisited. 

Prepared for the Minnesota Historical Society, 2008. 

 

Zellie, Carole, and Rita Goodrich. Fort Snelling Cavalry Drill Hall Historic Structure Report. 

Prepared for Northern Star Council BSA and LHB Architects, 2009. 

 

2.1.2. MINNEAPOLIS-ST. PAUL INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

REPORTS 

Several studies have been conducted to review historic resources related to and surrounding 

MSP. These reports generally date to between 1990 and 2015 and were completed in response 

to planned improvements and mitigation projects related to the continuing development of the 

MSP airport. 
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Dual Track Planning Process, 1992-1996 

Beginning in 1989 the Dual Track Planning Process was initiated to determine a best option 

between maintaining MSP or building a new airport in Dakota County. The historical review for 

this planning process included a reconnaissance-level survey in 1992, with more intensive 

surveys following between 1994 and 1996. The reports include brief contextual information on 

the background and construction of the MSP facilities between the 1930s and the 1980s. These 

studies determined the Wold-Chamberlain Terminal Complex (c.1920-c.1945) to be a National 

Register-eligible historic district on the MSP property. The contributing buildings in this historic 

district were later demolished (date unknown). This study also identified several individual 

National Register-eligible buildings north and west of MSP, outside of the Study Area. Utilizing 

National Register Criteria Consideration G and taking into account integrity issues, the buildings 

associated with Terminals 1 and 2 (c.1960-c.1970) were determined to not have exceptional 

significance. Reports associated with this include the following: 

 

Roise, Charlene K. Minneapolis-St. Paul Airport Reconnaissance Survey Volume II: The 

Built Environment. Prepared for the Metropolitan Airports Commission and Howard 

Needles Tammen and Bergendoff, 1992. 

 

Roise, Charlene K. Determination of National Register Eligibility: Original Wold-Chamberlain 

Terminal Complex Minneapolis, Hennepin County, Minnesota. Prepared for the 

Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office, 1994.  

 

Roise, Charlene K., Shawn P. Rounds, and Cynthia DeMiranda. Minneapolis-Saint Paul 

Airport Reconnaissance/Intensive-Level Survey (For Long-Term Comprehensive 

Plan Alternative Environmental Document): The Built Environment. Prepared for the 

Metropolitan Airports Commission and HNTB, Inc., 1995. 

 

Roise, Charlene K., and Chad Perkins. Supplemental Report on Above-Ground Historic and 

Architectural Resources for Dual Track Airport Planning Process: MSP, New Airport 

and No Action Alternatives. Prepared for the Metropolitan Airports Commission and 

HNTB, Inc., 1996. 

 

Science Applications International Corporation. Cultural Resources Survey Report - 

Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport Air Reserve Station. Minneapolis: Prepared 

for Headquarters, Air Force Reserve and Science and Engineering Associates, Inc., 

1995. 
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Sound Insulation Program, 1996-2005 

The following reports were associated with the MAC’s Sound Insulation Program in the 1990s 

and 2000s. Surveys were conducted in 1996 and 2003-2005 to assess the National Register 

eligibility of residential properties north and west of MSP for sound insulation mitigation. The 

associated reports include historic contexts related to suburban development in south 

Minneapolis and the suburbs of Richfield and Bloomington. These surveys identified several 

individual properties located outside the Study Area. One property within the Study Area, 

Spruce Shadows Farm at 901 Old Shakopee Road East (HE-BLC-071), was determined eligible 

for the National Register. 

 

Roise, Charlene K., Christine A. Curran, and Denis Gardner. Minneapolis-St. Paul 

International Airport Part 150 Sound Insulation Program Historic/Architectural Survey 

of 1996 DNL 65 Minneapolis, Minnesota. Prepared for Center for Energy and 

Environment, 1997. 

 

Pearson, Marjorie, and Elizabeth A. Gales. DNL 60 to 64—2005 Sound Insulation Program 

Historical-Architectural Evaluation for Section 106 Compliance. Minneapolis, 2007. 

 

Terminal 1 and 2 expansion, 2011-2012 

A reconnaissance-level survey was undertaken in 2011-2012 to reevaluate and identify 

potentially significant historic buildings or structures at MSP in anticipation of expansion projects 

related to Terminals 1 and 2. This report includes a brief context related to the construction of 

Terminals 1 and 2 and initial findings based on the reconnaissance survey. It found that due to 

substantial alterations and demolitions to the terminal buildings and surrounding facilities, there 

was no potential for National Register significance. This report also noted that the four buildings 

contributing to the Wold-Chamberlain Terminal Complex historic district received Historic 

American Building Survey (HABS) documentation (HABS No. MN-158) and were subsequently 

demolished (date of demolition unknown). Reports associated with the Terminal 1 and 2 

expansion study include the following.  

 

Roise, Charlene K. Reconnaissance Assessment - Expansion of Terminals 1 and 2 

Minneapolis-Saint Paul International Airport. Minneapolis, 2012. 

 

Roise, Charlene K. Reconnaissance Assessment - Expansion of Terminals 1 and 2 

Minneapolis-Saint Paul International Airport. Minneapolis, 2011. 
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Terminal 1 hotel development 

A Phase I historic survey was conducted from 2015 to 2016 prior to construction of the Terminal 

1 Hotel at MSP. The report identified National Register-listed or -eligible properties within a 

roughly three-quarter mile buffer of the proposed project area. The report identified the Fort 

Snelling Historic District, Fort Snelling National Cemetery, and Building 617 as eligible for the 

National Register, all of which had been previously surveyed. No new properties were 

determined to be eligible to the National Register.  

 

Miller, Saleh, Kathryn Ohland, and Rebecca Johnson. Phase I Architecture/History Survey 

and Assessment of Effects Study for the Minneapolis-Saint Paul Airport Terminal 1 

Hotel Development Project. Prepared for Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc., 2016. 

 

2.1.3. ADDITIONAL REPORTS RELATED TO THE STUDY AREA 
 

D Line Bus Rapid Transit Project 

In 2018 Phase I and Phase II architectural history studies were conducted for the proposed D 

Line BRT project from Brooklyn Center to the Mall of America in Bloomington. This study spans 

a large geographic area that extends beyond the Study Area, although the southern terminus at 

the Mall of America on American Boulevard lies within the Study Area.  

 

Schmidt, Andrew, Elizabeth Gales, and Kristen Koelinger. Phases I and II Architectural 

History Studies for The D Line Bus Rapid Transit Project: Minneapolis, Richfield and 

Bloomington, Hennepin County, Minnesota. Authorized and Sponsored by Metro 

Transit Division of the Metropolitan Council and Federal Transit Administration, 2018. 

 

Minnesota Bridges, 1955-1970 

In 2013 a statewide survey was completed for historic bridges built between 1955 and 1970. 

Four bridges within the Study Area have been identified as National Register-eligible structures. 

These include the Fort Snelling Tunnel (Minnesota Bridge No. 27027/HE-FSR-0155), the 

abandoned Tower Avenue Bridge (Bridge 9155/HE-FSR-0158) at TH 5 within Fort Snelling, the 

TH 5 Mississippi River Bridge (Bridge 9300/XX-BRI-054), and the TH 77 Bridge over I-494 

(Bridge 9082/HE-FSR-0125). 1 

 

 
1 The inventory numbers for the Fort Snelling Tunnel (Minnesota Bridge 27027) and the abandoned 

Tower Avenue Bridge (Bridge 9155) in the Historic Bridge Survey report (noted as HE-FSR-125 for Bridge 

27027 and HE-FSR-131 for Bridge 9155) are believed to be incorrect and have been corrected based on 

available data from SHPO.   
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Mead & Hunt, Inc. Evaluation Report and Historic Context: Minnesota Bridges, 1955-1970 

(Including Trunk Highway Evaluations). Prepared for the Minnesota department of 

Transportation, 2013. 

 

Interstate Highway 494 

In 1992 a study was conducted to determine the historic significance of a segment of I-494 

between I-394 and the Minnesota River, and its role in shaping the suburban development 

south and west of Minneapolis. This report includes a detailed construction history of I-494 and 

TH 5, along with a historic context of suburban development within and adjacent to the Study 

Area. This report found that most of I-494 did not have potential for National Register eligibility 

due to integrity issues, and that more time was needed to determine the significance and 

eligibility of individual resources associated with the corridor. This study pre-dates the 2005 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) Interstate Exemption, which exempts most 

Interstate Highway resources from Section 106 review.  

 

Hess-Roise Historical Consultants, and BRW, Inc. Phase II Cultural Resources Investigation 

of the Proposed I-494 Reconstruction (Minnesota River to I-394). Prepared for the 

Minnesota Department of Transportation, 1994. 

 

Roise, Charlene K. Interstate 494 and the Evolution of Suburbia. Prepared for the State 

Historic Preservation Office, 1992. 

 

2.1.4. RAMSEY COUNTY REPORTS 

The Gold Line and Rush Line BRT project areas overlap the Riverview Study Area in downtown 

Saint Paul. These studies were not completed at the time of the preparation of MnDOT CRU’s 

2020 Historic Context of the Riverview Modern Streetcar Corridor in Saint Paul, 1850-1980 (see 

Appendix A). Therefore, these reports and their findings are included to update the literature 

results for Ramsey County. 

 

Gold Line Bus Rapid Transit Project 

In 2020 Phase I and II architectural history studies were completed for the Gold Line BRT 

project in Saint Paul. The completed Gold Line study identified one additional National Register-

eligible property in the Study Area in downtown Saint Paul: the Saint Paul Auditorium Addition 

(Roy Wilkins Auditorium, RA-SPC-11103) located adjacent to the Rice Park Historic District.  

 

Metro Gold Line Bus Rapid Transit Project Supplemental Report I, Phases I and II 

Investigation: Architecture/History, November 2020. 
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Rush Line Bus Rapid Transit Project 

In 2020 Phase I and II architectural history studies were completed for the Rush Line BRT 

project in Ramsey County. The completed Rush Line study identified two properties in the 

Riverview Study Area in downtown Saint Paul that were not included in the CRU report: the 

Golden Rule Department Store (RA-SPC-3171) located at 453-499 Robert Street N and the 

Foot, Schulze and Co. Building (RA-SPC-3174) located at 500 Robert Street N. Both of these 

properties were determined eligible for the National Register in 2018. 

 

Pettis, Emily, and Christina Slattery, Mead & Hunt, Inc. Phase I Architecture/History Survey 

and Phase II Evaluation of the Rush Line Bus Rapid Transit Project Ramsey County, 

Minnesota. Prepared for the Ramsey County Regional Rail Authority, June 2020. 

 

3. RESULTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

3.1. LISTED AND DETERMINED ELIGIBLE 

PROPERTIES IN HENNEPIN COUNTY STUDY 

AREA 
Review of previous reports and data collected from SHPO determined that the Study Area 

currently includes four National Register-listed or eligible and/or State Register-listed historic 

districts and 115 individually listed or eligible properties.  

