
 NOT -WANTED!  
  

NARROWLEAF BITTERCRESS 
Cardamine impatiens  

 

EARLY DETECTION & CONTROL WILL PREVENT INFESTATIONS! 

    

                      
 

NARROWLEAF BITTERCRESS is a new invader to Minnesota. It is an erect, smooth, shiny green, 6"- 31" tall 
biennial. Leaves have 6-20, sharply-toothed leaflets. Blooms May to August. Flowers are tiny and white, to 0.1” long. 
Slender seedpods, 0.6-0.8” long, ripen from May to September. Leaves of seedlings and first year rosettes do not 
resemble mature leaves, having 3-11 leaflets with rounded lobes.  Produces up to 5,500 seeds per plant.  Seeds are 
thrown short distances from seed pods, and are dispersed by foot traffic, vehicles and water. 
 

Narrowleaf Bittercress is differentiated from other bittercress and mustards by membrane-like, narrow, pointed 
ears or auricles which extend from the leaf base to grasp the stem. These ears remain on the stalk when leaves are 
removed. 
 

Monitor moist forested sites in early spring and summer as rosettes green up early. It grows vigorously in deep 
shade and woods, covering the ground in dense patches. It can also be found on banks, thicket margins, and on moist 
limestone rocks and cliffs.  It is spreading along the Mississippi and St. Croix Rivers. Hand pull all plants before 
flowering, or pull and bag if in fruit or flower, since seeds will form even after being pulled.  Clean footwear to prevent 
spread of seeds.  
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  F o r  mo re  i n f o rmat i o n  co n t ac t :  
   Carole Gernes, Coordinator 
   Ramsey County Cooperative Weed Management Area 
   Ramsey-Washington Metro Watershed District 
   2665 Noel Drive, Little Canada, MN 55117 
   carole.gernes@rwmwd.org                
   651-792-7977 
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