 

• The four historic districts located at Fort Snelling have overlapping boundaries (see  

Figure 3). The boundaries of the Fort Snelling National Register Historic District are currently 

being revised and the updated boundary will be incorporated into future reports. The historic 

districts within the Study Area include:  

• Fort Snelling National Register Historic District (HE-FSR-0001) 

• Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark (no SHPO inventory number assigned) 

• Old Fort Snelling Historic District (State Register) (defined by Historic Sites Act of 1965 

(rev. 1993; no SHPO inventory number assigned) 

• Reconstructed Fort at Historic Fort Snelling (National Register-eligible, HE-FSR-0177) 
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A total of 116 individual properties within the Study Area are listed in or eligible for the National 

Register, 111 of which are located within at least one of the four Fort Snelling historic districts 

listed above. Five are outside of the Fort Snelling historic districts as indicated in Table 1. Ten of 

the 111 properties at Fort Snelling could not be specifically located or verified to be extant. The 

status of these individual properties within one or more of the historic districts will be confirmed 

during the Phase I survey for this project.  

 

Table 1 lists the 116 individual properties with the SHPO inventory number, property name, 

property address, National Register listed or eligible status, and district status. Figure 4 shows 

the Hennepin County Study Area and the locations of the individual properties and Fort Snelling 

Historic Districts. Figure 5 shows the Fort Snelling Historic Districts and the locations of the 111 

properties within them (ten properties within the district could not be mapped and are indicated 

as such in Table 1; locations will be confirmed during Phase I survey). 

 

In addition to the Old Fort Snelling Historic District, three additional state designated sites are in 

the study area and/or vicinity. These historic sites were defined by Historic Sites Act of 1965 

(rev. 1993) (no SHPO inventory numbers are assigned): 

• Historic Fort Snelling - State Historic Site  

• Camp Coldwater - State Historic Site  

• Taliaferro’s Indian Agency - State Historic Site  
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Figure 3. Fort Snelling historic boundaries map. 
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Figure 4. National Register-listed and eligible properties in the Hennepin County Study Area. 
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Figure 5. National Register-listed and eligible properties, Fort Snelling inset map. 
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Table 1. National Register-listed and eligible individual properties within the Riverview Modern Streetcar Project Corridor Study Area, 

Hennepin County 

Inventory No. Property Name Property Address 
NRHP 

Listed 

NRHP 

Eligible 
Historic District 

DK-MHC-002 
Fort Snelling-Mendota 

Bridge 

Carries TH 55 over 

the Minnesota 

River, railroad, 

street, and state 

park 

Y  Fort Snelling Historic District, Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register)  

HE-BLC-071 
Spruce Shadows 

Farm 

2901 Old 

Shakopee Road E 
 Y  

HE-BLC-157 
Minnesota Bridge No. 

9082 
TH 77 over I-494  Y  

HE-FSR-0002 Building 53 (G-5) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0003 Building 54 Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0004 Building 55 (G-3) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0005 Building 56 (G-4) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0006 Building 57 (C-9) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 
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Inventory No. Property Name Property Address 
NRHP 

Listed 

NRHP 

Eligible 
Historic District 

HE-FSR-0007 
Building 58 (C-11) 

(flagstaff) 

Off TH 55 and TH 5 

(Not mapped - 

precise location 

unknown) 

Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0008 Building 62 (G-6) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0009 Building 63 (C-6) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0010 Building 64 (C-10) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0011 Building 65 (C-4) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0012 Building 66 (C-13) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0013 Building 67 (C-1) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0014 Building 76 (F-4) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0015 Building 79 (vault) 

Off TH 55 and TH 5 

(Not mapped - 

precise location 

unknown) 

Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 
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Inventory No. Property Name Property Address 
NRHP 

Listed 

NRHP 

Eligible 
Historic District 

HE-FSR-0016 Building 99 (vault) 

Off TH 55 and TH 5 

(Not mapped - 

precise location 

unknown) 

Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0017 Building 101 (B-1) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0018 
Barracks - Building 

102 (B-2) 
102 Taylor Avenue Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0019 
Barracks - Building 

103 (B-3) 
103 Taylor Avenue Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0020 Building 108 Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0021 

Post Bakery/NCO 

Housing - Building 112 

(119) (C-7) 

112 Taylor Avenue Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0022 Building 151 (A-20) Taylor Avenue Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0023 Building 152 (A-1) Taylor Avenue Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 
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Inventory No. Property Name Property Address 
NRHP 

Listed 

NRHP 

Eligible 
Historic District 

HE-FSR-0024 Building 153 (A-2) Taylor Avenue Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0025 
Officers' Quarters - 

Building 154 (A-3) 
154 Taylor Avenue Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0026 
Officers' Quarters - 

Building 155 (A-4) 
155 Taylor Avenue Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0027 
Officers' Quarters - 

Building 156 (A-5) 
156 Taylor Avenue Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0028 

Officers' Quarters - 

Building 157 (A-21 & 

22) 

157 Taylor Avenue Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0029 
Officers' Quarters - 

Building 158 (A-6) 
158 Taylor Avenue Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0030 
Officers' Quarters - 

Building 159 (A-7) 
159 Taylor Avenue Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 
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Inventory No. Property Name Property Address 
NRHP 

Listed 

NRHP 

Eligible 
Historic District 

HE-FSR-0031 
Officers' Quarters - 

Building 160 (A-8) 
160 Taylor Avenue Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0033 
Officers' Quarters - 

Building 161 (A-9) 
161 Taylor Avenue Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0034 
Garage - Building T-

182 (A-30) 
Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0035 Building T-178 (A-28) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0036 Building T-186 (vault) 

Off TH 55 and TH 5 

(Not mapped - 

precise location 

unknown) 

Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0037 
Building 201 (F-42) 

(Cavalry Drill Field) 
Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0040 Building 205 (F-27) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0041 Building 206 (F-26) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 
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Inventory No. Property Name Property Address 
NRHP 

Listed 

NRHP 

Eligible 
Historic District 

HE-FSR-0044 Building 210 (F-43) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0045 Building 211 (F-49) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0047 Building 214 (F-56) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0048 Building 215 (F-57) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0049 Building 217 (F-7) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0050 Building 218 (F-11) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0051 Building 219 (F-10) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0052 Building 220 (F-58) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0053 
Building 222 (F-14, 

18, 19) 
Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0054 Building 223 (F-61) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0055 Building 224 (F-60) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 
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Inventory No. Property Name Property Address 
NRHP 

Listed 

NRHP 

Eligible 
Historic District 

HE-FSR-0057 
Building 227a-b (F-30, 

31) 
Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0058 
Building T228a-f (F-

45) 
Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0059 
Building 229a-d (F-38, 

41) 
Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0061 Building 237 (F-2) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0062 Building 239 (F-15) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0073 
Fort Snelling National 

Cemetery 
7601 34th Avenue S Y   

HE-FSR-0074 Building 30 (F-37) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0075 Building 31 Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0076 Building 18 (A-B) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 
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Inventory No. Property Name Property Address 
NRHP 

Listed 

NRHP 

Eligible 
Historic District 

HE-FSR-0077 Building 17 (A-B) Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0078 Ft. Snelling Chapel Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0079 
Building 16 (Round 

Tower) 
Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark; 

Reconstructed Fort at Historic Fort Snelling 

HE-FSR-0080 
Building 3 (Hexagonal 

Tower) 
Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark; 

Reconstructed Fort at Historic Fort Snelling 

HE-FSR-0081 

Building 1 

(Commandant's 

House) 

Off TH 55 and TH 5  Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark; 

Reconstructed Fort at Historic Fort Snelling 

HE-FSR-0082 
Building 2 (Officer's 

Quarters) 
Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark; 

Reconstructed Fort at Historic Fort Snelling 
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Inventory No. Property Name Property Address 
NRHP 

Listed 

NRHP 

Eligible 
Historic District 

HE-FSR-0108 
Transformer Vault - 

Building Number 19 

U.S. Highway 5 

and Post Road 

(Not mapped - 

precise location 

unknown) 

Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0109 
Ordnance Storehouse 

- Building Number 22 

U.S. Highway 5 

and Post Road 
Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0110 Transformer Vault 

U.S. Highway 5 

and Post Road 

(Not mapped - 

precise location 

unknown) 

Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0111 Recreation building 

U.S. Highway 5 

and Post Road (Not 

mapped - precise 

location unknown) 

Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0112 
Restroom - Building 

188 

U.S. Highway 5 

and Post Road (Not 

mapped - precise 

location unknown) 

Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0114 

Quartermaster 

Storehouse - Building 

225 

U.S. Highway 5 

and Post Road 
Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 
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Inventory No. Property Name Property Address 
NRHP 

Listed 

NRHP 

Eligible 
Historic District 

HE-FSR-0115 
Quarters - Building 

257 

U.S. Highway 5 

and Post Road (Not 

mapped - precise 

location unknown) 

Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0117 Artillery Drill Field 
U.S. Highway 5 

and Post Road 
Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0118 Infantry Drill Field 
U.S. Highway 5 

and Post Road 
Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0119 Air Raid Siren 

U.S. Highway 5 

and Post Road (Not 

mapped - precise 

location unknown) 

Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0120 Bloomington Avenue 
Bloomington 

Avenue 
Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0121 Leavenworth Avenue 
Leavenworth 

Avenue 
Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0122 Minnehaha Avenue Minnehaha Avenue Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 
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Inventory No. Property Name Property Address 
NRHP 

Listed 

NRHP 

Eligible 
Historic District 

HE-FSR-0123 Sibley Street Sibley Street Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0124 Taylor Avenue Taylor Avenue Y  
Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register) 

HE-FSR-0125 Tower Avenue Tower Avenue  Y 

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0127 
Wood Barracks (Long 

Barracks)  
Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark; 

Reconstructed Fort at Historic Fort Snelling 

HE-FSR-0128 
Stone Barracks (Short 

Barracks)  
Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark; 

Reconstructed Fort at Historic Fort Snelling 

HE-FSR-0129 Sutler’s Store  Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark; 

Reconstructed Fort at Historic Fort Snelling 

HE-FSR-0130  Gun Shed  Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark; 

Reconstructed Fort at Historic Fort Snelling 



 

 29 

 

Inventory No. Property Name Property Address 
NRHP 

Listed 

NRHP 

Eligible 
Historic District 

HE-FSR-0131  Magazine Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark; 

Reconstructed Fort at Historic Fort Snelling 

HE-FSR-0132 Flag Pole  Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark; 

Reconstructed Fort at Historic Fort Snelling 

HE-FSR-0133  Well  Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark; 

Reconstructed Fort at Historic Fort Snelling 

HE-FSR-0134  School  Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark; 

Reconstructed Fort at Historic Fort Snelling 

HE-FSR-0135  Hospital Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark; 

Reconstructed Fort at Historic Fort Snelling 

HE-FSR-0136 Guard House  Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark; 

Reconstructed Fort at Historic Fort Snelling 
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Inventory No. Property Name Property Address 
NRHP 

Listed 

NRHP 

Eligible 
Historic District 

HE-FSR-0137 Trade Shops  Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark; 

Reconstructed Fort at Historic Fort Snelling 

HE-FSR-0138 Commissary Store  Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark; 

Reconstructed Fort at Historic Fort Snelling 

HE-FSR-0139  Pentagonal Tower  Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark; 

Reconstructed Fort at Historic Fort Snelling 

HE-FSR-0140  
Semicircular Battery 

(Half Moon Tower)  
Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark; 

Reconstructed Fort at Historic Fort Snelling 

HE-FSR-0141 Gatehouse Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark; 

Reconstructed Fort at Historic Fort Snelling 

HE-FSR-0142 Southwest Wall Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark; 

Reconstructed Fort at Historic Fort Snelling 
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Inventory No. Property Name Property Address 
NRHP 

Listed 

NRHP 

Eligible 
Historic District 

HE-FSR-0143 Northwest Wall  Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark; 

Reconstructed Fort at Historic Fort Snelling 

HE-FSR-0144 Northeast Wall  Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark; 

Reconstructed Fort at Historic Fort Snelling 

HE-FSR-0145  
Southeast Wall (Detail 

of Officer’s Latrines)  
Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark; 

Reconstructed Fort at Historic Fort Snelling 

HE-FSR-0146 Parade Ground Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark; 

Reconstructed Fort at Historic Fort Snelling 

HE-FSR-0147  

Interior 

Landscape/Drainage 

System  

Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark; 

Reconstructed Fort at Historic Fort Snelling 

HE-FSR-0148  
Prairie/Exterior 

Landscape  
Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark; 

Reconstructed Fort at Historic Fort Snelling 



 

 32 

 

Inventory No. Property Name Property Address 
NRHP 

Listed 

NRHP 

Eligible 
Historic District 

HE-FSR-0150 
Hyphen between 

Buildings 17 and 18  
Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0151  Bluff Retaining Walls  Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0152 
Historic Fort Snelling 

Visitor Center 
Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0153 
Visitor Center Parking 

Lot  
Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0154 Picnic Area  Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0155 
Minnesota Bridge No. 

27027 

Fort Snelling 

Tunnel at TH 5 
Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0156  Whiskey’s Grave  Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 
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Inventory No. Property Name Property Address 
NRHP 

Listed 

NRHP 

Eligible 
Historic District 

HE-FSR-0157 
Exterior Landscaping 

at Visitor’s Center  
Off TH 55 and TH 5 Y  

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-FSR-0158 
Minnesota Bridge No. 

9155 

Abandoned Tower 

Avenue over TH 5 
 Y 

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 

HE-MPC-1623 

Facility 617 Above 

Ground Storage 

Magazine Types A, B, 

and C 

Corner Minuteman 

and Militia Drive 
 Y  

HE-MPC-1631 

Facility 670 

Deployment 

Processing Facility 

and Museum 

Mustang Ave. and 

General Miller Dr. 
 Y  

XX-BRI-054 
Minnesota Bridge No. 

9300 

TH 5 (West 7th 

Street), 2.1 miles 

southwest of the 

junction with TH 51 

 Y 

Fort Snelling Historic District; Old Fort 

Snelling Historic District (State Register); 

Fort Snelling National Historic Landmark 
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3.2. LISTED AND ELIGIBLE PROPERTIES – UPDATE 

FOR RAMSEY COUNTY STUDY AREA 
The following additional listed and eligible properties were identified in the Ramsey County 

Study Area. This is a supplement to the listed and eligible properties identified in the Historic 

Context of the Riverview Modern Streetcar Corridor in Saint Paul, 1850-1980, completed by 

MnDOT CRU in 2020 (see Appendix A). 

 

Table 2. Additional National Register-listed and eligible individual properties within the Riverview 

Modern Streetcar Project Corridor Study Area, Ramsey County 

Inventory No. Property Name Property Address 
NRHP 

Listed 

NRHP 

Eligible 

Historic 

District 

RA-SPC-3171 
Golden Rule 

Department Store 
58-95 7th Place  Y NA 

RA-SPC-3174 
Foot, Schulze & 

Co. 
500 Robert Street N  Y NA 

RA-SPC-11103 
Wilkins 

Auditorium 
175 Kellogg Boulevard  Y NA 

 

4. NEXT STEPS 
The information collected for this Background Research Report will be applied in the next 

phases of the Riverview Modern Streetcar project, including developing an APE, preparing 

historic contexts, and conducting Phase I survey.  

 

4.1. AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECTS  
The APE will be defined in consultation with the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) based on 

the locally preferred alternative(s), when identified by the project (anticipated to take place in 

late 2021 or early 2022). APE development will take place prior to Phase I survey. The APE is 

defined in Section 106 regulations as “the geographic area or areas within which an undertaking 

may directly or indirectly cause alterations in the character or use of historic properties. The 

APE is influenced by the scale and nature of the undertaking and may be different for different 

kinds of effects caused by the undertaking.”2 The APE for the Riverview Modern Streetcar 

 
2 “36 CFR Part 800 - Protection of Historic Properties,” July 1, 2012, Section 800.16(d), page 108, 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2012-title36-vol3/pdf/CFR-2012-title36-vol3-chapVIII.pdf. 
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Project will be defined by proposed project activities and the potential for those activities to have 

an effect on historic properties.  

 

4.2. HISTORIC CONTEXTS 
Historic contexts will be prepared related to themes associated with the history of Bdote, Fort 

Snelling, MSP, and suburban development. The historic context previously prepared by MnDOT 

CRU addressed urban development in Saint Paul but did not address the history of the project 

area west of the Mississippi River. The history of the Bdote/Fort Snelling area at the confluence 

of the Mississippi and Minnesota Rivers will address multiple perspectives to consider the 

significance of pre-European contact, Native American life, early European settlement, multiple 

phases of military history, and the reconstruction of the nineteenth-century fort. The history of 

MSP will address the physical development of the airport in the context of changes in aviation 

technology and planning as well as urban development in the Twin Cities. The historic context 

related to suburban development in Minneapolis, Richfield, and Bloomington will address 

commercial and residential development in addition to post-World War II transportation 

networks.  

 

4.3. PHASE I SURVEY 
Properties within the APE that will be 50 years old at the proposed completion of the project will 

be subject to Phase I survey per SHPO’s survey guidelines. It is anticipated that a Minnesota 

Architecture/History Inventory Form will be completed for each newly identified property. An 

updated Minnesota Architecture/History Inventory Form will be completed for each previously 

identified property if a form has not been completed in the last 10 years. Based on the context 

and research, recommendations for Phase II evaluations will be made during Phase I survey. If 

any potential historic districts are identified during the survey, a Multiple Property Inventory 

Form will be prepared for the district and individual forms will be prepared for properties in the 

district as needed. At the conclusion of the Phase I survey, a Phase I survey report will be 

provided that describes project methodology, previous surveys, historic contexts, results, and 

recommendations. FTA and Ramsey County will consult with SHPO to discuss the Phase I 

survey results and recommendations and determine if any properties require a Phase II 

evaluation to determine their eligibility for the National Register. 
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RESEARCH DESIGN

RESEARCH DESIGN

Project Description
Ramsey County Regional Railroad Authority (RCRRA) is planning to study the development of a modern 

in the LPA dated February 2018, the project will use the Green Line light rail transit (LRT) trains from Union 

 -
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-

Project Objectives 

-

-
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RESEARCH DESIGN

-

-

How To Apply 
 

describes how to evaluate a property within 

The facet of prehistory or history of the lo-

Whether that facet of prehistory or history 

Whether it is a type of property that has 

Whether the property possesses the physical features necessary to convey the aspect of prehistory or 

-

-

-

The West Seventh community also had important community leaders that may not have achieved the status 

-

Historic contexts will relate to one of the 

Criterion A

Criterion B

Criterion C:  A building form, architectural style, 

stage of physical development, or the use of a material 

Criterion D
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-
-
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-
scribed in the Literature Search in order to inform development of the historic context, and are intended as a 

will be conducted at the Minnesota Historical Society, Ramsey County Historical Society, the University of 
Minnesota/Borchert Map Library, and other local libraries and repositories as needed for both historic and 

-
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RESEARCH DESIGN

Context Methods and Parameters
-

prepared in accordance with the 
-

(2017), and the 

-

the boundaries included the areas of Downtown south of I-94 and the West Seventh neighborhood south of 

-

-

-
texts, and the Riverview Corridor is focused largely on the western edge of Downtown, this study will focus 
on overall land use changes by development era and provide an overview of Downtown buildings rather than 
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RESEARCH DESIGN

historic contexts developed by SHPO:

Urban Centers (1870-1940)

Downtown Saint Paul:  1849-1975

Pioneer Houses:  1854-1880

Churches, Synagogues, and Religious Buildings: 1849-1950

Expected Results

The Pioneer Era—1840-1880

The Railroad Builds the City—1880-1900

The Metropolitan City—1900-1950

A New Vision—1950-1980

-
-

-

-
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Community Planning and Development

Commercial Growth and Expansion

Industrial Development

Ethnicity and Neighborhood Development

-

-
ment, this context covers a central business district, a downtown fringe, neighborhood commercial areas and 

-

-

-

-
teenth century, apartment buildings from four-plex units to larger buildings and complexes from the 1950s 

-
-
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• Store/commercial/retail with 

• Tavern/saloon/restaurant

• Diners (railroad car)

• Hotel/Motel

• 
(larger, two-story or more)

• 
and/or service oriented)

• 

• 
facility

• Nurseries/Floral Business 
with outside uses and display

• Governmental Building 

• School

• Church

• Social Hall

• Library

• 

• Hospital

• Single family house

• Rowhouse/duplexes/

individual entrances

• Apartment Building 
(individual building, typically 

could also include building 
with individual entrances)

• Apartment Complex 

• 

Industrial

• Factory/Manufacturing

• Grain Elevator

• Warehouse

• Railroad facility—freight 
houses, shops, other 
structures

• 
(railroad landscape changes/
cuts)

Bridges

• Vehicular Bridge

• Railroad Bridge

• Pedestrian Bridge

• 

Roads/Streets

• Historic alignments

• Current alignments

• Historic subdivision plats

Natural Features

• 

• Caves

• 

• Mississippi River

Anticipated Property Types: 
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LITERATURE SEARCH

-

-

Final Report:  Historic Sites Survey of Saint Paul and 
Ramsey County, 1980-1983. 

-
er, with assistance of a variety of volunteers and sponsored by the Ramsey County Historical Society and the 

-

-

(HPC)
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-

 

District 9:  West Seventh Street

The District 9 survey boundaries appeared to match the current (2019) planning district boundaries:  from 
I-35E on the north to the Mississippi River, I-35E on the west, to Kellogg Boulevard and Wabasha Street 

District 15:  Highland

-

District 17:  Downtown and Lowertown

-

-
vard west of Sibley Street to Wabasha, with only two buildings facing Fourth Street near the west edge of the 

-
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 I-35E Draft Environmental Impact Statement from TH 110 (Dakota County) to I-94 near 
Downtown St. Paul. -

I-35E Final Environmental Impact Statement from TH 110 (Dakota County) to I-94 near 
Downtown St. Paul. -

Special Study Historic Sites Assessment Report

-

-

-

, prepared 

-

Although the methodology for the 1981 analysis did not result in detailed inventory forms as would be 
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-

Historic Resources Survey of the EIS for the Shepard/Warner/East CBD 
Bypass.

Shepard/Warner corridor and the opportunity to complete the East Central Business District (CBD) bypass 
-

-

-

Wabasha Street Bridge (nonextant) 

Robert Street Bridge

Harvest States Grain Terminal 
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Uppertown 
Survey Final Report

of buildings within those contexts were prepared for six themes: 

Pre-Territorial Building (Before 1849)

-
ed that the original survey was planned only to extend to Western, but that the project was expanded to 

Three Central Corridor Studies

Phase I and II Cultural Resources Investi-
gations of the Central Corridor: Minneapolis Hennepin County and St. Paul Ramsey County

The Phase I and II report included pre-contact and historic archaeology and architectural history along with 
-

BRT and LRT ran primarily in the center of I-94 from the vicinity of Highway 280 to the Capitol area, where it 
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Property Name Address NRHP Status

RA-SPC-0229 Minnesota State Capitol NRHP 2/23/72
RA-SPC-0557 Minnesota Historical Society NRHP 3/20/73
RA-SPC-0553 Central Presbyterian Church 500 Cedar Street NRHP 2/10/83
RA-SPC-1200

Music and Fine Arts
NRHP 5/25/89

Pioneer Press Building NRHP 7/10/74
RA-SPC-5223 141 East 4th Street NRHP 7/10/74
RA-SPC-4580 Lowertown Historic District NRHP

Property Name Address NRHP Criteria
State Capitol Mall A

RA-SPC-0554
France Church

1909 C

107 East 4th and 332 
Minnesota Street

1931 C

 Phase I Architectural History Investigation for the Proposed Central Transit 
Corridor, Hennepin and Ramsey Counties, Minnesota. 

This series of reports was completed when the route of the Central Corridor was changed, moving out of the 

-
-

Supplemental Historic Properties Investigations and Evaluation for the 
Central Corridor Light Rail Transit Project.

-

the Riverview study included the following:
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Property Name NRHP Status Address Notes

RA-SPC-5225 Union Depot
boundaries of the 

NRHP-listed Lower-
town Historic District

Provided addi-

on landscape and 

RA-SPC-0550 Determined eligible 
for NRHP

340 Cedar Street

RA-SPC-8097 Minnesota Mutual Life In-
surance Company Building 

Recommended Not 
Individually eligible 

-

345 Cedar Street  

Saint Paul Urban Renewal 
Historic District *

Determined Eligible
Wabasha, East Sixth  

Street

Eligible under 
Criterion A

.  Smith Avenue Transit 
Hub Literature Search for Archaeological Potential and Historic Buildings Intensive Survey.  

Addendum to 
the Smith Avenue Transit Hub Literature Search for Archaeological Potential and Historic 
Buildings Intensive Survey.

Corner of West Seventh and Kellogg Boulevard

Corner of Smith Avenue and Kellogg Boulevard

SE corner of Chestnut and Exchange Streets

280 West Seventh Street

The Addendum examined:

Chestnut Street south of Ryan Street 

Chestnut Street and Exchange Streets 

Walnut and Exchange Streets
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-

Kellogg Boulevard Streetscape Project 
St. Paul, Minnesota; Evaluation of National Register of Historic Places Eligibility for Kellogg 
Boulevard.

Kellogg Boulevard, from West Seventh to Mounds Boulevard, was evaluated for NRHP eligibility, to inform 
-

Kellogg Boulevard was evaluated as an example of pre-World War II city planning and design, and for its 

of Kellogg Boulevard from West Seventh to Mounds Boulevard, including the roadway, roadway elements 

-

roadway and immediate surroundings had reduced its integrity to an extent that it no longer illustrated its 

-
-

mately 124 acres extending from the south boundary of the Depot property, Robert Street on the west, the 

The APE included four buildings already listed on the NRHP:
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Union Depot, 214 East Fourth Street (RA-SPC-5225)

-

St. Paul Historic Context Study:  Neighborhoods at the Edge of the Walking City.  

 Historic Resources Inventory:  Historic Resources in Portions of the Payne-Pha-
len, Thomas-Dale and West 7th Neighborhoods

-

The context described development of the city and incorporated discussion of each of the neighborhoods 

-
-

-
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-

Saint Paul’s River Balcony:  A Land Use History and 
Review of Historic Resources.

The historic resources study focused on the history of land uses and resources in the River Balcony area 

-

-

-
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-
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1840s-1880

longer exist as a precursor to understanding the later changes that created the landscape and built environ-
-

will generally refer to the larger neighborhood context area as the West Seventh neighborhood (including 

been used to describe the area that developed around the Lower Landing and later became the center of the 

-

Introduction

 or 

1 

-
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2 

The valleys carved by the Minnesota and 

series of glacial forces in which pre-glacial riv-
er valleys and deposits created modern river 

-

Prior to the modern river valleys of the 

-

-

northeast Ramsey County and then south, 
joining the present Mississippi channel just 

-
ican, Centerville, Pleasant, Vadnais, Gervais 

-
ward the river, eventually joining with Trout 

-

modern-day Fridley, and cut a deep, wide 

the modern Mississippi just below Union 
-

3 (Figure 2)

The Minnesota River channel in the Twin 

-

and the meltwaters of the Minnesota River channel instead cut northeast near modern-day Fort Snelling for 

ended their natural progression, being halted by man-made improvements to prevent their eventual disap-
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4 

-
-

-

-
ment on the Red River) as well as soldiers who 

5 By the late 1830s, pressure 

River west to the Mississippi River and north to 

-

Despite the removal enacted by treaty and later 

Fort Snelling commander Joseph Plympton’s 

-

7 

 Kunz, 
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8

-

9 

-
-

 Kunz, 

 Kunz, , 
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Dividing the Land
In the 1840s, before the US government had legally surveyed 

Benjamin Brunson surveyed approximately ninety acres, laid out 

10

-

11

-

Williams Hill, Mount Airy, Capitol Hill, Cathedral Hill, Crocus Hill, 
12 

Future development of the Downtown would need to cross 
swampy river lowlands, or travel up, down, or through hills to 

angled when they connected from one plat to the other along 

the trail near the Upper Landing rather than imposing a grid on 

13 

changed, causing numbered streets such as Sixth and Ninth 

14 However, in the 
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-

15 

-
-

named for Territorial Governor Alexander Ramsey, 

of which only a dozen were older than six months, 
-

groceries, boarding houses, a school, the Catholic 
-

rial census counted 540 males and 300 females in 
 

Civic buildings soon appeared, designed in the 

-
sha and Cedar (now site of the Victory Ramp), a 
courthouse was completed in 1851 by contractors 

17

18

 Williams, 

, 

 Williams, 
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Economics: Oxcarts and 
Steamboats 

-

for later railroads, state highways, and streets in the 

Anthony Road (generally the area of the I-94 corridor) 
(Figure 9) and veered south of Summit Hill (site of the 

19 

-
20

21 

-
tween Mendota and Galena, Illinois, which had rail con-

-

 Gilman, Gilman, and Stultz, 

traders generally 

to St. Paul in the 
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22 (Figure 11) 

-

-

23   

By the 1880s, the railroads facilitated the development of the wholesaling business that would be an eco-

 Williams, , 
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24

-

-
-

-
-

25

-

-

 

 12 
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-

-

-
27 (Figure 

13)

28 (Figure 14)

-

29 

3 -

-
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-

-
30 (Figure 15)

-
31 

-

Paul to Mendota and then northwest along the Mississippi on its original 
 described the 
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32

-

Both the railroad companies reaching toward downtown 

Upper Landing, a route had to be constructed through the 

the railroads were built on wooden trestles through the 

Line was built north of the previ-
ous route (1879-80) and cut into 

17)

May 1879, and later that year, 

33 

This line altered the West Sev-
enth landscape and resulted in 
new land uses along the line in 
both the Upper Landing vicinity 
and farther west as the neigh-

a rail corridor that cut through the West Seventh neighborhood, before following up the Ayd Mill ravine and 

-

goods to be manufactured, shipped, and sold throughout the Midwest at a much broader scale than steam-
 

-
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-

34 

Although each railroad line originally had its own passenger depot, they combined to build a Union Depot in 

-
35 

Commerce and Development of Downtown
-

 (Figures 19, 20)

 exhorted the Town 

37

for business primacy between the Upper and Lower Landings 

John Irvine at the Upper Landing brought passengers across the 

editor and founder of The -
38 

 Kunz, , 

, prepared by 

, 

 Williams, 

-
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39 In 1857, the territorial legislature had granted charters to compa-

-
nally chartered railroad companies defaulted and had to surrender their 

40 The new charters issued by the legisla-
-

-
-

mission houses fronted the levee, while other wholesalers located on 

-

Groceries made up a large share of business, with twelve wholesale 

41

42 Almost all of the wholesale houses were on 

-
43 (Figure 21)

44 (Figure 22)

-

-
45

liams, , 

 

 Castle, , 

 Hess and Larson, 
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-

Building the City

noted 

-

, December 4, 1858, counted 

-

47 (Figure 23)

-

-

 Hess and Larson, , 
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48

49 

Edward Payton Bassford, Monroe Sheire, and several other 

50 

experience and business and does not discount the fact 
that there were certainly many others employed as carpen-

the 1880s, professional architects became prominent in 
designing commercial buildings and dwellings for commu-

-

Snelling constructed in the 1820s, and for Henry Sibley’s 
-

set up around the city as contractors provided stone for 

located north of the downtown along Robert and Minne-

moved farther out and were found in three main areas: 

along West Seventh Street where there were a number of 
51

 Hess and Larson, , 

 

Empson, , 

-
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systems to pull the stone from the ground and pivot to place it 

and stone carvers who specialized in various levels of ornamen-
52 

-

especially public buildings, such as the United States custom 
-

-

53 (See discussion of limestone residences 

-

-

54 James 

-

-

55 

-

 (Figure 25) A small limestone school for the parish (RA-

 

 Hess and Larson, 

 Hess and Larson, 
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Building the West Seventh Neighborhood
While Lowertown won out as the steamboat land-
ing that created the primary business district, the 

developed side by side with commercial and indus-

on the northern and eastern fringes of downtown 

business and professional leaders but also included 
streets with smaller, more modest houses built by 

In the Pioneer Era, the Upper Landing neighborhood 
adjoined the downtown commercial district that 

and Irvine’s 1849 Plat included the Third Street 

West Seventh Street (Fort Road) provided the primary 
-

-

-

57 (Figure 28) Other hotels serving Upper Levee travelers included the Washington House on 

58 
 Williams, 
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-

59 The Upper Landing proved to 

 
These early manufacturing uses established a precedent for 

-

-

-

-

-

-

 Williams,  



42

RIVERVIEW CORRIDOR CONTEXT

-

parcel west of Douglas and north of West Seventh for larger 
-

division plats based on the cardinal points set the stage for later 

along the street set at an angle would forever result in unusually 

James Winslow’s sixty-acre tract located southeast of Goodrich 

-

years of the 1850s and illustrated the type of housing construct-

-

The neighborhood also has a preponderance of the smaller limestone houses constructed in the nineteenth 

 Many of the earliest frame dwellings followed a simple front-facing gable 
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 (Figures 32, 33, 34)

-

 Mead & Hunt, , pre-

 Virginia Savage McAlester, 
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-

Minnesota in 1848 and erected the Fuller House Hotel that opened in 

-

house illustrated a common trend within the neighbor-

-
 (Figure 37) 

Both have undergone extensive changes and 

HPC) (Figures 38, 39) and the Wright-Prender-
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-

 

-
-

-

-

70 (Figures 44, 45)

NRHP, HPC) was designed by Monroe Sheire in the French Second 

-

 Hess and Larson, 
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71 

-
-

72 (Figure 47)

Across from the Ramsey house, the 1870 Joseph Forepaugh house (RA-

-

73 

a typical Italianate three-bay 
-

HPC) was among the few Gothic Revival buildings that have sur-

-

74 
(Figure 51)

details, the limestone dwellings of the West Seventh neigh-
borhood are unusual because of their use of stone for smaller 

 Hess and Larson, 
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-

-
ently never resided in the dwelling but boarded in the nearby American Hotel, owned in partnership with his 

75 

-

 (Figure 52)

-

77 (Figures 53, 54) 
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-

78 

Constructed with semi-coursed rubble stone, the one-story ad-

79 (Figure 55)

Reserve Township

80 

-

Ayd’s mill passed to his son Rudolf, who later sold it to another 

81 

-

-



49

SECTION I: THE PIONEER ERA

-

-

82

Other early farmers in the region include Friedrich Rudolf 
Knapheide, who farmed near Randolph and Cleveland in the 

-

1880s, and instead of raising grain, they turned to dairy farm-
83 

Reserve Township government was established by the local 

west of the city limits (Toronto Street in 1858), from Marshall 
Avenue south to the river, from the remaining land outside 

-
-

84 

The 1874 Andreas Map (Figure 13) showed both schools in Reserve Township along with a few more roads 

-

85 
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1880-1900

Introduction

-

-

-

1,112 10,401 20,030 41,473

foreign-born residents in the city, the largest groups included almost 5,000 born in the various provinces 
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1 -

2

Country of Origin

Austria 1,488
Bohemia 1,348

Canada (English) 3,557
Canada (French) 1,015

England 2,005
Germany 12,985
Ireland 4,892
Norway 2,900

Poland (including Austrian, Ger-
man, Russian sectors)

1,241

Russia 987

Sweden 9,852

-

-
3 (Figure 1)

-

4

-

at 

, prepared by 
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5

City Infrastructure
City growth brought concentrated development and expansion of municipal services, with a need to provide 

-

 

7 By 1890, these numbers 
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8 

-

-

9 

Transportation and Building the West Seventh      
Neighborhood

10

11 By 1887, a horsecar line 

12 

-

13 (Figure 2)

14 Although built to 

 (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota 
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15 

-

-
ished in 1874 when the area south of the river to Annapolis Street 

 (Figure 3) The second cross-
ing downtown was the Robert Street Bridge, a wrought-iron span 

17 

18

-

19 

(Minneapolis: 

-



RIVERVIEW CORRIDOR CONTEXT

Bridge (nonextant), stood eighty feet above normal water 

above at the West Side abutment, a four percent grade when 

One million pieces of wrought iron, weighing more than 3,000 
20

-

use led to demands for grading and paving Smith Avenue on the 
21  (Figure 4)

-

22

Community Institutions
Other municipal services were located throughout the neighbor-

-

23 
named Smith Avenue, while the present day Smith Avenue was originally named 
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School was among the earliest, located at Pleasant and 

Monroe School at Goodhue and Western (nonextant, now site 

located downtown, received a new building at View and Arm-

24

Sisters of the Good Shepherd operated a female protectorate 

-

25

-

Asylum purchased the house around 1872, remaining there 

 

in 1857 in a rented house, the hospital moved in 1874 to a 

in Empson, 

-
ern was also present in the neighborhood in the 1870s, but it was gone by 1882 

 (Saint Paul: Rice & Bell, Publish-

org/our-history

-



58

RIVERVIEW CORRIDOR CONTEXT

-
pital and construct a new medical center at the Smith Avenue 

27 

-

The old stone mansion had been built in 1855 and was later 
-

28 The City-County Hospital 

-

-

-

29 

Industrial Growth

-

us/hospital-overview/history
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The railroads were closest to the Mississippi, and the CM&SP freight house stood east of Chestnut Street 

-

30

bounded by Eagle, West Seventh, Chestnut, and Exchange had stores and hotels facing West Seventh, while 

31 (Figure 13) 

-
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32 

The proximity of the railroads led to establishment of other industries, such as Henry Orme’s Omaha Iron 

33

-
-

Council), 35, -
phy, 

-

-
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Population in the West Seventh Neighborhood

-

-

similar to other close-in neighborhoods: in 1890, the East Side, North End, and West Side all had similar 

-

Irish
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34

In the nineteenth century, the Irish made up a higher percentage of laborers than the city average: 43 per-
-

-

Butler brothers and the Shiely family, were important builders 
35

Author Mary Letherd Wingerd concluded that the Irish residen-

-

in 1887, was a parish church built for the Irish Catholics who 
lived in the former Reserve Township to the west (annexed 

 (Figure 15)

Germans

37 

-
-

-

38

-
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-

-
39 

-

40  

for the church, which was constructed by contractors Curt and 

-

families, while the school, administered by the Sisters of Notre 

41 Presbyterians constructed the 
German Presbyterian Bethlehem Church at 311 Ramsey Street 

Gilbert and James Knox Taylor, the stone church resembled a 
42

Peter’s Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod) and School at Arm-

-
43  

-

-
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moved to the former Central Church of Christ building at the northeast corner of Leech and McBoal Streets 

44 (Figure 18)

-

singing groups were especially popular, and by 1890, about 100 
-

um was built in 1859 as an early community facility at Exchange 

-

-

45 

-

-
-

German brewers built their homes next to their breweries 

-

 

Beginning in the mid-nineteenth century, the West Seventh 

his brewery on the Upper Landing where Eagle and Washington Streets met (roughly the area of the Science 

 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, 1998) 

hosted many German singing groups and 
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caves that were important for the natural cooling needed to 
47 

The North Mississippi Company brewery began in 1853 near 

It was operated by a series of owners before the business 

was an outdoor beer garden with outdoor bowling, German 

residence with its Mansard roof and central tower was built 

48 (Figures 20, 21)

Christopher Stahlmann’s Cave Brewery opened in July 1855 

49 
(Figure 22) 

Webster and Toronto Streets (north of Palace), and near the 

50 (Figure 23) 

Christopher Stahlmann served in the state house of repre-

brewery and Stahlmann’s stone residence across Fort Road 
from the brewery (855 West Seventh) were sold in 1900 to the 

51 

Landsberger, 

of the former North Mississippi Company, 
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decade, Bremer married Schmidt’s only child, Maria, and as-

52 (Figure 24) As 

-

-

53

Other German breweries existed, including the City Brewery at 
-

-

in 1901 to the Theodore Hamm Brewing Company, the large 
brewery on the East Side operated by another German immi-

54  

-
ran, 

, October 24, 2018, 
-

Company historic district is also listed under SHPO inventory numbers RA-SPC-2937 

-

-
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Other smaller breweries operated by German immigrants 

-
temberg, operated a small brewery at 124 South Washington 

55 

While brewers were among the most visible of West End 

Brings, his wife Lucia, and their three young daughters came 

Smith Avenue (

-

the company sold farm produce, animal feeds, lawn and garden supplies and later added popcorn and con-

 

57

-
58 

-

 for 

, prepared for the Saint Paul Heritage Preser-
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-

59 

-

 In 1902, a new 

 (Figures 27, 28) 

dedicated a building at 275 Erie Street in October 1887 (RA-

 (Figure 
29) 

-
ety, and CSPS for its Czech spelling) constructed in 1887 just 

-
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 (Figure 30) 

described her childhood neighborhood on Armstrong Street 

were employed at Schmidt Brewery or at the Omaha Rail-

-
borhood business district on West Seventh near Randolph 
where a number of businesses owned by Czechs and Germans 

  

her name professionally) became a singer and actress of stage 
 

independent contractor, Rachac constructed buildings in the neighborhood, including those for fellow mem-

 

-
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Architects in the West Seventh Neighborhood

-

-
 

throughout the city, including in the suburb of Warrendale where he resided and for the German community 

-

70

Commercial Development along Fort Road

-

-
(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2010) provides basic facts about each architect’s 

 

-
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cast-iron-framed storefronts with recessed entrances on either 

levels, paired windows in the center bay are framed by the outer 

-

71 (Figure 31) 

-

-

72 (Figure 32) 

-

corner of Fort Road and Walnut to add a two-story turret over 

73  
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home at the northwest corner of Fort Road and Chestnut Street 

½ -

74 
(Figure 33) 

Another commercial strip begun in the 1880s developed about 

(RA-SPC-5305) is Italianate rather than the more elaborate 

-

75 (Figure 34) 

-

 

Another commercial node developed across West Seventh from 
-

Seventh 

-

-



73

SECTION II: THE RAILROAD BUILDS THE CITY

one- and two-story business buildings and served as a shopping district for the surrounding residents and 

-
77

78 
-

79 (Figure 39) 

-
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80 (Figure 42) 

-
-

81 (Figures 43, 44) 

business along West Seventh 

-

Meat Markets and Horejs Bakery.
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-

was designed by George Bergmann and John Fischer, who also 

property and various businesses housed in this building and adja-

82 

at 727 Randolph Avenue (RA-SPC-3108) was constructed in 1885 

83

Residential Development in the West Seventh     
Neighborhood
Just as commercial development expand-

-

a one-mile radius of the Upper and Low-

and around downtown, although the West 
Seventh neighborhood already had resi-
dents moving southwest along Fort Road 

-

expansion: the downtown was densely 
developed, and adjacent neighborhoods 

47) These closer-in neighborhoods were 
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-
ployment before streetcar access 

84

was West Seventh, ringed the 

in this era included the West Side 
-

sissippi from downtown that had 

Wabasha and the Robert Street 

-

and Frogtown neighborhoods also expanded in the areas either side of the railroad corridors and adjoining 

While many early business and civic leaders had congregated in fringe neighborhoods around downtown, in-

85 

-

-

-
-

(Minneapolis: Bureau of Social Research, Minneapolis Council of 
, 

, 
-
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87

-

88 

-
-

89

Address Date
1875 RA-SPC-8342

(NRHP, HPC)
RA-SPC-1205

Lauer Flats  (NRHP, HPC) 1887
RA-SPC-5048 

Gardner Row House 1891

-

-

Bass Warner, 
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90 (Figures 48, 49) 

on the southwest corner of Chestnut and Exchange avenues in 
-

1907, the rowhouse was renamed Panama Flats due to public 
91 (Figure 50)

contractors Henry and Charles Lauer (see previous discussion on 

the Lauer Flats is in contrast to the exuberance of many other 

entrance is accessed by steps to a stoop under a balcony with 
92 (Figure 51) A Lauer employee, Joseph 

Bourgeault, built a limestone rowhouse across the street from 

93 

1891) was constructed by Elizabeth Gardner, who lived next 

-

94 (Figure 52) 
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-
95 

-

-

-

 (Figure 55)

-
97
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Single Family Residential      
Construction in West Seventh 

-
peared on more modest dwellings in the neighborhood, even if 

by the three-story rounded corner turret with a conical cap and 
-

dwelling rises two and one-half stories and displays various 
-

Northern Cooperage Company, this dwelling was subdivided and 

98 (Figure 57) 

Two other examples provide less elaborate versions of the 

is a two-story wood frame dwelling with a cross gable roof and 
-

semi-circular balcony with a balustrade is set into the front-fac-
99 (Figure 58) The 1885 Duncan 

window with a leaded glass transom, and a single-leaf door with 
100 (Figure 59) 

is dominated by a three-story hexagonal corner turret that rises 

, 
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101

102 

103 

-
-

104 

-
-

add architectural details to provide some individuality to 

The typical dwellings built in this era commonly have a 
-

the extant houses from the 1880s are several two-story, 
front-facing gable dwellings and some one-story dwell-

-
-

105 

, prepared by Land-

-
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The 1878 subdivision plat showed that Palace Avenue 

that ran down to the river (on the river side of the 

-
borhood and wound its way through this area, which 

 

South Colborne Street, both north and south of 

these houses faced the City-County Hospital on the 

-

Gotzian Shoe Company, lived in the house by 1883 

included several one-and-one-half-story wood frame 

107 

Other areas along West Seventh experienced hous-

-

prove an eternal blessing to Saint Paul, if the whole site of the town could now be thrown into one common 

108 

, for discussion of this neighborhood, 

 

of limestone 
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109

110

111

-

112 

, prepared by Landscape Research for the 

-
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-

-

-

-
ings near the Lower Landing into the wholesaling, 

113 

warehouse buildings rose on the streets east of 

Cutler Wholesale Building at 400 Sibley Street 

largest wholesale druggist supply company in the 

-
ny Building (meat and groceries) at 235-237 East 

-
-

114

-
-

the most prominent architects were Clarence 
Johnston, Cass Gilbert and his early partner James 

designer of numerous public buildings in the state and large numbers of houses for wealthy residents along 

115  

-
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designed several other buildings in the warehouse district, in-

for the Gotzian family: the Conrad Gotzian Shoe Factory (RA-

Gotzian 
NRHP, HPC), as well as the Boston and Northwest Realty Compa-

-
-

tant) stood at Broadway and Fourth Street, highly visible from 

-

NRHP, HPC

 

-

117

-

118  

Paul, see Hess and Larson, 
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119 (See 

-

120 The building was erected in 

121

rose seven stories, only to be surpassed by the ten-story Globe 

-

-
sance Revival style with two asymmetric towers, each with 
stepped gable pediments, rising above a two story sandstone 

The Germania also had two symmetrical towers rising above 

wings held a statue of Germania, which was removed in 1918 

122 (Figures 
70, 71) 

-

piers, and four-story round-arch window openings displayed 
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123 (Fig-
ure 72) 

Relocated from its earlier building on the southwest corner of Third and Minnesota, the Pioneer Press 

124 
(Figure 73) 

showed several three-story and one-story store buildings on forty-foot lots, some vacant lots, and a livery 
-

125

Fourth and Minnesota, 

Germania Bank/St. Paul 
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Early Department Stores

of the nineteenth century, a new form of merchandis-
ing began to combine a series of small shops into one 

-

at the Crystal Palace in London and the Industrial 
-

-
ment stores grew incrementally as merchants bought 
adjacent buildings and expanded their space, by the 
end of the century, a new department store building 
type evolved that enclosed all shopping within one 

technology such as electric lights, elevators, indoor 

-
 Changes 

-
127 (Figure 75)

128

-

129 Charles 
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130  

-

131

The Downtown Frame
-

-

northwest of Wabasha and Seventh Street, some residences were closely spaced single-family dwellings and 

132

established in a former dwelling near Eighth and Minnesota adjacent to a foundry, in what must have been 
133 

-

134 

, 
, 
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As noted, small manufacturing companies were scat-
tered throughout the downtown frame, and located 
in the midst of dwellings, churches, and some com-

primary need for both personal and business trans-

135 

extended to Seven Corners, where the streets in 
Rice and Irvine’s subdivision of the 1840s all came 

-

(Figures 77, 78) Seven Corners joined the downtown 
and the West Seventh neighborhood, with an almost 

from the downtown frame merged with the commer-
-

Transition to the Twentieth Century
-

 

-
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-
137  

-

-

-
138 

-

-

139 
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1900-1950

The State Capitol and Downtown St. Paul

-

site north of, and outside of the downtown business district, the capitol and the elaborate plans for grounds 

buildings, and virtually no building in the city had been planned 

-

The 1883 Capitol Building at Tenth and Cedar, designed by Leroy 
-

1 (Figure 1) 
Only a decade later, in 1893, the legislature approved $2 million 

seven-member State Capitol Board of Commissioners, which was 
2 The funding 

3 The Commissioners 

, 
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-

4 (Figure 2) 

5 -

 

-

-
7 

became a common architectural style for civic buildings at the turn of the century because it expressed the 

8

-

9 The exte-

 

,
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June of that year with Civil War and Spanish Ameri-

old to the new Capitol, carrying their regimental 
10 The old Capitol at Tenth between Cedar and 

Although Gilbert’s original design included only the 
Capitol building, he soon advocated for landscaping 
and a mall, or capitol approach, to frame the build-

presented his vision, which created an open plaza in 
front of the Capitol, then extended roadways straight 

and to the southeast on an approach that used the 

11 (Figure 

12 

-
ing new Capitol remained surrounded by rundown 

-

13   

constructed adjacent to the new Capitol on the mall: 
the 1908 State Historical Society on Cedar Street 

-

-

The diagonal cut of Wabasha Street through the Capitol’s front lawn was eliminated and axial roadways were 
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14 (Figure 5) 

Planning the City 

-

Widening Seventh Street and Wabasha Street as centers of commercial and retail uses

Corners to the river

15

 

The new Depot, described 
17 

-
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Planners sought to extend the 

-

south side of the Depot, the passenger concourse 
extended over Kellogg Boulevard to connect down to 

18 

A recurrent downtown planning theme focused on 

-

documents, including the need to widen, reroute, 
or develop one-way streets, or consider establishing 

One typical issue concerned Robert Street, a center 

-

Street owners feared losing business to Wabasha 

routes came from the west and traveled along Waba-

They believed that there was greater purchasing 

19

-

20  
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The city plan of 1922, described as a 
-

ated some of Nolen’s concepts from 
-

Holman Field, new bridges, and new 
designs for a Third Street/Riverfront 

21 
The 1922 plan also introduced the 

The intent of zoning was to separate 

with standards for each district so 
that nuisance uses could be limited 

-
ing industrial uses separated from 

-

-

22 

23 
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The rest of the districts included a commercial district, a light industrial district, and a heavy industrial dis-

24 

The segment of downtown north of Eighth Street and generally west of Cedar, all the way to the Capitol, 

25    

-

  

The Ford Plant 

-

economically as well, just as the current redevelopment of the Ford site will result in major investment and 

The 1922 zoning ordinance had set aside much of the old Reserve Township (the area west of Lexington and 
-

-
27 

28 

st
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and railroad companies to construct two new bridges 
across the Mississippi (one vehicular and one rail-

-
er Boulevard to preserve the river view to the south 

29 

Planner George Herrold stated that he envisioned 

-
30 The city rezoned and re-

31 (Figure 9) 

-

-

,

-

railroad line to the 
Ford plant ran from the 

industrial uses in the 
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32  (Figures 10, 11)

-
ways such as Randolph and Snelling Avenues and Mississippi 

-
-

33 

money from this program supported street improvements over the next decade and through the Depression 
34 While not all proposals were completed, some included projects important to both downtown and to 

the West Seventh neighborhood:

35 The plans to connect Pleasant Avenue 

,   
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new City Hall and Courthouse and a bond issue for Third Street 

Street into Kellogg Boulevard was a primary focus by the late 

Opening up the vista from downtown to the river had been 
suggested since the 1850s, but a line of buildings along Third 

George Herrold, the buildings on the south side of Third were 

a mass of underbrush and rubbish, a graveyard for abandoned 

-

Hill and Washington streets as they led downhill toward the 
37 

The Third Street Improvement Project became a physical 

Paul’s topography and narrow streets to an automobile age, the 

buildings on the south side of the street from Robert Street west 
to Seven Corners (except West Publishing and Booth Cold Stor-

by retaining walls, was planned between Robert and Wabasha 

The removal of the south side buildings revealed that the 

-

, prepared by Landscape Research for the City of Saint Paul 

Company, I
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38

awarded a Nobel Prize for Peace in 1929 as the author of the 
39 

-

by George Herrold to connect Exchange Street down to Seven 

-
40 The project ran 

short of local funding and WPA monies were used to complete 
41 (Figure 17) 

Just as the Capitol Plan called for a landscaped mall of govern-
ment buildings, the Kellogg Boulevard plan envisioned a new 

were the Saint Paul City Hall and Ramsey County Courthouse 

-

In the end, the Third Street project cleared out decaying build-
-

42 Kellogg Boulevard (RA-SPC-7113 and 

43 
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-

-

business districts, such as along West Seventh, East Seventh, Payne Avenue, and Rice Street, appeared along 

Downtown development had begun to separate 

-

-

-
ings, such as the Neoclassical style Finch, Van 

-

Dry Goods Company 

Railroad and Bank Building, 
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44

-
45  

-

-

-

-
nomic arenas through the railroad-building era, an achievement that will 

47  (Figure 20) 

Clarence Johnston’s 1913 design of the Gordon and Ferguson Building (RA-

48  

Minneapolis & Omaha Railroad 

The St. Paul railroads had their 
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49  

Lowertown was built with access to railroads for hauling and 

War I as railroads remained busy carrying supplies and arma-

-
50 For a 

-

buildings downtown with a new focus developing around Rice 

-

-
51 (Figure 21) 

-

-

-

-
52  

-

-

-
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53 The 

-

-

54 (Figure 23) 

Just west of the library across Washington Avenue, a new Min-
-

-

Club constructed a new building at the southeast corner of 

-

purchased and demolished the old Metropolitan Hotel at Fourth 
and Washington to build the new club, a building which the Pi-

55  

-

-

-

corner of Ninth and Wabasha, the Shubert Theatre, designed 

-
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-

-
57 

-

58  (Figures 27, 28) 

-

, prepared by Landscape Research 

east on Fourth Street 

of the old Ramsey 
County Courthouse 
and City Hall is in 
the foreground.

on the opposite side 
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-

-
sha was across from the Courthouse and City Hall, on a streetcar 

-

59 (Figure 29) 

was the son of brewer Theodore Hamm, and had the funds 

-

constructed within the building facing Seventh Street (now 

 (Figure 30) 

The 1928 UIC program enabled major public investment not 
only in downtown infrastructure, but in public buildings, most 

 the City Hall/Courthouse made a bold visual 
-

Ellerbe and Company as the local partner, the twenty-story 

of the Cathedral of St. Paul, the Hamm Building 

Courthouse/City Hall houses the Memorial 
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dominated by the thirty-six-foot monumental onyx statue of the Vision of Peace (originally the Indian God of 

  

-

-

  (Figure 33) 

-

-

Telephone Company 
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-
 (Figures 34, 35) 

site of the former Minnesota Club at the southeast corner of Fourth and 
Cedar streets, the reinforced concrete structure was faced with marble 

window strips separated by limestone piers from the second to thir-
-

terned belt courses at upper levels, and stone medallions and lanterns 
 

The Minnesota Building was designed by Charles Hausler, who served 

Seventh neighborhood and studied with Louis Sullivan before receiving 
-

-
-

 In partnership with William 

st -
-

   

 (Minneapolis: University 
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A 1937 aerial view showed old Third Street (the 
new Kellogg Boulevard), winding along the edge 

from the center of the Boulevard down to exit 

removal of the south side buildings and replace-
ment with the open Esplanade (Kellogg Mall) from 

river sought by  editor James 
-

mented by the grand new civic buildings to line 

-

-

-

West Seventh Population and Economic Growth

-

-
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of Germans along West Seventh made 

neighborhoods were similarly inhospi-

70 

Calvin Schmid’s research indicates a 

employed by the railroads, or as wait-

Many single men roomed in private 
homes, boardinghouses, or hotels 

71 Given the 
numbers of boardinghouses and hotels 
in this neighborhood and close access 

-
lor, as opposed to the more established 
neighborhood centered on Rondo 

The Italians
 The land west of the Upper Landing /
Chestnut Street and between the rail-
road lines and the river had been iden-

-

the land was not subdivided into lots 
and had no municipal services such as 

-
ers without resources, however, this 
area was called the Upper Levee, with 

as early as the 1870s when there was a 
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72 (Figure 41) 

group of emigrants from the province of Campobasso 
in Italy’s Molise region, primarily from the villages of 

-
bers of Scandinavians, Germans and Irish, the num-
bers of Italians in Minnesota were fairly small, and 

-

when over 500 foreign-born Italians, and 892 Italians 

by 1910, Duluth and the Iron Range had the greatest 
numbers of Italian-born and Italians of foreign and 

73

separate neighborhoods according to their Italian or-

-

and Termini Imeresani resided near Robert Street 
and East Summit (near today’s Centennial Building on 

on the East Side in Swede Hollow, and in the adjacent 

arrivals were Italians who operated food and fruit 
-

By 1900, new arrivals from southern Italy tended 

-

74

The swampy ground of the Levee was gradually 

Upper Levee, Mill, and Loreto Streets that provided a more established neighborhood than the earlier ran-

75

, prepared for the Saint Paul Heritage Preser-
, 
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Commerce) commissioned a study of the city’s housing and un-

  

units on the Upper Levee: of the houses inspected, approx-

running water or baths, and without any sewers, each house 

77

Aronovici used his research to support development of a city 

housing ordinance passed in 1918, it was not enforced, and 
-

78 The neighborhoods he studied, including 
the Upper Levee, Swede Hollow, the West Side and others 

Levee, the neighborhood was, by all accounts, reminiscent of a 

were Italian, resided on the Upper Levee and most owned their 

79 (Figure 42) 

Primary employers of Upper Levee men were the railroads, 
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80 -
-

81 

Designated as Holy Redeemer parish 

in the basement of the Cathedral at 
-

-

Church on West College Avenue near 

45) Holy Redeemer was a center of 
community life for the Upper Levee 
community, and shared a pastor with 

the Railroad Island Italian communi-

82  

Despite long-term concerns about 

in 1951 and 1952, causing the City to 

1957, the City Council voted to pur-
chase all houses and raise the ground 

Residents were moved out, with the 

Kaplan Scrap Iron company for the 
83 
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By the 1920s, the area below the Third 

streets, contained a variety of indus-
trial uses with a few dwellings and 

yards, coal and iron companies, the 
Northern States Power Company Hill 

There were also several manufacturing 

-

84

The levee west of Chestnut Street 

Slaughter House, which had been in 

Lauer Brothers was no longer located 
there, both the Willcox Cut Stone Com-

-

adjacent to railroad lines below the 
85 (Figure 47) 

-
change Grain Elevator and their large elevators dominated the riverfront 

-

-
pleted in 1917, the elevator was more reliant on 

 (Figure 48) 

, prepared by Saint Paul Department of Planning and Economic 
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Mississippi River channel improvements to encourage navi-

22,000-bushel, reinforced concrete elevator (headhouse), a clay-

the nine-foot river channel project in the 1930 Rivers and Har-
bors Act, which guaranteed a navigable channel through con-

and headhouse represented two ways of handling grain prod-

Paul’s Municipal Grain Terminal became part of the Grain Termi-

87(Figure 49) 

-

constructed on Washington at Ontario Street below the Third 

-

88 (Figure 50) 

Northern States Power (NSP) Company (originally Consumers 

-

bought out the Gas Light Company in 1925 and used the Ross 

89

Harvey, 
-

 

-

, August 5, 2019, 
-

Company plant near the High Bridge, 
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90 (Figure 51) 

91  

Just as downtown businesses had formed a Chamber of Commerce 
to encourage business growth, various neighborhoods formed 

-

advocated for streetcar service and gas lights, and sought to clean 

-

92 
(Figure 52) By 1915, the West End Commercial Club (as they were 

Hamline, Midway, North Central, University Avenue, and the West 

93 

In the last two decades, the NSP High Bridge Plant site, now Xcel Energy, has been environmentally cleaned, and the old coal burning plant 

, May 3, 2017, 
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-

Theissen built a house in 1912 at 258 Sherman Street (moved 

94 (Figure 53) 

The business district along West Seventh near Schmidt Brewery 
-

-

95  (Figure 54) 

Across Tuscarora, the Boehm Grocery opened in the triangu-
lar-shaped building at 1217 West Seventh (RA-SPC-5344) in 

 The years from 1910 
-

Dry Goods at the corner of West Seventh and James Street (RA-
97 (Figure 55)  

-

legislature as a Republican, prior to his service as president of 
98 Just west of the pharmacy was 

99 (Figure 57) 
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-
ing it to two stories, accented by horizontal bands that provided 

building featured a stepped, zigzag Art Deco-style tower with 

100 (Figure 58) 

-

Watson and Tuscarora, and some corner commercial buildings 

-
ed catalogs and employed over 400 agents in Minnesota, the 

-

in the years prior to World War I, when the shipping system 

101 

1910s and 1920s, smaller versions were constructed in the 

-

-
-

102 (Figure 59) The Cozy movie theatre was constructed 

, 

the Garden Theatre and hosted monthly 
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103  

West Seventh received its own version of the roadside diner in the 1940s when a rail car that had served as a 

104 (Figure 

105

-

about-us

Funeral Home, 

Charles A. 
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Street, Fort Street (Main) and West Sixth Street (now 

-
-

107 Around the corner 

duplex built by John Armstrong as a rental property 

Revival Masonic Temple designed by Buechner and 

Sixth and Ninth streets, held the Hotel Barteau de-

style (later the Piedmont Apartments, nonextant) and 
a stone rowhouse building that became the Edward 

architect-designed buildings represented the types 

downtown edge as individual residences disappeared 

108  

change that occurred to provide services for the ever 

focused on street improvements to accommodate 
automobiles, the businesses to service them carved 

and stables in the Seven Corners vicinity to decrease 

the corner of Seventh and Fort (Main) at Seven 
Corners since 1885 was gone by 1927, replaced with 

north and northeast of Seven Corners were largely 

a garage with a capacity of 30 cars, and other small 

North Smith, 

Smith and Ninth 

represented 
the types of 

apartments that 

on the edge of 
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109 

-

-

110 The Joy Motor Car Com-
pany showroom fronted on 194-198 Pleasant Avenue, and the 

111 

was the Blue and White Cab Company in the 1930s, and it 

112

The city followed through on projects approved by the 1928 UIC bond issue, and widened West Seventh in 
-
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RIVERVIEW CORRIDOR CONTEXT

Housing Expansion

Minneapolis in the new suburban neighborhoods laid out on 

-
ing Map shows most of West Seventh densely built up except 

-
division along Lower Edgcumbe Road, north of the river crossing 

-

the area near Seven Corners and along Pleasant Avenue as a 

other downtown fringe neighborhoods in which older dwellings 

the West Seventh neighborhood had been built up since 1900 
with one- and two-story dwellings expanding southwest from 

-

113

114 Housing forms 
-

Some new housing types appeared in West Seventh neighbor-

-

-

Moran, 
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el of ornament, 

dwellings may 
include a full-
width, single-story 
porch with Clas-
sical-styled porch 
columns and 
balustrade, stained 
glass or transom 
windows, or upper 

Prairie architectur-

elements applied 

115

-
ures 73, 74) 

its horizontal massing, was less commonly applied to typical 
-

sler built his own dwelling at 1734 West Seventh in 1917, and 

exterior, hipped roofs with wide overhangs and heavy corner 

Prairie elements in his home as well as others he designed in the 
 (Figure 75) 

typically smaller houses, one or one-and-one-half stories in 

117 
There were also larger, two-story versions of bungalows that ap-

-

115
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78, 79)

The opening of the Ford plant and its railroad spur line through West Seventh in 1925 generated a major ef-

The Ford plant provided an opportunity for city planners to create not only a planned industrial develop-

118  

-

-
119  

-
though the Ford plant and nearby housing developments were located about a mile from West Seventh, the 

-

eventually expand to connect with subdivisions closer to West 

Some housing had developed near West Seventh, in the area 
-

120  

-
town fringe area that already housed many apartment build-
ings and rooming houses, there may have been less expansion 

, May 29, 2008, 
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previously held two dwellings facing West Seventh and a duplex 

stood on the site, with apartments facing inward from the street 
121 (Figure 81)  

Similar to the commercial buildings constructed prior to 1900, 

122 (Figures 82, 
83) 

A 1934 housing survey conducted by the Federal Bureau of the 
Census revealed that 40 percent of low-income housing units in 

 public 

complex was made up of twelve, three-story buildings faced in 

Paul on anything other than a single-family basis would have to 
123 
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-

-
-

124  

-

125 The boulevards included 

wound its way southwest across Snelling and Davern and south 

City had graded and improved the road, and a reinforced con-

-
neer George Herrold later considered Edgcumbe as part of the 

-

127 (Figure 87) 

-

-
old advocated for this road in the 1920s and 1930s, encouraging 

-
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-
128

of Reserve Boulevard were shown on some planning maps, 

The development of the Ford Plant had resulted in a rail-

in the southwest before all the land was gobbled up by 

-

-

129

-
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Clarence Wigington, was constructed in 1929 on one 
130 (Figure 89) 

-
131 

The Crosbys had farmed along the river near the foot 

132 

Social Change

-

-
133

was renamed Guardian Insurance and the bronze statue of Germania was removed from its prominent place 
134 The city’s strong German heritage almost totally disappeared, and never 

-

135 Ignoring the law was commonplace, 
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137 Hogan’s reign ended on December 4, 1928, when he started his car in the garage 

138 

139   

140
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SECTION IV: A NEW VISION

prosper, unrestricted by a cumbersome physical structure, this district must be made into a modern business 
1 

-

-

2

3 

between Eighth, Ninth, Sibley, and Cedar Streets to connect to the stores on Seventh Street with pedestrian 

4 

-

-
-

5 (Figures 1, 2, 3) 
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-
other United Improvement Council bond issue, supported by 

a number of civic buildings including a science museum, new 

-

 

While both city and state roadway improvements were a major 
focus, the downtown business community remained anxious 

Board, showed that downtown retail sales had slipped more 
than 15 percent between 1948 and 1954, and that only six of 

-

7 To further worry downtown businessmen, 

managed land for redevelopment, provided a fourteen-acre 

-
8 

In the midst of anxiety downtown, the Minnesota Mutual Life 
-

nesota Mutual had operated in several downtown buildings 
including the Commerce Building from 1912 to 1934, and in 
the Builder’s Exchange Building (1924, nonextant) at Sixth 

the 1932 Northern States Power Building had been constructed 

-
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9 (Figure 4) 

and aluminum windows was designed by Childs and Smith (RA-

10 Despite this private investment, addi-
-

freeway alignment that would sever the Capitol from the down-

(MIC), made up of the civic leaders from the private sector, led to 

11 

Capital Centre Renewal Project 

12 The planning 

13 The project 

14 The intent was to end 
-

-

, prepared by HNTB for METRO Gold Line Bus Rapid 

-
fert, and Goetz, for a full discussion of the Urban Renewal Historic District 

-
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15

-

 Before other 

drawing board, the public process was reinforced by privately 
-

olis-based Dayton’s Department Store family purchased the 

the Wabasha Street frontage, a lower level entrance on Cedar 

17

Along with the new Hilton, new public buildings were built along 
Kellogg Boulevard, as had been called for in the original plans 

-

Federal Building) on Robert Street between Kellogg Boulevard 
18 

-
tween the Federal Building and the YWCA provided some of the 
housing reinvestment in the Capital Centre plan with the Kellogg 

19 

-
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Street was a midrise glass building with a two-story concrete 

20 (Figure 8) 

Centre boundaries was the Osborn Building on the northeast 
-

-
-

created by stainless steel exterior ribs, massing that rested on 

-
-

21

(Figure 9) 

-

Loan Building, also designed by Grover Dimond Associates, 

Osborn Plaza (Capital Centre Plaza, Ecolab Plaza) connected 

22

-
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23 

connected it west to the Osborn Building and later east to the 

The Capital Centre project was not only important for new 

-
-

-

a plan prepared by Hammel, Green and Abrahamson (HGA) in 

and other infrastructure to support the vision of the Capital 
24 

25 -
-

between 1955 and 1974, primarily through the impetus of the 

public and private funds could result in a successful redevelop-

Seventh Street into a tree-shaded mall with benches, fountains, 
27 -

changed municipal government from the commission form with 

the change, ending the old system and establishing more pro-

-
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-
28

29  

30 In 1985, 
-

31  

The Preservation Movement
-
-

-
32 The leadership came in part from 

-
-

ity 

33

-
 

-

• 

• 

• 

• 
, 
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• 

• 

• 34 

-

-
35 -

  

37 -

which became the neighborhood district council 

the Minnesota Historical Society prepared a success-

, 

, 
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38 (Figure 14) 

Transportation Routes Restructure the Landscape

up the Mississippi’s marshes and islands into steamboat landings, followed by reinforcing the riverfront, 

consistently sought ways to cut through dead-end streets, set up 

vista of the river and provide a major roadway into downtown, 
but these plans paled in comparison to the massive road building 

the southwest, followed by the federal and state government’s 
-

Shepard Road and the Fort Snelling Bridge

-

two major West End projects: Reserve Boulevard and the Fort 

engineer, George Shepard, the road was intended to connect 

-
town and west where it ran past the GTA terminal and the Upper 

edge of the river and circled around the Northern States Power 
39 

Hess and Larson, 

-
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-

The need to expand Wold-Chamberlain Field (now MSP Airport), along with the State Highway Department’s 

40(Figure 18) 

-

-
ical Society’s site 
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By 1958, the Highway Department’s earliest road plans near the 
old fort called for a cloverleaf with one segment encircling the 
Round Tower, a plan that brought the Minnesota Historical Soci-
ety and others into the roadway discussion as well as renewed 

-

made to run the freeway through a 450-foot-long tunnel in the 

the highways below the old fort and preserve the land connec-
41  (Figure 19) 

When constructed in 1909, the bridge from West Seventh Street 

a roadway within the Fort property on the east side of the old 

new bridge was located farther west to connect with the new 

connected with Shepard Road on the east and Mississippi River 

Road, which preserved the access to Edgcumbe Road and West 
42 The new bridge created changes on the West 

project of the Minnesota Historical Society over the following 

-

Line railroad had crossed West Seventh at grade, paralleling the 

43 

the road passed through the grounds of the 

the grounds of Fort Snelling.  The former road 
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System

freeway routes in the 1940s, but 

the following decade when funding 
became available and more detailed 

Council approved the freeway route 

was chosen over a northern route 
(generally today’s Pierce Butler Route) 
supported by city planner George 
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not, it will go down in history as a colossal en-
44 In downtown, the route 

followed Highway 12 from the city’s East Side, 

-

-
town alignment cut a deep gash between the 

Peter Street and southwest to Kellogg Boule-

had long held apartment buildings, rooming 
houses, businesses, and civic buildings, was 

Avenue in Minneapolis to the Capitol inter-

$80 million, including engineering and right-

in many areas and included two tunnels and 
45 Simultaneously with 

, pre-
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changes in how federal projects were carried 
-

-

-

-

and numerous other decisions and orders into 

was one of the laws, and became important in 
-

terstate highway projects were federally funded, 

Impact Statements (EIS) before a project could 
 

The environmental process under NEPA also 
-

47 

48

49 

However, the I-35E project was halted in August 1972 by a joint lawsuit involving the City of Saint Paul and 

, 

 Prepared by Metropolitan 
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-

50

51 

52 

-

-

Map of Saint 

routed along old 
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53

-

54 (Figure 27) 

-

55 

Post-War Development in the West Seventh Corridor

area along West Seventh west of the planned I-35E corridor became part of the new Highland neighborhood 
 

57 

-

58

  Prepared by Metropolitan 

-

Lanegran and Moran, 
See also Thomas Harvey, -

-
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59 

 Sibley Plaza consisted of two strip-mall buildings at the rear of the 

 In the 1950s, Sibley Plaza was among 

previous streetcar commercial neighborhoods lining thoroughfares such as West Seventh, Payne Avenue, 
Rice Street and Grand Avenue, these new community shopping centers provided strip-mall style buildings 

-
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 By the 1950s, the Paster family began development of 

-

 

Another commercial enterprise in the vicinity was 

was located on the stretch of West Seventh that led 

Gannon’s, which was not visible or directly accessible 

-
ing survived (now Buca di Beppo restaurant at 2728 

      

Several small commercial buildings were constructed 

-

of Seventh west of Davern, including the 1959 service 
-

(Figure 31) 

-

Empson, 
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to retain its major employers such as Schmidt Brewery and the 
-

land west of the I-35E corridor along West Seventh, Shepard 

-
-

 It opened a prominent 

-

Research Associates (ERA) was founded by a group that includ-
ed some World War II Navy veterans with electronic research 

1952, it had 1,500 employees and was building a computer with 

-
-

plant on Shepard Road (nonextant) was a steel frame building 

 (Figure 34)

acres of farmland in Eagan Township along Pilot Knob Road that 
-

70

Univac had created a Defense Systems Division and expanded its 

, October 24, 

, 

 (accessed October 18, 
-

tailed, organized site created by alumni of the various computer companies in the 
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 claimed that Univac, Honeywell, and Control 

computer systems that process data and control 

71 In all, the various companies made the 

of personal computers and the decline of the Cold 
War changed the computer industry, and the busi-
ness model of engineering teams and mainframe 
companies declined or evolved into other products 

plant on West Seventh and Shepard Road was razed 

72 

Although Univac was a major employer, other com-
panies also relocated to new sites in the developing 

Edward Pearson founded Pearson’s Candy Company 

Trudeau Candy Company at Sixth and Broadway in 

was designed by Thorshov & Cerny and expanded 
73 
-

74 (Figure 35) 

In 1959, the Torit Manufacturing Company relocated 
from three separate sites in the Uppertown vicinity to 

75

 magazine in the 

, 

September 
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 Having been at their previous 

77

78 

-

as one of the oldest neighborhoods in the city, had many small houses and commercial buildings that were 

-

The same census tracts along West Seventh, from Downtown to the Fort Snelling bridge, also fell below the 

West Seventh showed that all the housing had been built prior to 1919, and fell predominantly in the hous-
79

Compared to many central city neighborhoods in the postwar years from roughly 1950 to 1980, West Sev-

80

-

 

(Prepared for Old Town Resto-
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-

including designs for Concord Terrace and Torre de 

on the Sherman-Forbes site that were suitable for 
redevelopment were saved, while some were moved 

buildings, including the 1905 Montana Flats Row-

81 

Condominiums on the northeast corner of Irvine 

supported by the strong neighborhood group presence along West Seventh that has played a persistent and 
82 

-

83 

-

84 

Much of the single-family housing along West Seventh that was southwest of Lexington and in the Shep-

-

, 

 (Minneapolis: University of 
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gle-family dwellings from those years remained along Stewart and Youngman Avenues, although they were 

-

85 Two similar apartment buildings, 

(Figure 42) 
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and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) had previously construct-

over $2 million from the US Department of Housing and Urban 

87

Avenue, the Highland Chateau nursing home was planned in 

-
apy department, barber and beauty shops, individual garden 

was added to the Chateau in later years, and followed the same 
88 -

teau was among a number of nursing homes being constructed 

89 The number of nursing home 

-

Buildings that also opened in 1970 included: Cleveland Hi-Rise at 899 South Cleve-

-

, February 
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90 

In 1977, the Winslow Commons residence for seniors was built 

91 

The decade of the 1970s was pivotal in determining the future 

-
cur, the residents of the West Seventh neighborhood organized 

-
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The 1980s and Beyond—A Summary

-

-

92   

industrial buildings remained, the Univac building that had represented Minnesota’s developing computer 

Plaza has recently been renovated, it has in recent years housed a Russian grocery store, while two Ethiopian 

Chateau Nursing 

later added to the original 

of Highland Chateau.
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-

-

93 

-

-

94  

95 The Minnesota World Trade Center 
-

 

-

 

-

-
dum in Kunz, -
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97 

-
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RESULTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

RECOMMENDATIONS

Results

-

-

-

-
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Property Name

Bridge 9300 XX-BRI-054 Eligible

RA-SPC-8339 Listed

Eligible

Eligible

RA-SPC-5444 Listed

Hamm Building RA-SPC-3495 Listed

Jacob Schmidt Brewing Company Historic District RA-SPC-5318 Listed

Listed

Lauer Flats RA-SPC-5048 Listed

Lowertown Historic District RA-SPC-4580 Listed

Minnesota Mutual Life Insurance Company Building RA-SPC-8097 Listed

Old Federal Courts Building Listed

Osborn Building RA- Eligible

Eligible

RA-SPC-5223 Listed

RA-SPC-4423 Eligible

RA-SPC-5245 Listed

RA-SPC-5298/5299 Listed

RA-SPC-0550 Eligible

RA-SPC-3493 Eligible

Union Depot RA-SPC-5225 Listed

Urban Renewal Historic District Eligible



RESULTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Recommendations

-

-

-

-

1

-
-

ignated as both an NRHP district and an HPC district (both bounded by West Seventh on the north), the two 

19
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2  A 2011 survey focused in on a smaller residen-
-

3  These neighborhoods contain dwellings of established Ameri-

-

-

There are references to Czech immigrants in the area around the High Bridge by the 1870s, but later Czech 

-

-
4 

larger neighborhood shopping district between James Avenue and Tuscarora contains many commercial 

-

, prepared for the Saint Paul Heritage Preser-

-

-
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other streetcar corridors in the city such as Payne Avenue, Rice Street, East Seventh Street or South Robert/

should be studied for eligibility within a broader historic context on post-war, highway strip commercial prop-

-

eras from its eastern end with nineteenth century rowhouses, to the large apartment complexes and build-

-

-

Highland Park 
-

-
-

5

-
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TABLE A

TABLE A

National Register Listed and Eligible   
Properties in Riverview Context Study Area
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Property N
am

e
Address

N
RHP

CEF
DO

E
SEF

Y

RA-SPC-5407
W

alsh Building
Y

RA-SPC-5420
Y

RA-SPC-5421
Y

RA-SPC-5423
Y

Y

RA-SPC-5440
W

abasha Street Bridge (razed)
Y

RA-SPC-5444
Y

RA-SPC-5450
Y
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Chicago Great W
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ay Com
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Y
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n Historic District
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n Historic District
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n Historic District
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MAP SET A

National Register Listed and Eligible   
Properties in Riverview Context Study Area
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